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Summary 

 

 The Julian calendar was born from Julius Caesar's intention to profoundly reform the 

entire chronological system to put an end to a chaotic situation that reigned in Rome. In this 

regard, there had been major discrepancies between official and astronomical dates. "Caesar, 

for this purpose, resorted to the expertise of certain Greek specialists, coming from 

Alexandria, especially the mathematician Sosigenes. The operation of reforming the calendar 

began in 46 BC, upon Caesar's return to Rome. In order to reach an almost complete 

concordance between the calendar and the astronomical dates, three additional months were 

inserted between November and December, two of 22 days and one of 23 days. This gave 67 

extra days for the year 46. From January 1, 45, the Julian calendar came into operation, which 

is the basis of our calendar. During the Middle Ages, adjustments were made, those of our 

current calendar, but which also proceeded from the time standardization carried out by 

Sosigenes. That is, the year of 365 days was established, exceeded by one day every four 

years. At the same time, it was definitively established that the civil year would begin on 

January 1, the date the beginning of the new consulship. And the month called Quinctilis, in 

which Caesar was born, soon became July, from Caesar's gentile Julius”1. 

 The calendar compiled by Sosigenes was the most accurate of his time, but the year he 

calculated was longer than the year of the celestial calendar (by 11 minutes and approx. 46 

seconds). The celestial or tropical year is measured once the sun reaches the date of the 

spring equinox, when day is equal to night. All this meant that the sun's return to the spring 

equinox was delayed compared to the celestial calendar in which the 11 minutes and 46 

seconds were found. This piece of time, which seems very small, was added up year by year 

to finally result in one day every 128 years. This day actually represented a delay compared 

to the celestial (tropical) calendar, which was accumulated year by year. By the 16th century, 

the delay had reached 10 days, with the vernal equinox falling 10 days earlier, on March 11. 

A reform of the calendar was urgent and necessary. This was carried out by Pope Gregory 

XIII at the request of the Council of Trent, with the help of the Italian astronomer Luigi Lilio 

(full name Aluise Baldasar Lilio), in 1582. 

                                                            
1 Eugen Cizek, Istoria Romei, Ed. Paideia, București, 2002, p. 198. 
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 In 1924, according to the recommendations of the Pan-Orthodox Congress of 

Constantinople (1923), the Romanian Orthodox Church decided to adopt the corrected Julian 

calendar. The old calendar, compiled since the time of Julius Caesar, in 45 BC (hence the 

popular name "Julian") had fallen behind the tropical year of 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes 

and 46 seconds. The Roman Catholic Church reformed the calendar, eliminating the 

difference of ten days that had accumulated until 1582, hence the name "Gregorian", after the 

name of the pope who initiated the change - Gregory XIII. 

 Interwar Romania was strongly polarized socially, politically, and economically. The 

calendar was an issue that was supposed to ensure order and better integration of the 

provinces that had joined the Old Kingdom in 1918. The effect was adverse – a rift (in church 

language, a schism) was created between those who adopted the calendar reform and those 

who rejected it, a minority within the Orthodox Church, especially in the Neamț and Suceava 

counties of Moldova. In Bessarabia the situation was even more unfortunate – the old style 

being deeply rooted due to the shortcomings inherited from more than a century of Russian 

rule. In these conditions, groups of believers emerged who rejected the reform initiated by the 

Church after the decision of the Synod and continued to organize their lives according to the 

old, uncorrected calendar. 

 The reasons for choosing this research topic are multiple. First of all, a better 

knowledge of the minority group "stylists", that is, the followers of the old Julian calendar, 

therefore incorrect, a religious, not ethnic minority, which gradually broke away from the 

Orthodox Church in the interwar period. Another reason is to eliminate the frequent 

confusions that occur among Romanian society between Christians of the old style and those 

of the old rite. The latter are also a minority, but in a double sense, ethnic and religious. In 

popular language they are called Lipoveni or Staroveri and are present especially in 

Dobrogea, in the Danube Delta area, but also in some areas of Moldova. They are basically 

ethnic Russians and Ukrainians who refused the religious reform of Patriarch Nikon, settling 

in the Romanian space in the 18th century to avoid the persecutions to which they were 

subjected. 

 The present research also aims to shed light on the conflicts between the State and the 

followers of the old calendar which, especially towards the mid-1930s of the last century, 

destabilized the rural world in Moldova. The issue of stylistic disturbances became a national 

security issue that resulted in victims among believers, but also among law enforcement 
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officers. The events degenerated into anarchy, especially in the two epicenters of the 

“stylistic” movement – Neamț and Suceava (Baia) counties. Aspects such as the Church’s 

lack of tact and skill in making the calendar reform known among believers, as well as the 

fanatical resistance to change, especially of some rural communities influenced from outside, 

need to be clarified. This resistance was amplified by the political factor, by some “vagabond 

monks” (as they were called in the Archive documents of the time), but also by the ignorance 

and naivety of many of the inhabitants of the villages at the time. 

 Among the objectives is to clarify as equidistantly as possible the situation generated 

by the calendar change from a local perspective, by going through as many documents as 

possible from the National Archives of Neamț and Suceava counties, in order to make an X-

ray of the disturbances caused by the reform of the church calendar. Another objective is to 

compare the events that took place in Romania with the calendar correction and those in the 

Slavic-Greek space (Russia, Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia). There were disturbances throughout 

this space, maintained by some rebellious clerics, others passionate, or simply because of 

resistance to change, knowing that any change – especially insufficiently prepared – can 

cause resistance, intolerance or fanaticism, in this case, religious. 

The primary objective, however, is to find out the causes that led to the rupture of the 

Church, when, paradoxically, the objective of that calendar correction was precisely the unity 

of the Church and the believers in the Kingdom of Greater Romania. 

Research stage 

Among those who have contributed by researching the stylistic phenomenon in 

Romania are, first and foremost, Radu Petre Mureșan, Stilismus în România (1924-2011), Ed. 

Agnos, Sibiu, 2012, a work republished with the blessing of His Holiness Teofan, 

Metropolitan of Moldavia and Bucovina, at Ed. Doxologia, Iași, in 2023, Stilismus în 

România (1924-2022). The two works abound in information taken from central archive 

documents, as well as references to the latest works published on the topic of correcting the 

calendar, but especially the consequences of this reforming approach. 

Other authors who deal with the issue are: Nicolae Popescu, The Misunderstanding of 

the Calendar Correction, Ed. Europolis, Constanța, 2002; Ștefan Argatu, The Stylists of 

Romania. Historical. Truth. Correction, Ed. ,,Mila Creștină”, 2009. There are also a series of 

articles on the corrected calendar published in the pages of some theological journals: Ene 
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Braniște, The Problem of the Unification of the Liturgical Calendar in the Orthodox 

Churches, in ,,Orthodoxia”, no. 2/1955; Ilie Cleopa, Clarification Regarding the Mistakes of 

the Stylists, in ,,B.O.R”, no. 3-4, 1955; Petre David, The Anti-Calendars, Lost Sons of the 

Orthodox Church, in ,,Missionary and Patriotic Guide”, 1988; Ioan Dură, The Corrected 

Calendar in the Romanian Orthodox Church, in "Theological Studies", no. 1, Jan.-Feb. 1990. 

These works and studies, like many others, look at this issue strictly from the point of view of 

the Orthodox Church, being canonical. They do not reveal a critical side in the activity and 

role of the Church, especially in the interwar period, that of the great changes. 

Works and studies that are outside the church area are represented by: George Enache, 

Adrian Nicolae Petcu, Orthodox Monasticism and Communist Power in Romania in the 

1950s, Partener Publishing House, 2009; Florian Bichir, The Orthodox Near Us: Historical 

and Canonical Study of the Old Style Orthodox Church in Romania. Unpublished Documents 

from the Archives of the Security Service, Timișoara, 2011; Irina Livezeanu, Culture and 

Nationalism in Greater Romania, Humanitas Publishing House, 1998; Alberto Basciani, The 

Difficult Unire. Bessarabia and Greater Romania 1918-1940, Cartier, 2nd ed., 2018; Alberto 

Basciani, Cristina Brăgea (editors), Romania after the First World War. A complex 

modernization, Humanitas, 2025; Andreas Saurer, Modernisierung und Tradition: das 

rumanische Dorf 1918-1989, Sankt Augustin, 2003; James Kapalo and Tatiana Vagramenko, 

Hidden Galleries: Material Religion in the Secret Police Archives in Central and Eastern 

Europe, European Research Council, 2020; Roland Clark, Introduction. Sectarianism and 

Renewall in 1920s Romania: The Limits of Orthodoxy and Nation-Building, London, 

Bloomsbury Academic, 2021; Andreea Kaltenbrunner, Modernization Struggles in Interwar 

Romania: Old Calendarists, Church and Government in Bessarabia in 1930s, The Slavonic 

and East European Review, 2021, Lucian N. Leuștean, The concept of symphonia in 

contemporary European Orthodoxy, in ,,International Journal for the Study of the Christian 

Church”, 2011; Oliver Jens Schmitt, State Church or Church in the State? A History of the 

Romanian Orthodox Church 1918-2023, Ed. Humanitas, 2023. 

A local perspective of the stylistic phenomenon is present in Andreea Petruescu The 

stylistic movement in Bessarabia, 1935-1936. Causes and solutions. Local perspectives, 

Caietele CNSAS, IX, 1-2 (17-18), 2017 and the Memoir of the stylistic peasants to King 

Carol II. Basarabia, 1936, in the "Historical Review", volume XXVI, no. 5-6, September-

December 2015. The positioning of local actors, namely the Orthodox Church and the 

Gendarmerie, towards the movement against the calendar correction is analyzed. The same 
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analysis, also from a local perspective, is carried out by the present research targeting the 

interwar counties of Baia and Neamț. The protagonists this time will be the Gendarmerie, the 

army and the stylistic group led by Glicherie Tănase, one of the leaders of this movement in 

the Moldavian area. 

Last but not least, stylistic literature was also consulted, that is, that printed with the 

blessing of the Old Style Orthodox Church of Romania (BOSVR): Eastern Orthodox Church 

of Romania. History of the Slătioara Monastery, Ed. Schimbarea la Față, Râșca commune, 

Suceava county, 2009; Saint Hierarch Glicherie the Confessor. A life for Christ. The life, 

passions and miracles of Saint Hierarch Glicherie the Confessor, Ed. Schimbarea la Față, 

Râșca commune, Suceava county, 2012; Constantin Bujor, 65 years of persecution of the old-

style Romanian Orthodox Church (Oct. 1924 – Dec. 1989), Ed. Schimbarea la Față, Râșca 

commune, Suceava county, 1998. I purchased all these titles directly from the source, visiting 

the Slătioara Monastery for better and more accurate documentation. 

Structure 

As can be seen from the table of contents, the present work is structured in four major 

chapters, in which aspects relating to the attempts to reform the calendar are presented, 

starting from the reign of Alexandru Ioan Cuza in the Principalities, to the disturbances of the 

interwar period in the Kingdom of Greater Romania and the organization of the Old Style 

Orthodox Church in Romania, in the post-war period. Everything culminated with the 

transition to the old calendar of the retired archpriest Galaction Cordun, in 1955, when his 

dethronement by the Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church also occurred. 

The first chapter, entitled "History of the Adoption of the Gregorian Calendar by 

the Romanian State", presents a first attempt by the state to obtain the Church's agreement 

in principle for the transition to the corrected Gregorian calendar. The idea of changing the 

calendar spread throughout the country, arousing Russian opposition even in Constantinople, 

activating both the patriarch and all Orthodox agents in this regard. Here, the correction of 

the calendar, which did not affect the dogmas of the Church in any way, became a political 

issue, raised to the highest forums of the Orthodox world. Russia skillfully speculated on the 

role of "protector" of Orthodox Christians in the Balkans, exerting pressure including in 

Constantinople, knowing that the Romanian Orthodox Church was not yet autocephalous. 

After this failure, another attempt to introduce the new calendar was made during the German 

occupation of Romania, between December 1916 and November 1918. Concretely, this 
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meant the disappearance of an entire period between December 19-31, 1916. The decision 

caused a shockwave throughout civil society, but especially in the ecclesiastical world of the 

hierarchs of the Romanian Orthodox Church2. 

The second chapter is called "Calendar Reform. The Resistance Movement in the 

Neamț and Suceava areas". It constitutes the core of the work and presents the Church's 

attempt to modernize itself and not remain outside astronomical time. As a temporal horizon, 

relevant historical facts are presented regarding the calendar reform starting with 1924, when 

the Synod decided to switch to the corrected calendar, until the end of the interwar period, 

when the anti-calendarist unrest will reach its peak. The events in Albineț in 1935 and Piatra-

Neamț in 1936 were edifying in this sense. The movement of the old "calendarists" was a 

protest against the official and majority Church, but also an attempt to prevent the 

modernization of the state. In Bessarabia, where again there was a special and much more 

sensitive situation, the acceptance of the new calendar was in fact synonymous with the 

acceptance of the Romanian Orthodox Church and the new Romanian state3. The calendar 

becomes in these circumstances the perfect opportunity to further unify the historical 

provinces of the country. If initially it was a matter that concerned only the Church, after a 

short time politics also intervened. This interference would cause even more harm, instead of 

bringing concord between those directly involved in the phenomenon. Of course, the political 

parties of the era also intervened in the matter of the calendar. 

The third chapter is called "Old Calendarists and dictatorial regimes", being an   

x-ray of the style in the totalitarian regimes that succeeded each other after 1938: the 

dictatorship of King Carol II, the national-legionary state, the military dictatorship of Marshal 

Antonescu and the communization of Romania after World War II. Paradoxically, the 

communists' coming to power led to the recognition in 1947 of the "Religious Association of 

Eastern Traditionalist Christians" based in Târgu Neamț, by decision no. 30630/1947. They 

were led by Gheorghe Iacobaș and Gheorghe Moșneagu, with Glicherie Tănase himself as 

their spiritual leader. 

In the last chapter of the work, attention is drawn to the "Parallel Hierarchy" which 

came into being only in 1955. Until that moment, some events had occurred that preceded the 

                                                            
2 Puiu Lățea, Crăciun 1916: chestiunea calendarului înainte și după Marele Război, în 

www.muzeulmemoriei.ro , accesat 23.02.2023. 
3 Andreea Petruescu, Mișcarea stilistă în Basarabia, 1935-1936. Cauze și soluții. Perspective locale, în 

,,Caietele CNSAS”, nr. 9/1-2, 2017, p. 62. 

 

http://www.muzeulmemoriei.ro/
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creation of a clandestine church, recognized today only as the "Old Style Orthodox Church of 

Romania" Association, headquartered at Slătioara Monastery, Râșca commune, Suceava 

county. Therefore, in 1948, the new Law on Cults (Law 177/4 August 1948) was voted, 

which formally guaranteed freedom of conscience and belief throughout the Romanian 

People's Republic. The distinction between "historical cult" and "association" was eliminated, 

with all organizations of a religious nature being called, generically, "religious cults". In 

order to operate in full legality, cults had to send the statute of operation and organization to 

the relevant Ministry, and were subsequently recognized by the Presidium of the Grand 

National Assembly4. The total number of recognized cults was 14: Orthodox, Roman 

Catholic, Armenian-Gregorian, Old Rite Christian (Lipovian), four Protestant cults 

(Reformed, Evangelical-Lutheran, Synodal-Presbyterian and Unitarian), four neo-Protestant 

(Baptist, Adventist, Pentecostal, Christian according to the Gospel), two non-Christian cults 

(Mosaic and Muslim). Although the representatives of the stylists repeatedly requested 

official recognition by those "Christian associations", this did not happen. 

The last section of the chapter is dedicated to Galaction (Gheorghe, by baptismal 

name) Cordun, secretary of the Holy Synod, abbot of the Neamț and Secu Monasteries, 

spiritual father of the Royal Family. On January 1, 1949, he was retired, like other bishops, 

due to age limit, by Patriarch Justinian Marina. But the most reprehensible thing that 

Galaction Cordun did was legitimize a parallel church that the state, alongside the officially 

recognized church, had been fighting since 1924. Thus, on April 13, 1955, the Romanian 

Patriarchate received a notification from the "Central Council of the Old Style Organization", 

registered at the Bucharest Tribunal with no. 2169/April 13, 1955, which states that that 

Council, meeting on April 5, 1955 in an extraordinary session, "sanctified to have at our head 

P.S. Bishop Galaction, an old and worthy fighter for the cause of the old calendar"5. Patriarch 

Justinian Marina urgently convened the members of the Holy Synod, on the very day of April 

14, Maundy Thursday (when the Holy and Great Chrism is consecrated - in fact, the only day 

in the year when the Church performs this special ordinance) and deposed the retired hierarch 

Galaction Cordun, without the right of appeal6. Galaction, the new "bishop" of the Old Style 

Church, will perform the ordinations in the position of a former hierarch, deposed by the 

Orthodox Church. 

                                                            
4 Decret nr. 177/1948, în Monitorul Oficial, nr. 204 din 3 septembrie 1948. 
5 Arhivele Secretariatului de Stat pentru Culte, Consiliul Central al Bisericii Dreptslăvitoare București către 

Ministerul Culturii și Cultelor, adresa nr. 2171/13 aprilie 1955. 
6 Arhivele Administrației Patriarhale, dosar nr. 34/1955, f. 24-26. 
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This was the episode of the calendar reform carried out by the Church in 1924 for 

scientific and unionist reasons. It was obvious that the 13 days that the Julian calendar, which 

was more inaccurate, had lagged behind, had to be corrected. The correction of the calendar 

meant that the Kingdom of Greater Romania belonged to the Western world, to the Western 

system of values, based on innovation. The new calendar contributed decisively to the 

homogenization of the nation – there were no longer two distinct calendars in the country, 

one secular and the other ecclesiastical. It is true, some did not understand this approach, 

either out of ignorance or out of commercial or political interest. The effects did not end in 

1965, 10 years after the creation of the Slătioara metropolitanate (through Galaction Cordun's 

transition to stylism, in April 1955), but they persist to this day. Fortunately, the scale is 

much reduced. The most numerous communities are still found in parts of Moldova, 

especially in the Neamț and Suceava areas. The followers of the old calendar remain faithful 

to the situation before 1924, remaining a distinct and minority group within Romanian 

Orthodoxy, not yet recognized by the representative bodies of the Romanian state, such as the 

State Secretariat for Religions. 
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