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Introduction 
This research aims to provide a synthetic 

prosopographical analysis of Moldavian diplomacy 
between 1400 and 1546, seeking to systematically 
identify Moldavian envoys, foreign policy orientations 
and the principality’s diplomatic mechanisms. The 
chronological boundaries correspond to a period of 
relative autonomy in Moldavian foreign policy: from the 
consolidation of the state under Alexander the Good to the 
end of Petru Rareș’s second reign, after which Ottoman 
control over Moldavia became increasingly strict. 

Moldavian diplomacy during the period under 
study is situated within the context of the European 
evolution of the institution of the diplomatic envoy 
towards the use of ambassadors - more specifically, from 
the medieval envoys known as nuncius and legatus to the 
modern resident ambassador, an innovation particularly 
associated with Venice during this period—and within the 
context of espionage as an element of the arcana imperii. 

The Moldavian princely chancellery adopted 
external models, including Byzantine ones, through 
ceremonial channels, and functioned as the main source 
of diplomatic personnel, with deacons and scribes often 
being ‘trained’ through participation in missions. 

The available sources are uneven: internal 
documents are few in number and insufficient to portray 
the ‘diplomatic mechanism’; athonite documents are 
fragmentary; Ottoman documents frequently omit the 
names of envoys; whilst the Transylvanian ones, although 
more precise, require a distinction to be made between 
envoys proper and mere couriers or commercial agents, 
such as Laurențiu, the envoy of Iliaș Vodă in 1433. 



Consequently, the main information comes from the 
documents of foreign states and from external archives 
that have preserved such information, such as expenditure 
registers. Moldavia’s geopolitical position, at the 
crossroads of the Ottoman Empire, Hungary and Poland, 
gave rise to a multidirectional diplomatic activity, the 
missions of which grew in scope and functional 
complexity throughout the period under study. 
  
Sources and historiography of the topic 

The documentary basis consists of the Documenta 
Romaniae Historica (DRH) and Documents on the 
History of Romania (DIR) collections, Series A, 
Moldova, supplemented by the Hurmuzaki collection 
(Habsburg, Polish and Venetian sources) and external 
narrative sources: Polish chronicles, Marino Sanudo’s 
diaries, Ottoman sources edited by Mihail Guboglu and 
Mustafa Mehmet, and the Acta Tomiciana. More recent 
research and syntheses, such as those by Ilie Corfus, 
Mihai Maxim and Mihail A. Ciobanu, have expanded the 
archival base, particularly regarding relations with 
Moscow. 

From a methodological perspective, in addition to 
the sources mentioned, the work draws on the seminal 
prosopographical studies by Maria Magdalena Székely 
and Lucian-Valeriu Lefter, as well as Eugen Cernenchi’s 
contribution regarding the terminology of envoys. 

However, a historiographical gap is evident: 
envoys are generally treated as mere instruments of 
princely policy, rather than as autonomous social actors or 
as an identifiable group; a gap which the present research, 



alongside recent studies of its own, aims to fill, drawing 
upon both Romanian and foreign historiography. 
  
The Typology of Moldavian Envoys and the Dynamics 
of Foreign Relations (15th–16th Centuries) 

At the European level, the 15th and 16th centuries 
marked the transition towards an increasingly intensive 
and institutionalised diplomacy, in which the political 
agenda nevertheless remained dominated by the 
sovereign’s will. The Moldavian elite—whether political 
or administrative—played an active role in this process. 
As domestic sources are fragmentary, the reconstruction 
relies heavily on foreign archives, and the precise 
identification of a mission’s purpose or significance often 
remains uncertain. 

Based on the more than 300 missions analysed, 
three types of envoys can be distinguished: the messenger 
or courier – with a strictly informative role; the envoy 
without full powers, responsible for conveying 
information and gifts, with no power to negotiate; and the 
mission with full powers – authorised to negotiate and 
conclude agreements, such as the missions of Ioannes 
Tzamplakon or the logothete Tăutu. However, there was 
no formalised diplomatic hierarchy. The internal structure 
of larger diplomatic missions was tripartite: the envoys – 
usually no more than three people; technical staff 
comprising a secretary, an interpreter or, as required, 
trusted aides; and service staff, the latter category being 
omitted from smaller missions. 
  
The destinations of Moldavian envoys 



An analysis of these destinations reveals a gradual 
diplomatic reorientation: Poland was dominant at the 
beginning of the 15th century, with over 40 high-ranking 
envoys – for example, the oath of 1434, the envoys of 
Stephen the Great in 1474, and the ceremony at Lviv in 
1485; then Hungary towards the end of the 15th century 
and the beginning of the 16th, acting as a mediator in 
Moldavian-Polish conflicts; and finally the Ottoman 
Empire, as its suzerainty became established from the 
mid-16th century onwards. 

In terms of terminology, ‘envoy’ and ‘diplomatic 
envoy’ are used interchangeably in this study, reflecting 
the absence of a fixed diplomatic title at the time, as well 
as in older historiography. 
Typology of diplomatic envoys 

Based on the lists of envoys, several categories of 
envoys can be distinguished, depending on their rank and 
function within the chancellery or at court. 
High-ranking boyars 

Logofeți, vornici, postelnici, spătari and vistieri 
formed the core of the political elite sent on missions of 
major importance. Relevant examples: the logofăt Mihul 
– sent to the King of Poland in 1448 and to Istanbul in 
1455 – and the logofăt Tăutu, a key figure in the foreign 
policy shaped by Stephen the Great. 
Lower-ranking boyars 

Paharnicii, armașii, jitnicerii and pitarii were 
employed on specific missions, often relating to 
matrimonial alliances or supply arrangements, as well as 
the conclusion of peace treaties. The recurring example of 
Ivanco Pitar, who undertook missions between 1505 and 
1510 and was involved in the negotiations for the 



marriage of Bogdan III, illustrates the practice of reusing 
the same individuals in multiple diplomatic missions. 
Messengers and special envoys 

Deacons, notaries or merchants fulfilled essential 
technical roles—drafting, translating and transmitting 
information—and were often proficient in foreign 
languages. Notable examples include the deacon Grigore, 
sent to Buda in 1471; Costea and Șandru, sent to Moscow 
in 1493; the deacon Toma, sent to Vilnius in 1496; and 
the interpreter Luca Dracea. 
  
The roles and numerical distribution of envoys 

The documentary record shows the following 
frequency of officials: pârcălabi – 32 mentions, mainly 
involved in military matters, such as Stanciul; dieci – 19 
mentions, primarily in Moscow, Vilnius, Poland and 
Buda; logofeți – 17 mentions, in an official representative 
capacity, such as Mihul and Tăutu; and vistiernici – 16 
mentions, often in delegations concerning financial or 
military support, such as Isac the vistiernic in 1510. 
  
The professionalisation of envoys 

The recurrence of the same names in successive 
missions – such as the boyars Mihul, Toader Bubuiog, 
Luca Arbure and Tăutu – suggests the emergence of 
‘career diplomats’, a phenomenon accompanied by the 
hereditary transmission of the office, comparable to 
practices in other European chancelleries. Appointment as 
an envoy was a mark of social and political prestige. 
Overall, the Moldavian diplomatic system remains a 
traditional model, centred on the domestic elite and the 
princely chancellery, but one which, particularly under 



Stephen the Great and up until the end of Petru Rareș’s 
reign, experienced a significant increase in the number 
and diversity of missions – a sign of the progressive, 
though never complete, professionalisation of the 
Moldavian diplomatic apparatus. 
  
Prosopographical entries 

The prosopographical study of Moldavian 
diplomatic envoys from the 15th and 16th centuries – 
most of whom were members of the boyar elite – is 
considered essential for understanding the structure, 
functions and political development of Moldavia during 
the transition from the medieval to the early modern 
period. The prosopographic files bring together, in a 
systematic form, data on the administrative careers, 
family networks and estates of the boyars, as well as on 
the socio-political context in which they operated. They 
are organised along three axes – career, family and 
property – and are based on primary sources such as 
expedition registers, diplomatic correspondence, safe-
conducts, papal letters and reports from foreign courts, as 
well as secondary sources including the editions by Th. 
Holban, Ilie Corfus and Eudoxiu Hurmuzaki. But perhaps 
the most important sources in defining these figures were 
the DIR and DRH collections, as well as documents and 
articles published in specialist journals. The data was 
extracted and standardised to enable comparison between 
individuals and the identification of common patterns. 
Each entry begins with a standard sections: variants of the 
name – spelling variations, nicknames or westernised 
forms; the offices held; and the reigns during which the 
person served. 



In terms of career, most boyars were pârcălabi, 
logofeți, vistiernici, starosti, diaci or members of the 
chancellery and of the Sfatul Domnesc. 

Diplomatic roles frequently overlapped with 
administrative ones; the choice was determined by 
negotiating skills, knowledge of languages and writing, 
but above all by the prince’s trust. The frequency of 
participation in diplomatic missions varied greatly, 
ranging from a single mission, such as that of Alexandru 
Cherju, to more than ten between 1533 and 1562 in the 
case of Avram Banilovschi. This difference reflects the 
boyars’ rank and their personal strategies for 
consolidating influence within the local elite. Data on age 
are scarce, but estimates suggest that boyars entered 
diplomatic service at the age of 25–35, having first gained 
experience in administration or the chancellery. 

As regards family, the records note geographical 
origin and kinship ties. Names and titles undergo phonetic 
changes in foreign documents; for example, Cherju 
appears as Cârjă, and ‘paharnic’ as ‘poharnok’, which has 
led to confusion in identifying certain boyars. Marriages 
played a strategic role: Toma the logofăt, through his wife 
Ana, joined the Limbădulce family and gained access to 
estates in the Suceava area, whilst the daughters of Vlad 
the pârcălab married descendants of Grozea the comis, 
thereby consolidating alliances and holdings in the 
Bistrița area. Estates were transferred through sale, 
donation or will, and could be used as a social and 
diplomatic tool. Ana, Toma’s widow, sold the village of 
Iucșianii in 1575 to ransom slaves from the Tatars. 

The boyars owned villages, mills and agricultural 
land, and from the second half of the 16th century, 



movable property also began to appear. Properties were 
acquired through royal grants or as a reward for 
diplomatic services – such as the appointment of 
Anthonius de Thaucz to the episcopal see, which appears 
to have been a reward for his missions – and could be lost 
through confiscation for treason, though this was a rare 
occurrence. Wealth ensured the family’s continued 
presence within the principality’s political elite, and 
analysing it allows us to assess the economic impact of 
diplomatic activity on the boyars, some of whom received 
estates upon the completion of their missions. 

Gathering information presented difficulties: the 
data were drawn from works employing different 
methodologies and varying degrees of philological 
criticism; spelling and transliteration caused confusion, 
such as in the case of Alexandru Cherju (Cârjă, Cârje); the 
lack of precise chronological data made it difficult to 
correlate personal events with political ones; whilst 
contradictions between sources necessitated critical 
assessments and, at times, arbitrary choices based on the 
available sources. Nevertheless, the study draws on 
documents and research such as those by Lucian-Valeriu 
Lefter and Maria Magdalena Székely and, by combining 
these with the list of envoys, offers the first systematic 
attempt to reconstruct the biographies of the boyars 
involved in Moldavian diplomacy during the 15th and 
16th centuries. 

Methodologically, a horizontal approach was 
adopted, focusing on the period 1400–1546, which 
allowed for a comparison of the profiles of boyars from 
different families but active within the same structure. 
The analysis showed that membership of the ‘diplomatic 



corps’ generated a network of mutual patronage, 
reinforced by successive similar assignments, and that this 
corps consisted mainly of middle- to high-ranking boyars, 
who combined domestic functions with foreign missions. 
This practice was widespread throughout Christian 
Europe. 

It is thus evident that a diplomatic career was closely 
linked to internal administrative ranks, that marital 
alliances determined access to positions of trust, and that 
property provided the resources necessary to fund 
missions and consolidate political influence. 
 
 

1. Alexandru Cherju  
a. Cârjă, Chârje 
b. Castellan 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
2. Antonio paharnicul 
a. Anthonio Poharnok 
b. Lower-ranking cupbearer, interpreter 
c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527)  
 
3. Anthonius de Thaucz 
a. Antonius de Tauț 
b. Notar; traducător; Episcop de Baia 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
4. Avram Banilovschi  
a. Avram din Bănila 
b. Diac; staroste de Cernăuți 



c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538)  - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546); ), Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 – 11 
June 1551), Ștefan Rareș (May 24, 1551 – September 1, 
1552), Alexandru Lăpușneanu - first reign (September 
1552 – 18 November 1561), Despot Vodă (18 November 
1561 – 5 November 1563) 
 
5. Baliță Mudricica 
a. - 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432) 
 
6. Bartholomeo 
a. Bartho; Barcacho 
b. Negustor sau genovez în serviciul domnului  
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
7. Bernaldinus 
a. Vermössi Bernát; Bernardus; Bernardus Vermes; 
Bernardo 
b. Pârcălab al Cetății de Baltă 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
8. Buhuș 
a. Boguș al lui Nesteac 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 
 
9. Chacico 
a. Cristea Hacico  
b. – 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 
 



10. Costea diacul 
a. Coste; Constantin diac 
b. Diac; pisar 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 

 
11. Costea Valahul 
a. – 
b. – 
c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432) 

 
12. Cârstea Orăș 
a. Kirstu; Cârstea 
b. Tălmaci/ tercűman 
c. Petru Rareș - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546); Iliaș Rareș Iliaș Rareș (3 September 
1546 – 11 June 1551). 
 
13. Dan, pârcălabul de Câmpulung 
a. Dan Mocu; Daniil 
b. Pârcălab al ocolului Câmpulung; udreadnic; hatman; 
mare vistiernic 
c. Petru Rareș Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 
– September 18, 1538)  - the second reign - (February 19, 
1541 – September 3, 1546); Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 
– 11 June 1551); Alexandru Lăpușneanu - first reign 
(September 1552 – 18 November 1561). 
 
14. Danciul Huru 
a. Daniil Churowicz z Oltienoch  
b. Pârcălab al Cetății Noi; Pârcălab al Cetății Neamțului; 
Pârcălab al Cetății Hotin; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538)  and the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546); Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – 



December 1540); Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 – 11 June 
1551). 
 
15. Demetrius Purcivi 
a. Demetrius venețianul 
b. - 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 
 
16. Dorino Cattaneo 
a. Dorinum Cathaneum 
b. Cămăraș; vameș. 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 
 
17. Dragoș de la Trotuș 
a. Dragws moldaviensis de Tattrus 
b. Dregător în ținutul Trotușului 
c. Petru Rareș - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538). 
 
18. Duma Vlaicul 
a. - 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin; Pârcălab de Cetatea Albă; Pârcălab 
de Orhei; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 
 
19. Dumșa Cuzmici vistiernic 
a. Toma; Dumitru Dumșa 
b. Doac; Mare vistiernic; Pârcălab al Cetății de Baltă; 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), Petru 
Rareș - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 18, 
1538). 
 
20. Gavril cămărașul de vistierie 
a. Gavril Nebojatco 
b. Cămăraș de visterie 



c. Petru Rareș - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538). 
 
21. Giurgiu de la Frătăuți 
a. Giurge Fratovschii 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432), 
Iliaș I - first reign January 1432 – October 1433) and the 
second reign (August 1435 – May 1443), Ștefan al II-lea 
(1445 – July 1447) 
 
22. Giurgea Dolh 
a. Jurja; Jurj Lungul 
b. Vornic de-al doilea; Mare vornic 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517). 
 
23. Goian 
a. - 
b. comis; ceașnic; vornic; pârcălab de Hotin; pârcălab de 
Neamț; pârcălab de Chilia 
c. Alexandru al II-lea – the second reign (February 24, 
1452 - August 22, 1454), Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 
– July 2, 1504). 
 
24. Gregorius Rosemberger 
a. Gregorius litteratus; Gregorio Rosemberger; Grigore 
Rosemberg 
b. diac; pârcălab de Cotnari 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538)  - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546) 
 
25. Hamza 
a. Dumitru Hamza; Mitea Gomza 



b. – 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
26. Ioan diac  
a. Johann Literatum Rutenum 
b. Diac 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
27. Ioan Grumaz 
a. Joanysz Hrumaż 
b. pârcălab al Ciceului; staroste de Cernăuți 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
28. Ioan Gurzo  
a. Iohannes Gwrzo 
b. - 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
29. Ioan Tăutu logofăt 
a. Tăutul; Johannes Tethul 
b. pisar; logofăt; mare logofăt 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
30. Ion Mușat pârcălab 
a. Onică Mușat 
b. vornic de-al doilea; pârcălab de Hotin 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504). 
 
31. Ioan Oglindă 
a. Oglenda 
b. Paharnic de rang mai mic, posibil traducător 



c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 
 
32. Ioan Vrânceanul diac 
a. Ioannes Waranchan; Ioannes Literatus 
b. diac; administrator al domeniului Ceceiu; pârcălab 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
33. Ioannes Tzamplakon 
a. Ioanes Zamblacho; Johannes Paleologus Zambelacus 
Constantinopolitanus; Ioan Țamblac 
b. - 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
34. Ieremia  
a. - 
b. Vistiernic 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
35. Ieromonahul Domețian 
a. Dometian; Dionisie 
b. Arhimandrit 
c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432) 
 
36. Isac Vistiernicul  
a. Isak Wisternik 
b. vistiernic; pârcălab de Cetatea Nouă; logofăt 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), Ștefăniță 
Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 1527) 
 
37. Ivan Cupcici logofăt 
a. Pan Cupcici 
b. Logofăt; vornic; Member of the Prince’s Council 



c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432), 
Iliaș I – first reign January 1432 – October 1433), Ștefan al 
II-lea (September 1434 – August 1435) 
 
38. Ivan Isăescul pitar 
a. Ivanco 
b. Pitar 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 

 
39. Ivanco pitar 
a. Iwanko Pytar; Ivancko 
b. pitar 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), 
Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 

 
40. Iuga vameș 
a. Iuga de Tattrus; Bolgaro ex Moldavia 
b. vameș la Trotuș 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
41. Iuga postelnicul 
a. Iuszko 
b. postelnic 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
42. Luca Cârje 
a. Luca Kirssa/Kirsza; Kumiennik 
b. humelnic; tălmaci 
c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 
 



43. Luca Dracea 
a. Dracea 
b. tălmaci 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
44. Mateiaș logofăt 
a. Mathiam Wysternik; Matheus Tenekal 
b. vistiernic; logofăt 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538)  - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546), Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – 
December 1540), Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 – 11 June 
1551). 
 
45. Matiaș diac  
a. Matei de la Badeuți 
b. diac 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
46. Maxim Hârbor 
a. Harrabor 
b. postelnic; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Petru Rareș - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546) 
 
47. Mihău Vrânceanul spătarul 
a. Mihău spătar; Vrânceanu spătar 
b. spătar; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
48. Mihul logofăt 
a. Mihail 
b. grămătic; pisar; logofăt;  
c. Alexandru cel Bun, Ștefan al II-lea; Iliaș I; Petru al II-
lea; Petru Aron. 



 
49. Mihul pârcălab de Hotin 
a. Mihail; Michael castellanus zuchaviensis; Mihul 
hatmanul 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin; portar de Suceava; hatman 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538); Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – December 
1540). 

 
50. Neagoe  
a. Neagu 
b. Grămătic; logofăt de-al doilea; Member of the Prince’s 
Council 
c. Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 1432), 
Ștefan al II-lea (August 1435 – August 1442) 

 
51. Nicolae Burlă 
a. - 
b. Staroste de Șipinți 
c. Petru Rareș (February 19, 1541 – September 3, 1546), 
Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 – 11 June 1551), Ștefan 
Rareș (May 24, 1551 – September 1, 1552), Alexandru 
Lăpușneanu - first reign (September 1552 – 18 November 
1561) 

 
52. Negrilă pârcălab de Hotin 
a. - 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), Petru 
Rareș - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 18, 1538) 

 
53. Oancea pârcălabul 
a. Oncha Porkolab 
b. Pârcălab de al doilea 



c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 

 
54. Oțel 
a. - 
b. – 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538)   

 
55. Petrașco ceașnic 
a. - 
b. Ceașnic; mare paharnic; Member of the Prince’s 
Council 
c. Petru Rareș - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546); Iliaș Rareș Iliaș Rareș (3 September 
1546 – 11 June 1551) 

 
56. Petre Cârcă 
a. Petre Cârcovici 
b. Diac; logofăt al II-lea; pârcălab al II-lea la Neamț 
c. Petru Rareș - the second reign - (February 19, 1541 – 
September 3, 1546); Iliaș Rareș (3 September 1546 – 11 
June 1551), Ștefan Rareș (May 24, 1551 – September 1, 
1552) 

 
57. Petru de Insula 
a. Petrus de Insula 
b. Episcop de Baia 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
58. Petrică Hărman 
a. Petru 
b. comis 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 



59. Petrică pârcălab de Cetatea Nouă 
a. Petrea; Petrică comis 
b. Comis; pârcălab; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
60. Petru Vartic 
a. Piotr Wartyk 
b. Portar de Suceava; 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538), Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – December 
1540) 
 
61. Raynaldo 
a. - 
b. Negustor 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
62. Simion Draxin 
a. Draxin; Drăgan 
b. Pârcălab al Ciceului; comis 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
63. Simion ușer 
a. Simonem hostarium 
b. Ușer; tălmaci; 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 
 
64. Solomon 
a. Her Salmon de Moldavia 
b. pârcălab 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538) 



 
65. Stanciul Marele 
a. - 
b. Vistiernic; postelnic; pârcălab al Cetății Albe; Member 
of the Prince’s Council 
c. Iliaș I and Ștefan al II-lea (1432-1447), Petru Aron 
(February 24, 1452 – August 22, 1454), Ștefan cel Mare 
(April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
66. Stanislav Rotompan 
a. Stanislav de la Ielova 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Roman I (December 1391 / March 1392 – March 

1394), Alexandru cel Bun (April 23, 1400 – January 1, 
1432) 

 
67. Steclea Ilie 
a. Steclă 
b. - 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
68. Stețco 
a. Stețcu 
b. - 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
69. Șandru, pârcălab de Cetatea Nouă 
a. Șandru Cârjevici 
b. Comis; pârcălab al Cetății Noi; Member of the Prince’s 
Council; 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), Ștefăniță 
Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 1527) 
 



70. Șandru diac 
a. Șandru Cârje 
b. Diac; 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
71. Șendrică de la Dorohoi 
a. Șandru Tolocico 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504); 
 
72. Șerbici Iurie 
a. Iurie Șerbescul 
b. Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
73. Talabă pârcălab de Hotin 
a. - 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin; Member of the Prince’s Council; 
c. Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527), Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – 
September 18, 1538). 
 
74. Toader Bubuiog logofăt 
a. Toder; Theodorum 
b. Postelnic; vornic; pârcălab al Cetății Noi; logofăt. 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), Ștefăniță 
Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 1527), Petru 
Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 18, 
1538). 
 
75. Toader Prodan  
a. Tador Prodanovici 
b. Diac; pisar; Member of the Prince’s Council; 



c. Ștefan al II-lea (1445 – July 1447), Ștefan cel Mare 
(April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 
76. Toader pârcălab de Hotin 
a. Feodor Isaev 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin; Member of the Prince’s Council 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504), 
Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517) 
 
77. Toma Barnovschi 
a. Toma Barnowski 
b. Staroste de Cernăuți; hatman. 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538), Alexandru Lăpușneanu - the second reign 
(October 1564 – 9 March 1568), Despot Vodă (18 
November 1561 – 5 November 1563). 
 
78. Toma Cățelean 
a. Toma Cățălean 
b. Comis 
c. Bogdan al III-lea (July 2, 1504 – April 20, 1517), 
Ștefăniță Vodă cel Tânăr (April 20, 1517 – January 14, 
1527) 
 
79. Toma Ivanov 
a. Toma Zîșcovici 
b. Vistiernic; logofăt. 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538), Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – December 
1540). 
 
80. Vetriș 
a. Watress 
b. – 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 



 
81. Vlad pârcălab de Hotin 
a. Wlad Choczinsky 
b. Pârcălab de Hotin 
c. Petru Rareș  - first reign (January 20, 1527 – September 
18, 1538), Ștefan Lăcustă (18 September 1538 – December 
1540). 
 
82. Vulpaș logofăt 
a. - 
b. Grămătic; logofăt. 
c. Ștefan cel Mare (April 14, 1457 – July 2, 1504) 
 

 

 



Conclusion 
This study focused on the diplomacy of the 

Principality of Moldavia between 1400 and 1546 and 
aimed to provide a comprehensive and systematic 
overview of Moldavian diplomatic activity. The approach 
was based on three complementary tools: a chronological 
inventory of the missions, the compilation of a list of these 
missions, and the creation of prosopographic profiles of 
the envoys. Together, these have made it possible to 
overcome the fragmentation of documentary evidence 
found in previous historiography and to treat the 
Moldavian diplomatic corps as a subject of study in its 
own right, within a geopolitical context marked by 
instability and rivalry amongst the great powers. 

The list constructed on the basis of available 
sources reveals a stratified and adaptable structure. Major 
diplomatic missions, with large delegations, coexist 
alongside smaller missions, geared towards effective 
communication and rapid negotiation, and anonymous 
missions linked to the transfer of information and discreet 
surveillance. This differentiation shows that Moldavian 
diplomacy operated using a variety of instruments, insofar 
as the sources allow for comparison, on a par with those 
of other Christian chancelleries in the 15th and 16th 
centuries. 

The prosopographic analysis has highlighted the 
role of the princely chancellery, which was not merely a 
centre for drafting, authenticating and translating 
documents, but also a training ground for officials with 
diplomatic responsibilities. The institutional links 
between the chancellery and foreign missions, the 
professional training provided, and the hereditary nature 



of certain posts indicate the existence of selection and 
training mechanisms. Linguistic skills and knowledge of 
protocol customs attest to a concern for cultural 
adaptation, whilst the appointment of individuals from 
outside the principality, such as the governor Bernaldinus 
or the interpreter Luca Dracea, to missions to distant 
regions demonstrates a pragmatic openness to diverse 
contexts. 

The horizontal prosopographic approach, applied 
over a limited period, has shown that envoys were drawn 
mainly from the ranks of the middle-to-high nobility, who 
combined internal administrative duties with the foreign 
missions entrusted to them by the prince. A diplomatic 
career proved to be closely linked to administrative rank, 
and the selection of envoys depended on negotiating 
skills, knowledge of languages and literacy, and, above 
all, the prince’s trust. Marital alliances facilitated access 
to positions of trust, whilst private wealth provided the 
resources necessary to support missions and consolidate 
influence. In the absence of precise chronological data, 
estimates of age remain approximate, but suggest entry 
into diplomatic service around the age of 25–35. The 
interdependence between kinship networks, 
administrative structures and the selection of envoys 
provides a structural explanation for the functioning of 
Moldovan delegations. 

Moldova’s position, at the confluence of divergent 
spheres of influence, necessitated a multidirectional 
diplomacy, designed to support the prince’s foreign 
policy. In relation to the Ottoman Empire, from Alexander 
the Good until the consolidation of Ottoman hegemony in 
the 16th century, the chancellery had to constantly 



recalibrate its strategies, oscillating between armed 
resistance, formal recognition and pragmatic negotiation. 

In relation to the other Christian states, the 
struggle against the Ottoman Empire and keeping it at 
Europe’s borders was used as a diplomatic argument and 
as the basis for legitimising anti-Ottoman resistance, 
whilst relations with the Kingdom of Poland evolved 
towards compromise solutions in relation to the Sublime 
Porte. This variety of approaches enabled Moldavia to 
retain its political autonomy for a significant period. 

The limitations of the sources necessitated a 
critical methodology. Gaps are evident in the Ottoman 
and Athonite documents, where the identity of envoys is 
rarely recorded, but also in those of neighbouring 
chancelleries, which often amount to little more than brief 
mentions, such as the courts’ expenditure registers. The 
cross-referencing of several categories of sources and a 
cautious interpretation of the data have led to the 
exclusion of certain contacts previously considered to be 
envoys, but which in fact constituted mere diplomatic 
correspondence, transmitted by a messenger. The 
distinction between missions proper, courier services and 
administrative representation was essential, whilst the 
broad category of anonymous emissaries remains a major 
challenge for prosopographical research. 

The results show a gradual shift from ad hoc 
diplomacy to a coherent ‘system’, better suited to the 
needs of the reign, which reflects the general dynamics of 
European inter-state relations. Moldova became part of an 
extensive diplomatic network and asserted its political 
identity, supported by a consolidated chancellery, 
mechanisms for training officials, and a network of 



external agents such as translators, couriers and 
intermediaries. However, the definition of the diplomatic 
instrument coincided with a narrowing of the scope for 
manoeuvre: from the mid-16th century onwards, the 
Sublime Porte’s influence over foreign policy decisively 
limited the principality’s strategic autonomy. 

The research also had a human dimension. 
Moldavian envoys took on the risks of long and perilous 
journeys, and sometimes paid with their lives, as 
illustrated by the case of Bernaldinus, who never returned 
from his journey to Venice. This study thus addresses the 
need to identify the ‘ambassadors of the past’, as 
highlighted by G. Bezviconi decades ago. 

Our contribution lies in the systematisation and 
classification of information on Moldavian envoys and in 
providing a methodological framework that can be 
applied to similar prosopographical studies in Eastern 
Europe and the Balkans. It also opens up prospects for a 
comparative history of late medieval diplomacy and the 
transition to modern diplomacy. Within this framework, 
pre-modern diplomacy emerges as a social, institutional 
and cultural phenomenon, essential for the preservation of 
sovereignty and the survival of medieval states in Eastern 
Europe. By transforming figures previously regarded as 
secondary into autonomous subjects of research, this work 
provides an analytical tool for understanding the 
complexity of the Moldovan diplomatic apparatus. 
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