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The First World War was a major turning point in the history of mankind, which
influenced the societies of the belligerent states, its effects being observable even today. Even
if it was surpassed by duration and victims by the Second World War, its memory and impact
could not be forgotten. The countries of the Entente subscribed their efforts to a civilizational
role, even assuming the idea of a Crusade, obtaining the oxymoronic motivation of the war for
peace, in which any sword raised against Germany (seen as leader of the Central Powers) had
the aim of building a better, more peaceful world. They also insisted that the war had a healing
role from militarism and the force against right, being fought against leaders and systems, not
against peoples'.

Even if Romania fought a coalition war, even considering ideology in choosing its side,
its participation was mostly represented by different goals, showing the patriotic-traditionalist
approach, with determinist nuances, as a prelude to the Great Union, in which the goal justified
the means. Even if this approach is not totally flawed (without the sacrifices and determination
of the Romanians, the country would have collapsed), it can simplify or skip certain nuances,
causes, variations in goals and attitudes. Sometimes, there are tendencies of extraction from the
great panel by highlighting the Romanian efforts in the unequal fight against enemies and
fulfilling its obligations to the allies, even if Greater Romania was just a dream in the eve of its
entering into war, highly depending to the international evolution. The newer approaches,
characterised by objectivity and adopting the tendencies of the Western historiography,
generated positive results by extending the studied categories/phenomena, as well as a larger
approach of the theme, but most of them handled limited subjects, generated by the need of the
novelty factor.

The present research and thesis started from the wish and need of profound
comprehension of the Romanian saga from the Great War by the way in which its
contemporaries viewed and regarded their enemies. It aims the production of a complementary
perspective on mostly known events, which could help in understanding the actions, precedents,
preparations and echoes. This tendency can be observed in the motivations of some
memorialists who wanted to present more than just events. In the introduction of his memoris,
Constantin Diamandi affirmed that their elaboration and eventual publication does not have the

aim of showing the war, but the way in which every country was according to its ideas and way

'H. G. Wells, The War that will end war, London, Frank&Cecil Palmer, 1914, p. 11-15.
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of perceiving it?, also including descriptions of the errors made, because they reflect the
mentalities of the past, a model of comprehensive approach which can be a motto of the thesis.

The beginning of my studies on the subject, doubling as a motivational factor, was based
on the researching of some primary sources, observing some particularities and paradoxes of
the Romanian war experiences. The total war mobilised and made vulnerable the population at
an unprecedented level (including the civilians far beyond the frontlines), making its
contemporaries to perceive it very intensely. The prolonged periods of stress, hunger, tension
and uncertainty could generate antitethical perceptions and representations to those considered
as allies or enemies by the cognitive flaw named dichotomous thinking/black and white

3 Therefore, the visions about the other could have absolutization tendencies, in

thinking
which the disagreements with the enemy could be transformed in high treasons, and the actions
of the enemy in demonic expressions. Moreover, the way in which the other was perceived
depended not only to their present quality as allies or enemies, but also of their mentalities
regarding their countries, mostly formed across generations.

Thus, it can be explained, in a first phase, the respect and expectations attitudes
regarding the German enemy and the behaviour of its soldiers, superior to those regarding the
allied Russian, as well as the exacerbation of the hate against the enemy military (mostly
differentiated based on their nationality) according to their actions or the rapid change of
regarding the war from an offensive, liberation one to a defensive one, fought against the
invading enemy. Even if, at a first glance, the problematic could seem straightforward (in war,
the soldier must hate its enemy as a part of his motivation and must appreciate his ally, who has
the same aims and enemies), according to the aspects mentioned above, it is necessary to
research several factors, which also represents the main objectives of the thesis: how the
perceptions and representations of the enemy are formed, how they modify according to the
internal/international situation/the war phase and the role of the historical past in this
phenomena; how the Western propaganda against the common enemy was perceived by the
Romanians (alongside the addition of some autochthonous realities for obtaining a new image),
also applying to the enemies propaganda (who tried to alter and even reverse their perception
on their allies and enemies), if the Romanians viewed their enemies as the same or differentiated

and vice-versa and how their visions could be modified by the political-military situation.

2 Constantin Diamandi, Memorii, corespondenta diplomatica, vol. 1, 1914-1915, Bucuresti, Arhivele Nationale ale
Romaniei, 2020, p. 25.
3 Andrea Bonior, Psihologia, Bucuresti, Editura Litera, 2019, p. 80.
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The definitions of the terms of the thesis — Perceptions and representations of the enemy
amongst Romanians during the times of the Great War — is necessary for having a starting base,
a thematic framing and the structure of the research. Perception and representation, synonymous
terms to a certain extent, are concepts borrowed from psychology and philosophy by the
development and popularisation of the multidisciplinary history initially promoted by the
School of Annales. Perception is a complex sensorial psychological complex with an objective
component that realises the direct reflection of the attributes and structures of the objects and
phenomena in the form of primary images*. Even if the subject needs to have a direct contact
to the stimulus in order to be formed, the perception is not a passive form of recording reality,
being influenced by attention processes, the way of transmitting and precedent knowledge’. The
representation is defined as a secondary process and product or constructing the image of an
actual, present object in its absence and without its obligatory existence, as an elementary
process of memory, thinking and imaginations, building mental images®. The representations
could also mean the modalities of exteriorisation of ideas and experiences.

It is also necessary to briefly analyse the imaginary, the basic form of mental creations,
which generates mentalities and identity-alterity. It is defined as a domain of creative
imagination, which mixes different sensorial representations of objects or situations, for
example dreams, myths and plastic creations’. Because of its niche character and its
psychological/philosophical implications, the imaginary is difficult to define even for its
theoreticians, Lucian Boia reviewing some tries. His definition states the imaginary as
everything beyond concrete reality, directly or indirectly perceived by mental processes,
constructed with the help of archetypes (essential thinking tendencies), also including history
in the realm of imaginary®. The image — primary component of the imaginary, aims its character
of sensitive representation or mental picture resulted after the sensorial reflection of objects and
phenomena’.

The research follows the military meaning of the enemy — belligerent adversary state,
alongside its armed forces, citizens and all its means of action or the forces which are acting or
could act against the own troops'’, meaning the concept of the fight against an entire nation, as

well against a potential enemy. The enemy is a central theme in the military tactic and strategy,

4 Paul Popescu-Neveanu, Dictionar de psihologie, Bucuresti, Editura Albatros, 1978, p. 523.

5 Roland Dodon, Frangoise Parrot, Dictionar de psihologie, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2006, p. 577-578.
6 Paul Popescu-Neveanu, op. cit., p. 617.

7 Roland Dodon, Frangoise Parrot, op. cit., p. 385.

8 Lucian Boia, Pentru o istorie a imaginarului, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2000, p. 12-19.

° Pavel Apostol et al., Dictionar de filozofie, Bucuresti, Editura Politica, 1978, p. 344.

10 Lexicon militar, Bucuresti, Academia Militard, Editura Militara, 1980, p. 364.
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with operations for imposing the own will against the enemy. In the offensive, the troops aim
to capture, chase out or destroy the enemy, and in the defensive the aim is to stop, repel or slow
up the actions of the attacking enemy!!. I choose to use this meaning because the concept of the
internal enemy/enemy from within would have changed the main subject of the research and
would have extended it beyond its proposed limits. Thus, the political intrigues will be just
mentioned by the difference of projecting the main enemy of Romania towards the Entente or
Central Powers and the enemy from within by its perception as representative of the military
one or having the same nationality. Applying the definitions and analysis, I can affirm that the
image of the enemy is built by the sensation-perception-representation sequence, later fixated
by the memory, thinking and imagination, according to every individual motivation and
personality.

By the Romanians from the times of the Great War 1 had in mind those who acted for
the realisation of the objectives of Romania and the Entente by fighting against the Central
Powers, especially those from the Old Kingdom and Bessarabia. The Bessarabians joined the
fate of their co-nationals from the Kingdom before the Union by the common alliance, having
the same enemies during and after the conflict.

I chose to not treat separately the Romanians from the Double Monarchy because of the
problems residing in using a different methodology, with a different complexity and means and
methods. However, they haven’t been forgotten. The research addressed subjects and episodes
regarding the importance of their intellectuals in the creation of the national conscience and
representation of the Austria-Hungary as an archetypal enemy of Romania before the war,
alongside the role played by the refugees and defectors in the preparation of the image of the
enemy during the Neutrality and those who helped the Romanian army during the campaign,
some of them suffering after the failed offensive, being subject of harsh treatments because they
did not see their co-nationals as enemies. I also mentioned the Romanians citizens of Austria-
Hungary who fought alongside the Romanian or allied armies. Last but not least, I will be
regarding the subject of the positive influences of the Transylvanian prisoners in Russia in the
construction of the national conscience and encouraging the Bessarabians in the fighting against

their enemies.

' Teodor Frunzetti (coord.), F.T.-3. Manualul de Tactica Generald a Fortelor Terestre, Bucuresti, Ministerul
Apararii, Statul Major al Fortelor Terestre, 2006, p. 31-32.

6



In order to explain and comprehend the central theme of the Great War at a superior
level, I started the chapters of the thesis by highlighting some aspects and events before its
times. A first explanation regards the concept of the longue durée, as the collective images are
constructed by the vicissitudes of history, having the capacity of forming, changing,
transforming etc!?. If the perceptions regard contemporary events, the representations and
changes in imaginary/mentality cannot be changed as fast as the political, technical or social
advances of the reference subject, thus is necessary to generously project the temporal limits of
the research. Another explanation resides in the exploitation by the both sides of the idea of the
barbary of the enemy, with links to the dark past of the war and to old concepts, derived by the
negative representation of the enemy, which raises the need of acknowledging the constants
and evolutions from different perspectives. Even if the Modern Age saw successive advances
in tactics and strategy, its military conflicts are subscribed to the First Generation War, its
limits being the end of the 30 Years War and the end of the Great War'?,

In 1919, general Scarlat Panaitescu affirmed that the study of Romania during the
conflagration should include the research of the soul substrate of the Romanian people, with an
appreciable social — the legacy of several generations, not only the surface impressions'*. Thus,
it is necessary to describe the apparition and development of the national conscience in
Bessarabia and Romania, first for comparison with the limits of the Russification and the second
for showing the stages of the revival of the combative spirit and projecting the enemy in the
surrounding empires as a preparation for the future fights. In many key-moments, the leaders
used arguments based on history (glorious past, resistance against enemies, hard times which
did not destroy the Romanian people etc.). Moreover, in memoirs and press, the combatants
made many parallels with the past, demonstrating the effects of building the national conscience
and the importance of the historical mythology. The temporal limits of the research will surpass
the war by a bit, by inserting brief epilogues about its effects and regarding the former enemies,
in order to drew parallels with the anterior periods and to coherently concluding the narration
by overviewing the marks left in the imaginary by the allies and enemies.

The general methodology of the research contains chronological and thematic

approaches of its subjects, following the constants and transformations from the period. It aims

12 Richard E. Lee (ed.), The Longue Durée and world system analysis. With a new translation of Fernand Braudel
“Histoire et Sciences sociales: La longue durée” by Immanuel Wallerstein, Albany, State University of New York
Press, 2012, p. 3; Jacques le Goff, op. cit., p. 12.

13 Tulian Alistar, Multidimensionalitatea campului de lupti modern si o noud dimensiune strategicd a confruntdrii,
in ,,Impact strategic”, nr. 4/2011, p. 59-60.

14 Scarlat Panaitescu, Rolul Romdniei in Rizboiul Mondial, Bucuresti, Imprimeriile ,,Independenta”, 1919, p. 3.
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the reconstruction of the atmosphere of the past and the way of the image of the enemy from
the mentalities inoculated in the formative period to the creation of representations as
preparations for the conflict and the clash with the modern war realities, generating complex
perceptions, which becomes representations, explanations of the experiences and
revalorisations for the future. Even if it is built on a chronological base, the research includes
comparative sequences of the Romanian, allies and enemies versions, highlighting the bilateral
images of the sides. The analysis, comparison and analogy are the main methods of the research,
correlated with the inductive method for selection of the representative sources for certain
studied categories and typologies. Using the new historiographic paradigms from the military,
social and mentalities history were useful for treating the subject, alongside the selection,
analysis and use of the sources. I also tried to evade certain traps during the research, for
example the determinist approaches and generalisations.

The thematic variety is also reflecting in the sources. The historiography of many
studied events and aspects is abundant, requiring a careful selection. For example, for the
Neutrality, I analysed the opinions of influential politicians and intellectuals, leaflets and the
press in order to show how the future fight was projected and prepared, including the reception
of the Western propaganda, as well as for highlighting the differences between the
representation and valorisation of the potential enemies according to the political opinions. In
order to show the preparations and the atmosphere from the army, I researched the military
press, the secret services reports, brochures and memoirs. In order to include the image of the
Romanians in the alliances, [ used memoirs and reports of several foreign diplomats and leaders.
In order to supplement or substitute the lack of some sources, in the context of less studied
themes from my research perspective, I also used military tactics and theory works, statistics,
regulations etc. Alongside the possibilities of interpreting the imaginary, their contents could
reveal realities, mentalities and perceptions about themselves and the other.

I tried to obtain a comprehensive image of the Romanian society, thus the most valuable
sources are the personal ones. The theoretical/critical perspectives can be found in the PhD
thesis of Bianca Beatris Marmureanu'>, as well as in publications from scientific papers'®. The

autobiographic sources are precious for reconstructing the mentalities of the past, but they must

15 Bianca Beatris Marmureanu, Viata de front la 1917 reflectatd in scrierile cu caracter memorialistic §i in
corespondenta privatd a combatantilor din armata romand, teza de doctorat, coordonator stiintific Prof. univ. dr.
Gheorghe Cliveti, lasi, Universitatea ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din lasi, Facultatea de Istorie, 2010.

16 Mihaela Bedecean, The Memoirs of the Great War. General Considerations, in ,,Transylvanian Review”, vol.
XXIV, no. 4, Winter 2015; Mihai Tudosa, Memoirs of Charles Vopicka and the Count of Saint-Aulaire, Accredited
Diplomats in Romania during the Great War. A Comparative Approach, in ,,East European Journal of Diplomatic
History”, No. 6-7/2019-2020.



be treated individually, considering the potential auto-censorships and flourishes. I tried to
obtain a high variety of authors (from simple people to professors, politicians, diplomats and
military personnel of all ranks) and motivations. A work that brings together works from a great
category of people is Viata pe front in scrieri personale [The front life in personal writings|
edited by Anemari Monica Negru, who extracted memoirs, journals, poetry, postcards and
letters, many with an intimate character, which brings the reader/researcher closer to the
uncensored mentalities of the fighters.

In order to obtain the vision of the simple people, I used letters and military folklore,
alongside some extracts referring to them from other autobiographic writings. I also used some
literary sources, in which an important role is played by the ones written by Mihail Sadoveanu,
an author interested about their mentalities. The writings from the period of instruction,
maneuvers and concentrations are including aspects about the psychological formation of the
troop in order to prepare it for the fight against the real enemy, other volumes containing articles
based on stories told by fighters!”. Another literary sources, as Calvarul [The Ordeal] of Liviu
Rebreanu represent collective attitudes on the enemy by using alter-egos and stock characters!®,
The press is another valuable source for reaching the atmosphere of the war, with specific
visions on the enemy. I mostly used military press, but also civilian one, first mostly for war
stories, second for the representations of the enemy during the neutrality and later for the
reactions at the shocks represented by the enemy actions. Since 1914, the press exacerbated its
political/propaganda agenda, thus needing to be approached in a broader context.

The mentioned sources also help in the highlighting of the perceptions and
representations of the other (enemy or ally) on Romanians. The Romanian historiography
explored the reactions of the Central Powers press during its entering into the war, covering
examples of using the imaginary in propaganda'®. For the allied vision, I consulted the volumes
of Marcel Fontaine and Henri Mathias Berthelot, helpful in creating mutual images and

analysing the limits of the Romanian-French friendship or the difference between their

17 Mihail Sadoveanu, File Sdngerate. Povestiri si impresii de pe front, lasi, Editura ziarului ,,Roménia”, 1917;
Idem, Frunze-n furtunad, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Cartea roméneasca”, 1925.

18 Liviu Rebreanu, Calvarul, Bucuresti, Alcalay&Co. Editor, 1919.

19 Alma Hanning, Austria-Hungary and Romanian Entry into the War 1916, in Claudiu-Lucian Topor, Alexander
Rubel (eds.), “The Unknown War” from Eastern Europe. Romania between Allies and Enemies (1916-1918), lasi,
Konstanz, Editura Universitatii ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” lasi, Hartung-Gorre, 2016; Ion Zainea, Raul suprem.
Romdanii si Romdnia in comentariile presei maghiare (august-septembrie 1916). Studiu de caz: presa din Oradea,
in loan Bolovan et al., Primul Razboi Mondial. Perspectiva istorica si istoriografica, Cluj-Napoca, Presa
Universitara Clujeana, 2015.



visions?. T used a related approach for selecting German writings, especially using the works
of general Erich von Falkenhayn and trooper Gerhard Velburg?!. A beneficial editorial initiative
for knowing the vision of the other can be found in the two volumes of contemporary
testimonies edited by Dumitru Preda, assembling fragments from the memoirs of several
French, British, German and Austro-Hungarian diplomats and leaders about Romania’s war?2.
The contemporary sources could also act as propaganda, doubling the efforts of buying
the press during the neutrality, then as a part of the occupier’s efforts of turning Romanians
against their leaders. I can mention the Austro-Hungarian Red Book and the comparative leaflet
on the official statements?’, first for revealing the decline on Romania’s image amongst its
future enemies and the second for the perception the enemy from both sides in the presentation
of the military actions. Those sources also need to be treated with caution. In its turn, the
Romanian state coordinated the edit of some propaganda leaflets, accusing Germany of war
crimes and revealing the righteousness of its own fight**. I also used the unpublished weekly
reports on Romania made by the British military intelligence, with information on the
Romanian and anti-Romanian propaganda, political clashes and mutual images of the
Romanians, allies and enemies, including variations in the morale or soldier’s perceptions>.
The present research is characterised by its hybrid character, combining the military
history with the social and mentalities one, also nuances by the history of the imaginary. Thus,
I addressed the historiography, evolution and tendencies of those domains. The study of military
conflicts is mostly impersonal, overlooking they were fought by individuals with own thinking,

emotions and experiences engaged in complex processes, often needing preparations and

20 Marcel Fontaine, Jurnal de razboi. Misiune in Romdnia, noiembrie 1916-aprilie 1918, Bucuresti, Editura
Humanitas, 2016; Henri Mathias Berthelot, Memorii si corespondenta 1916-1919, Bucuresti, Editura Militara,
2012.

2l Erich von Falkenhayn, Campania Armatei a 9-a impotriva Romanilor si Rugsilor 1916/1917, Bucuresti, fe.,
1937; Gerhard Velburg, In spatele frontului. Marele Rizboi asa cum [-am vizut eu. Decembrie 1916-Iunie 1918.
Insemndrile unui soldat german in Romadnia ocupata, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas, 2018.

22 Dumitru Preda (ed.), Romdnia in timpul Primului Rizboi Mondial. Mdrturii contemporane, vol. 1, 1914-1916;
vol. 11, 1914-1918, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2020.

2 Cartea rosie austro-ungard. Documente diplomatice referitoare la relatiunile dintre Austro-Ungaria si Romdnia
in perioada dela 22 lulie 1914 pana la 27 August 1916, Bucuresti, Editura ,,Regele Carol”, 1917; Razboiul dintre
Romdnia si grupul Puterilor Centrale. Comunicatele oficiale romdne, germane, austro-ungare, bulgare i turcesti,
Bucuresti, Editura I. Branisteanu, f.a.

24 Microbe-Culture at Bukarest. Discoveries at the German Legation From the Romanian Official Documents,
London, New York, Toronto, Hodder&Stoughton, 1917; A. W. A Leeper, The Justice of Rumania’s cause,
London, New York, Toronto, Hodder&Stoughton, 1917; D. Mitrany, Greater Rumania: A Study in National
Ideals, London, New York, Toronto, Hodder&Stoughton, 1917.

% Weekly Report on Rumania, V-XVII, May-November 1917, in The National Archives, Kew, GT 1520,
Intelligence Bureau, Department of Information, Section D.
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conditioning in order to be capable of killing returning home as totally different persons®®. The
contemporary scientific consensus states that the inter-humane violence has a born and a
cultural-earned one?’. Strongly influenced by the Great War, Sigmund Freud stated the need of
having enemies by the human primary instincts and shows the way of constructing an enemy
by augmenting the its differences towards the own group®®. Konrad Lorenz created the cultural-
anthropological theory on violence, later developed by other scientists, regarding the
institutionalised cultivation of the violent impulses, in which the destruction of the enemy could
be a goal in itself, with highly mobilising potential?®. Towards the end of the 20" century,
Vamik Vokan demonstrated the forming of the concepts of allies and enemies from childhood,
alongside the perceptions on good and evil, alongside Sam Keen, who created concepts as
consensual paranoia and homo hostilis for explaining the elimination of the human inhibitions
by creating an archetypal enemy®’. Recently, the researches of Dave Grossman stand out by
defining the problematic of hating the enemy from a complex perspective®!. Several Romanian
authors as Dumitru Caracostea and Constantin Atanasiu also addressed the subject’?.

Starting with Hans Delbriick, the military history opposed studying wars as a series of
military operations, highlighting the necessity of including economic, social and cultural
aspects, idea continued by Michael Howard, who affirmed that the abstracting of the conflicts
and their technical study ignores several necessary dimensions for their comprehension®?.
Romanian historians as A. D. Xenopol and Nicolae lorga had avant la lettre approaches in their
works by analysing the Romanian perceptions and representations of their neighbours and
foreign armies according to their actions**. More recently, several historiographic productions

presented Romania in the Great War including elements of social and mentalities history™>.

26 Barry P.C. Molloy, Dave Grossman, Why can 't Johnny kill?: the psychology and physiology of Interpersonal
combat, in Barry Molloy (ed.), The Cutting Edge. Studies in Ancient and Medieval Combat, Stroud, Tempus, 2007,
p. 2007, p. 188.

27 Ibidem, p. 189.

28 C. Fred Alford, Freud and Violence, in Anthony Elliott (ed.), Freud 2000, New York, NY, Routledge, 1999.

2 Konrad Lorenz, On Aggresion, London, New York, Routledge, 2002;

30 Arthur G. Miller, The Social Psychology of Good and Evil, New York, London, The Guilford Press, 2004, p. 3;
Irvine Schiffer, Reviewed Work: The Need to Have Enemies and Allies: From Clinical Practice to International
Relationships by Vamik D. Volkan, in ,,Political Psychology”, vol. 10, nr. 2, Jun. 1989, p. 351.

31 Dave Grossman, On Killing. The Psychological Cost of Learning to Kill in War and Society, New York, Boston,
Little, Brown and Company, 1996.

32 Dumitru Caracostea, Aspectul psihologic al razboiului, lasi, Editura Universititii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza”, 2015;
Constantin Atanasiu, Umanul — dimensiune in luptd. Privire retrospectiva, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 1981.

33 Michael Howard, War in European History, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1979, p. ix-x.

3 A. D. Xenopol, Razboaiele dintre rusi si turci si inrdurirea lor asupra Terilor Romdne, vol. I-11, Jassy, Tipo-
Litographia H. Goldner, 1880; Nicolae lorga, Istoria armatei romanesti, vol. II, Bucuresti, Tipografia ,,Cultura
Neamului Roméanesc”, 1919.

35 Dumitru-Dan Crismaru, Elita militard romdneasca in timpul lui Carol I, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2017; Petre
Otu (coord.), Reforma militara si societatea in Romdnia (1878-2008), Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2009; Petre Otu,
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In parallel, I can mention works on the Great War according to the imaginary. Lucian
Boia follows a global approach of the event, from its profound origins to the dissatisfactions of
the peace’®, later continuing several themes in his volume about the Germanophiles. Another
productions signed by Radu Tudorancea, Ion Agrigoroaiei si Alin Ciupald explores the
imagological perspectives of the Romanians during the Great War by integrating them in
opinions, states of mind and propaganda®’. Another example of approaching the themes
complementary to the military history by the ways of representations, as well as the construction
of the national mythology also applied during the conflicts is Manusi albe, manusi negre. Cultul
eroilor in vremea dinastiei Hohenzollern®® [Black glowes, white gloves. Hero worship in the
times of the Hohenzollern dynasty] by Andi Mihalache. Regarding the Romanian
historiography of the imaginary, it stands out the temerarious works of Alexandru Dutu® and
the more recent ones of Lucian Boia and Andrei Oisteanu*’, alongside the new Encyclopaedia
of the Romanian imaginaries*'.

In the Western historiography, it stands out the domain of War experiences or
Kriegserfahrungen*. From the productions on the image of the enemy, I can highlight the
volume Imagining the enemy, which analyses the American presidential speeches and the public
opinion on the topic of Germany, following its deterioration until regarding it as an enemy of
all mankind (alongside Austria-Hungary — the image of the supranational enemy, defined by
militarism and authoritarianism) and the enrichment of the meanings of the war with

civilisational and even healing ones**. Most of the studies which include the construction of the

Maria Georgescu, Radiografia unei tradari. Cazul colonelului Alexandru D. Sturdza, Bucuresti, Editura Militara,
2011.

36 Lucian Boia, Primul Razboi Mondial. Controverse, paradoxuri, reinterpretdri, Bucuresti, Editura Humanitas,
2014.

37 Radu Tudorancea, Frontul de acasd. Propagandd, atitudini si curente de opinie in Romdnia Primului Rizboi
Mondial, Bucuresti, Editura Eikon, 2016; lon Agrigoroaiei, Opinie publica si stare de spirit in vremea Razboiului
de Intregire si a Marii Uniri, lasi, Editura Fundatiei Axis, 2004; Alin Ciupala, Romdnia in timpul Primului Rézboi
Mondial. Aliati, adversari si propaganda. O istorie in imagini, Bucuresti, Editura Monitorul Oficial, 2018.

3 Andi Mihalache, Mdanusi albe, mdnusi negre. Cultul eroilor in vremea dinastiei Hohenzollern, Cluj-Napoca,
Editura Limes, 2007.

3 Alexandru Dutu, Dimensiunea umand a istoriei. Directii in istoria mentalitatilor, Bucuresti, Editura Meridiane,
1986.

40 Lucian Boia, Pentru o istorie a imaginarului; Idem, Jocul cu trecutul. Istoria intre adevar si fictiune, Bucuresti,
Editura Humanitas, 2015; Idem, Istorie si mit in constiinta romdneascd, Bucuresti, Humanitas, 2011; Andrei
Oisteanu, Mythos&Logos. Studii si eseuri de antropologie culturald, Bucuresti, Editura Nemira, 1998; Idem,
Imaginea evreului in cultura romdnad. Studiu de imaagologie in context est-central-european, lasi, Polirom, 2012.
41 Corin Braga (coord.), Enciclopedia imaginariilor din Romdnia, vol. 111, Imaginar Istoric, coord. Sorin Mitu,
Bucuresti, Editura Polirom, 2020.

4 Gary Sheffield, Forgotten Victory. The First World War: myths and realities, London, Headline, 2001; Jay
Winter, Remembering War. The Great War between Memory and History in the 20th Century, New Heaven, Yale
University Press, 2006.

43 Jason C. Flanagan, Imagining the enemy. American Presidential War Rhetoric from Woodrow Wilson to George
W. Bush, Claremont, California, Regina Books, 2009.
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enemy’s image approach the theme from the perspective of mythology and propaganda: The
Myth of German Villaniny starts with the origin of the negative myths about the Germans in the
first days of their campaign in France and Belgium (alongside its evolution and the German
reaction), Germany, Propaganda and Total War presents the perspective of the Central
Powers* and a French study analyses the mutual images from the Great War in the press®.

As the general works about Romania in the Great War, I decided to use mostly 3 authors
from different periods: Constantin Kiritescu (with his monumental book, alongside a
popularisation one, abundant in episodes with perceptions and representations of the
enemies)*®, Victor Atanasiu (the leader of a larger committee of a book abundant in primary
sources, but ideologically contaminated)*’” and Glenn E. Torrey (who combines different types
of history)*®. Thus, I observed the different approaches of the subject and I extracted punctual
information about different military operations. The bibliographies dedicated to the Romanian
contribution in the First World War, useful for finding sources for lesser-known themes and
episodes, are also worthy of mentioning®.

Alongside the mentions and descriptions in memoirs, the Romanian perceptions and
representations on the Russians generated specific works dedicated to their complicated
relations during the war. Pacostea ruseasca [The Russian nuisance] of Ion Rusu Abrudeanu
shows its vision from the title, the author also accusing Vienna and Berlin for starting the war
by following their diabolical plans, also wanting to counter-balance the representation of
Romania as a traitor by its former enemies by former deceptions by its past allies®®. The more
recent ones include Aliati si adversari. Relatiile romdno-ruse 1916-1920 [Allies and enemies.
The Russo-Romanian relations 1916-1920] of Constantin I. Stan, which includes elements of

identity and alterity, perceptions, representations and mentalities®!. A similar approach can be

find in the collective volume O vecindtate dificila. Relatiile romdno-ruse/sovietice (1914-1965)

4 Benton L. Bradberry, The Myth of German Villaniny, Bloomington, IN, AuthorHouse, 2012; David Welch,
Germany, Propaganda and Total War 1914-1918, New Brunswick, NJ, Rutgers University Press, 2000.

4 Stephanie Dalbin, Visions croisées franco-allemandes de la Premiere Guerre mondiale: étude de deux
quotidiens: la Metzer Zeitung et L’est Républicain, Bem, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Oxford,
Wien, Peter Lang, 2007.

4 Constantin Kiritescu, Istoria Razboiului pentru Intregirea Romdniei 1916-1919, vol. I-1I, Bucuresti, Editura
Stiintifica si Enciclopedica, 1989; Idem, Povestea sfantului nostru razboi.

47 Victor Atanasiu et al., Romdnia in Primul Rizboi Mondial, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 1979.

48 Glenn E. Torrey, Romdnia in Primul Razboi Mondial, Bucuresti, Meteor Publishing, 2014.

4 Gheorghe 1. Georgescu, Contributiuni la Bibliografia Réizboiului pentru Intregirea Neamului, Bucuresti,
Tipografia ,,Cuvantul Romanesc”, 1940; Gheorghe D. Stoean, Romdnia in Primul Razboi Mondial. Contributii
bibliografice, Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 1975.

0 Ton Rusu Abrudeanu, Pacostea ruseascd. Note, impresii, documente si scrisori in legdturd cu razboiul nostru,
Bucuresti, Atelierele grafice Socec&Comp., 1920.

S! Constantin 1. Stan, Aliafi si adversari. Relatiile romdno-ruse 1916-1920, Bucuresti, Editura Paideia, 2006.
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[4 difficult proximity. The Romanian-Russo/Soviet relations (1914-1965)], coordinated by
Radu Tudorancea, including studies about the contemporary visions on the cooperation/defence
with/from the Russians during the Great War, alongside their later revalorisations>2. The double
perspective can be also found in Romanii basarabeni in istoria militara a Rusiei [The
Bessarabian Romanians in the military history of Russia] by Anatol Lescu®>.

As the belligerence with the Central Powers is concerned, I could highlight the volumes
of Claudiu-Lucian Topor, covering a time horizon from the Balkan Wars towards 1918, openly
following the obtaining of new perspectives on the regarded episodes and combining military,
political and diplomatic history with social, mentalities and imaginary elements>*. For the
neutrality, alongside The Germanophiles by Lucian Boia, who augments their force, number
and role, but also defines them on an imagological level, the studies of Rudolf Dinu and Cosmin
Ionitd®>> nuances the visions of the contemporaries. From the first years of peace, some
Romanians wanted to know the enemy perspective, using archives, memoirs and discussions
with former enemy commanders. The results of those endeavours can be found in articles on
the enemy press and propaganda®® and in translations on memoirs signed by generals as Stefan
Tosev or August von Mackensen®’. For the addition of foreign historiography, I consulted
studies as Bulgaria, Romania, and Greece/Romania in the First World War: The Years of

Neutrality®® and The Battle of the Somme™.

32 Radu Tudorancea (coord.), O vecindtate dificild. Relatiile romdno-ruse/sovietice (1914-1965), Targoviste,
Editura Cetatea de Scaun, 2023.

>3 Anatol Lescu, Romdnii basarabeni in istoria militard a Rusiei. De la rdzboaiele din Caucaz la Rézboiul Civil,
Bucuresti, Editura Militara, 2009.

>4 Claudiu-Lucian Topor, Germania, Romdnia si razboaiele balcanice (1912-1913), lasi, Editura Univerisitatii
,Alexandru loan Cuza”, 2008; Idem, Germania si neutralitatea Romaniei (1914-1916). Studii istorice, lasi, Editura
Universitatii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza” lasi, 2017; Idem, ,, Auf nach Rumdnien!”. Beligeranta germano-romdnd
1916-1918, lasi, Editura Universitétii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza” lasi, 2020.
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Razboi Mondial, in Flavius Solomon, Andrei Cusco, Mihai-Stefan Ceausu, (eds.), Romdnia si statele vecine la
inceputul Primului Razboi Mondial. Viziuni, perceptii, interpretari, lasi, Editura Universitatii ,,Alexandru Ioan
Cuza”, lasi, 2016.
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Alongside the primary and secondary objectives, the research hypothesis includes
observations on the traces left by the image of the enemy in mentalities. The thesis can offer
explanations and exemplifications on the variety of approaches of the enemy in the Romanian
society, the fury of the Central Powers attacks, the Romanian resistance and doubling in the
imaginary registry of the negotiations/cooperation with the allies, those with Russia being
eventually transformed in open enmity. The importance of the research also resides in the links
with the Romanian society of the present times, also doubling as a way of paying respects to
the memory of those who gave all to their country.

In the context of a research based on studying varied sources, in order to show the
Romanian perceptions and representations of the enemy from a broad perspective in different
contexts, letting the historical figures to speak, highlighting some global conclusions is also a
complex task. Generally, the actions of constructing the image of the enemy are longer than the
conflict itself and are based on antithesis, augmenting the difference between the sides, also
demonising and objectifying the adversary. Those characteristics aim to obtain a psychological
distance that surpasses the physical one, permitting the soldiers to fight without thinking and
remorse and the society to be mobilised against the common enemy, enduring the burdens of
the war and resisting better. This type of representation could lead to black and white thinking,
in which the same actions are valorised differently by their subject: Romanians fight for a moral
superior cause and for the liberation of their brothers, the enemy fights for a wicked cause —
subjugation of the whole world, starting with the small countries, also reflecting on their
behaviour on the frontline and with those without defence. The modern weapons are regarded
as devilish tools in the hands of the enemy, who uses them in order to cover his lack of courage
and positive motivation and musical instrument in Romanian hands, creating a frightening
music for the enemy and administering him the well-deserved defeat. The Romanian
destructions were regarded as heroism, for example the term massacre being used for the
enemy’s actions as a proof of their barbarism, whereas some Romanians using it with pride and
even declaring themselves good butchers of pagans®.

The hate towards the enemy, intrinsic feeling amplified by its violent actions, is mostly
shown by increasing the capacity of resistance or actions of extreme violence during the fights
(sometimes extended on the enemy captives or even cadavers), even civilians violently

condemning the enemy and fleeing from them. The enemy could be perceived as worthy for

0 Dumitru Platon, Un ranit, in Jurnal de razboi 1916-1919, Jurnal de razboi (1916-1919), Piatra-Neamt, Editura
Cetatea Doamnei, 2017, p. 28-29.
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augmenting the own victories, but this tendency could be dangerous by the possible sentiment
of inferiority in the case of defeat. The enemy can be regarded as individuals or a collective
body, actual (a state with hostile feeling or precedents) or assumed by the coalition war. Even
if Romania declared war on Austria-Hungary, the defeat at Turtakan and the Bulgarian war
crimes, followed by the German air raids and the Central Powers counter offensive made the
enemy to the assumed enemy greater for the biggest part of the conflict.

I decided to split the thesis on 3 chapters that respond to the research hypothesis and
help achieve its objectives. The first one, named The enemy — evolution, development and
implication, can be considered as a continuation of the introduction. It targets the need of
comprehending the constants and evolutions of the soldier’s condition towards attacking and
defending against the enemy, alongside the development of military, philosophical and
psychological thinking towards the Great War. The chapter illustrates the evolutionary picture
of the enemy as a concept (alongside its adjacent ones) in parallel with the development of
military sciences, including references to the preparation or leading the troopers for defeating
the enemy. The image of the enemy stands out as an idea unit®', transcending the historical
ages. Even if the strategists approached the enemy in different ways, also aiming to destroy his
will to fight, killing humans was always a difficult action for the fighters, especially in close
combat. In consequence, the war was enriched with noble ideas, constructing a specific
imaginary (with a demonised, objectified enemy), using rituals and cultivating conditioning
reflexes for the fight. Another timeless aspect regards inducing fear towards the enemy and
reducing it towards the own troops.

Initially based on stress factors or condemnable enemy actions, the conscience of enemy
image and the differentiate valorisation originates from Antiquity. The Greeks and Romans
viewed their enemy as a foreigner or barbarian, defeating him being a civilizational duty and
offering a strong cohesion. Those characteristics generated the idea of cultivating the aggressive
patterns by highlighting the differences between the 2 sides, generating the concept of
hereditary enemy. The idea of respecting enemy prisoners or civilians also originates from their
world, as they regarded themselves as superior to the barbarians, then trying not to upset the
Divinity, later being transformed in the concept of righteous war, enriched by Christianity and
later by international law.

Each historical age (also defined by existential threats) generated new or combined

concepts regarding the image of the enemy. The development of diplomacy and of juridical

o1 Elizabeth A. Clark, History, Theory, Text. Historians and the Linguistic Turn, Cambridge, MA, London,
England, Harvard University Press, 2004, p. 107.
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sciences added new dimensions in perceptions and interaction, then the French Revolution
radically changed the paradigm of approaching the enemy by the citizen army which also fights
for their rights and by absolutizing the adversary, that could have been not just a leader, people
or army, but also a system. In the same period, it was established that enmity, violence and
hatred constitute the trinity of a conflict, also revealing the duality of psychological effects of
the war on the enemy and the own group, the danger of lacking hostile sentiment towards the
enemy, directing of hatred towards the executant and the reciprocity. Until the Great War, the
major conflicts were limited by alliance systems and balance of power, the alphabetization and
the new recruiting system permitting the growth of tensions which prepared the world for the
future years of slaughter. A large part of the concepts used in the Great War (rightful war,
hereditary/archetypal enemy etc.) shows how the effort of negative representation of the
adversary conjugated the whole legacy of the good against evil fighting.

The second chapter — Perceptions and representations of the enemy amongst the
Romanians in Bessarabia aims to explain the paradox of the quick unification of the most
estranged Romanian province by the study of the evolution of their imaginary in parallel with
the russification processes, alongside the development of the national movement, catalysed by
war and revolutions. Annexed in 1812, when Russia strengthen its image as an obsessive
conqueror amongst Romanians and other peoples, Bessarabia was subjected to a complex
process of russification. Contrary to the Russian promises, its autonomy declines drastically in
just a few decades. A first effect was the explosive growth of the non-Romanian population by
colonisations, the Romanians perceiving the strangers in a negative way, sometimes even with
enmity. Amongst the first opposing the new authority were the peasants who associated Russia
with serfdom and fled across the Prut, then those who regarded it as a protector were
disappointed by the continuation of requisitions. The boyars, seen as inferior by the Russian
nobility, were the first to pact with the occupier. Even so, some tried to keep the links with the
Romanian principalities and even realised that they betrayed their kind by helping a state which
continued to humiliate them. The church also conducted campaigns against the Romanian
language and culture, the Romanians trying to persuade the priests for doing their sermons in
Romanian and supplying them with Romanian books. The school also tried to eliminate the
Romanian language, with the effect of a large illiterate population, the ones who tried to study
being forced to do it in other provinces, so the intellectuality would be also allogenic. The 1905
revolution and the centennial of the annexation were occasions for national revival and
establishing new channels for communication with Romania. Even if most of the members of

the national movement initially wanted just extended rights in a democratic empire, some
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started to hate the Russians and to desire the re-unification with Romania. Also, those who
studied in Romania started to be seen as dangerous by the authorities.

The mandatory military service was the most intrusive action of the Russian authorities.
The recruits were forced to speak Russian, the officers were known for their brutality and
disregard of human lives and the Russian army was known for the lack of cohesion because of
its many different nationalities, some hating amongst each other. The recruits were told they
were fighting for the Tsar and Christendom, thus naming their enemies pagans®?. Recruiting
and mobilisation were occasions of manifesting the negative representations towards the ruler
and authorities, cursed and considered as bloodthirsty or even the real enemies. Some veterans
were carrying out their lives and beliefs as before, while others declared themselves ready for
new fights with the enemies of the Empire. Even if they fought for foreign causes, the
Bessarabians were proud of their military qualities, being also recognised as such by the
Russian officers. The Bessarabian officers were behaving well to their co-nationals, sketching
a special comradery, continued on the frontlines by the creation of ad-hoc small units in order
to fight more efficiently.

In 1914, whole Bessarabia was affected by the war by extensive mobilisation and using
civilians for free labour behind the frontlines. The imperial propaganda was accelerated, saying
it is a defensive war for defending the lands, beliefs and the holy fight of the Slavs®®. The
prisoners were marched throughout the towns and villages in order to be seen as humiliated and
the press published articles that demonised the enemy (seen as an archetype monster, named
possessed by the devil, rabid or Hun)®*, who should tremble in the face of the Russian armies.
The campaigns of growing the fighting spirit were not resulting in the expected results, failing
to compensate the loss of the loved ones of the hardship of living.

On the frontlines, the fighters used a large variety of derogatory terms for describing the
enemy (the cursed language, the profaned), especially during the defences against the powerful
enemy attacks backed up by aviation and artillery (considered superior to their own),

recognising the military quality of the enemy. Even so, the enemy was not seen as invincible,

the Germans also being subject to dread®. The officers could observe the quick russification of
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the Ruthenians from the newly conquered territories. In the Caucasus, the differences towards
the Ottoman enemy were larger, their troops and insurgents being hated, as well as appreciated
for their efficiency. Even so, there are some evidences of interiorising the soldier’s state, with
mercy towards the enemy that could be struck by homesickness or who prays to Allah for safe
returning home. There were also episodes of cultural shock in which the Bessarabians met
people with the same language, religion, traditions and customs in the Austro-Hungarian
armies, with effects in knowing the Romanian culture from Transylvania and modification of
the imaginary towards the enemy, the common language being a reason for pity, comradery or
even letting them live.

Even if the Romanians from the Kingdom were regarded as potential enemies by the
Russian propaganda at the beginning of the conflict because of the king and the alliance with
Austria, some Bessarabian intellectuals being investigated for Romanian sympathies, the
evolution of negotiations with the Entente marked a gradual improvement of their image. When
Romania entered the war, there were many sympathy manifestations, also extended on the
Bessarabian troops. The majority of those with a national conscience regarded the event as a
possibility of tying their proximity with Romania, even those affected by the Russian
propaganda being happy because their neighbour chose the right path. Many officers wanted to
be transferred on the Romanian front, forming the greatest number of Bessarabian intellectuals
ever living in Romania, with a positive cultural impact, even the simple soldiers having positive
experiences by sharing the same language with their hosts, happy for their part because they
have the chance of interacting with better people than Russians.

The abdication of the Tsar produced a great shock amongst Bessarabians. Even if the
February revolution had a positive impact by letting the soldiers organise by national criteria
and rekindling the fight for more national rights, the confrontations between factions and the
growing Bolshevik power degraded the morale and changed the subject from fighting the
enemy to politics and from the military enemy to the social/political one (including the officers
who wanted to continue the fighting), situation exploited by the enemy with fraternisations and
surprise attacks. In the battles from the summer of 1917, many Bessarabian units demonstrated
they kept hatred towards the enemy, differentiating themselves from the Russian ones, more
keen to the revolutionary ideas. The Bessarabians asked the Romanian officers for help, tried
to prevent them of the Russian defection and even wanted to enrol in the Romanian army. In
the same time, the Bessarabian national revival started to take place, also helped by the

Transylvanian prisoners, adopting the Latin alphabet and opening Romanian institutions.
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The October revolution and the armistice marked the explosion of the banditry actions
made by the retreating troops, sometimes followed by the villagers manipulated by the
Bolsheviks. The desperate situation (weak Moldovan units, the independence of Ukraine and
the taking over of many strategic objectives by Anarchists and Bolsheviks from Odesa)
persuaded the Bessarabian authorities to make a big decision. The Romanian army crossed the
Prut river for re-establishing the order, their chivalry attitude and fait accompli determined even
the sceptical (who hoped for independence or autonomy in a democratic Russia, regarding the
Romanians as outdated) to accept the new reality. In those times, the image of the enemy was
projected on the foreigners/minorities and their unlawful influence against villagers and
soldiers, even if the Romanian authorities offered a political amnesty immediately after the
Unification. Moreover, it is highlighted the representation of the Russian as the enemy of all
the Bessarabian Romanians, regardless of their imperial, revolutionary or Bolshevik form, the
unification being regarded as a positive alternative to the Eastern miseries. The revolts and
armed clashes continued after the war, the cruel actions of the Red troops towards the Romanian
soldiers solidifying their image of brigands, not being assimilated to the usual combatants.

The third chapter, named Perceptions and representations of the enemy amongst the
Romanians from the Old Kingdom, is the largest part of the thesis, starting with the analysis of
former conflicts and their effects on the evolution of the imaginary about themselves and the
states which will constitute the two alliances, then the currents of the neutrality and later the
ways in which the enemies were regarded in different stages of the war. In its period of shaping
as a modern state, Romania was positioned between 3 empires, regarding all of them as
potential enemies, even if the Russians were seen as the worst and most dangerous because of
the feeling of failing expectations as protectors or liberators from the Ottomans. Even if
officially al ally, Austria-Hungary was just a bridge towards the anti-Russian alliance with
Germany, the western neighbour being perceived as an unnatural ally or a conjunctural one,
also the ever-growing problem of the Transylvanian Romanians imposing inter-allied
difficulties, regarding Romania as not loyal to the cause.

The rekindling of relations with Russia started before the war, by its alliance with
France, and the easy victory in Bulgaria made Romanians consider themselves as powerful and
capable of dealing with stronger enemies, some publicly asking for annexing Transylvania. In
the same time, the relations with Austria-Hungary and Germany were getting worse because of
the attitude of the first, then the attacking of Serbia and Belgium transformed them in enemies
of small nations. The anti-German propaganda (which represented them as bloodthirsty,

revengeful, criminals) and the anti-irredentist action of Austria-Hungary (doubled by its
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perception as an existential enemy by disregarding the nationalities law in the Ultimatum and
accusations of exterminating the Romanians on the frontlines) cultivated the hatred towards the
2 states. In this context, the alliance with the Western neighbour is starting to be perceived as a
moral impossibility and the Entente becomes more ideologically close.

The failure of king Carol at the Crown Council and the destruction of the German
invincibility myth on the Marne determined the political leaders to start negotiating with the
Entente, imposing from the beginning problems with the Russians and threats from Germany
and Austria-Hungary. The decisive step towards the Entente and the impossibility of crossing
the representation of the Central Powers (especially Austria-Hungary) as enemies was the secret
Russian-Romanian convention from September 1914, even if the interventionist opinions did
not surface instantaneously, showing the hard transition and the continuity of the negative image
towards Russia.

During the negotiations, even if the Romanians affirmed that Hungary is their hereditary
enemy, the (often mutual) distrust towards Russia was a constant, leading to delays and even
missing proper moments for joining the war. After the death of king Carol, the Central Powers
regarded Romania more and more suspiciously (especially Bratianu and queen Maria,
considered as the main enemies and responsible for the change of the country’s direction), some
of their leaders starting to view it ant Italy as their true enemies by the future moral sin, their
destruction beginning to be a goal in itself.

The Ententophilles and Germanophiles used the conditions of the Romanians under
foreign rule for the negative representation of the neighbouring empires. The two sides
radicalised, convinced by their own truths and the danger represented by rallying with those
considered as existential enemies, accusing each other as traitors and considering a defeat
alongside the preferred alliance as better than a victory with the other one. The propaganda
game was not as successful as projected, most of the evidence showing the mostly pro-French
feelings of most Romanians, most of the opinions being changed in the autumn of 1914, after
the Germans did not succeed to take Paris. From the Romanian perspective, Russia took over
the role of Austria-Hungary of unnatural ally/necessary evil, intermediary to the alliance with
England and France, thus fear and interest and not friendship of admiration were essential.
Some partisans of the Entente feared the Russian power and proximity, preferring it as an ally
and some partisans of the Germans feared its revenge, considering it more powerful than Russia.
Refusing to recognise its own mistakes (even if conscious about the Romanian sentiment
towards them, but considering the cultivation of a greater hatred towards Russia as the key of

Romania’s neutrality), the future enemies put its change of orientation towards the reckless
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entering into the Tsarist ensnares. Even the pro-Central Powers politicians regarded Austria
negatively, conditioning their support by improvements of the condition of Transylvanian
Romanians, then considering post-war Hungary as responsible for its own defeat and situation.

In 1916, during the Crown Council, Ferdinand and Bratianu presented Austria-Hungary
as a despotic and retrograde enemy, harmful to Romanians and Germany as an assumed enemy,
superior to others, but possible to defeat, as Ferdinand achieve to defeat his inner German by
accepting the war against his country of origin. Even if the Entente victory was considered
feasible, the 2 leaders considered a defeat alongside it as preferable to a victory with the Central
Powers and the anti-Russian argument of Germanophiles were nuanced by the superior
possibility of Greater Romania to defend itself against its demands. The proclamations
presented the fight as a continuation of the former anti-Ottoman struggles, the Austro-
Hungarian enemy gaining its ideological significance and the war declaration presented the
reasons of the construction of the enemy image of the Western neighbour, the Romanian
intervention being subscribed to the easier conclusion of the war and protecting the national
interests.

From the first days of the Romanian campaign, despite its projected offensive character
and of the victorious advance in Transylvania (in which the warm welcoming of the Romanian
troops by the locals approved the anti-Austro-Hungarian goals of the intervention), the civilian
population felt the negative effects of the modern warfare by bombardments and refugees,
generating the first tendencies of transforming the war motivations in the revenge against the
enemy. The adversaries were rapidly accused of war crimes, contributing to their negative
image in press, memoirs and propaganda. The first accusations were about using dishonourable
weapons, but the greatest psychological effect was achieved by the discovery of microbe
cultures and explosives in the yard of the German legation, followed by the German aerial
bombardments (seconded by the Austro-Hungarian ones), kindling the explosion of the anti-
German hatred. The Romanians expressed their feelings (from pure, revengeful hatred to that
combined with helplessness and revolt) by using a large palette of terms, expressions and
stereotypes for accusing and demonising them, portrayed as monsters who want their
indiscriminate punishment. Some formulations were general — miserable, aerial bandits,
unwanted guests, other being linked to the anti-German propaganda themes — adding the word
Kultur on photographs showing dead civilians, naming the child-killing bombs cultural candy,

the accusations varying from lack of manhood, savage cowardice and bloodthirstiness to
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naming the victims scientifically assassinated®. Some Germanophiles tried to justify the enemy
attacks as responses to Romanian/allied actions or accusing the Power, the French minister
offering a rare case of positive nuance of Wilhelm the 2™, who had a piece of humanity left by
stopping the bombardments at the funerals of Nicolae Filipescu and prince Mircea.

The positive experience of the Transylvanian campaign created a wrong perception
about the enemy and the Romanian forces, joking on the age of Franz Joseph and on the
nicknames of the Hungarian soldiers — The Carpathian Tigers (even if there were cases of
extreme hatred during hard fighting, when the Romanians did not take prisoners and even broke
their rifle buttstocks on the heads of the enemies), which ended abruptly because of the Turtakan
defeat. The representation of the Bulgarians as ungrateful neighbours by their cowardly attack,
ignorant to their Romanian benefactors (common to the perception of Romanians in Germany
and Austria-Hungary) became less important starting with the Bulgarian war crimes, generating
feelings of hatred and terror amongst Romanians. The Romanians started to feel inferior to their
enemies, thus even the attacks with high losses that succeeded the temporary stop of the enemy
were regarded as great victories. The main enemy becomes Germany, perceived as the most
important army of the enemy coalition and its leader. For the enemies, Romania was a traitor,
the force used against it targeting not only their try of rapid liquidation of the new front and
accessing its resources, but also punishing it by a Strafexpedition. The strong German attacks
unsettled the Romanians, who immediately demonised the enemy and its war material, showing
the feeling of injustice and even creating panic. The Germans regarded their fight with the
Romanians as an equal one because of its alliance with Russia, justifying their victory by the
superior command and daring operations of their elite troops.

Simultaneously, the feeling of treason/abandon by the allies who stopped the Salonika
offensive and delayed the Russian help started to grow, viewing the latter as worse enemies
than the official ones. A large part of the Russian generals regarded Romania as dead weight,
not feeling responsible for the disaster. The tendency grew stronger after the French arrival, the
Romanians starting to view their allies as very different. The stabilisation of the front led to
new Russo-Romanian conflicts, also highlighting the French as the true allies, as well as

changes in the Romanian imaginary, in which the revenge at all costs (for showing the allies

% Vasile Th. Cancicov, Jurnal din vremea ocupatiei. Impresiuni si pareri personale din timpul rdazboiului
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Stoenescu, Din vremea ocupatiei, Bucuresti, Atelierele grafice Socec&Comp., 1927, p. 48-50.
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and enemies their true valour), common to their enemy concept of a punitive campaign, became
not just a meaning, but a goal in itself.

The rehabilitation led to the growing of the negative image of the Russians, who
regarded themselves as not allies, but protectors of the Romanians, identity that permitted them
anything, viewing the Romanians as inferiors, unworthy of respect. The tries of subordination
and transfer over the Prut river grew the suspicions amongst the Romanians and French,
suspecting the Russians of conspiracies, sabotages and even favouring the enemy. At the
beginning of the Russian revolution, even the hopeful Romanians shown the negative character
of their previous relations, stating that the Russians regarded them more as enemies. The peace
manifestations and the trying of establishing a Romanian Republic war perceived by Romanians
as insults (the precedent negative perceptions towards the Russians being considered as an
important cause of their failure) and as a new episode of the German unethical psychological
war. The uncertainty produced problems in the completion of the rehabilitation and in the
programming of the operations, some commanders wanting to start the offensive as soon as
possible, regarding the Russian problem as more dangerous than the lack of ammo.

The joy of Marasti victory, in which the Romanians considered that they administered a
well-deserved defeat against the arrogant Germans, was interrupted by the Russian defection.
The refusal of further fighting of a growing number of Russian troops and the aggravation of
their uncivilised behaviours made the Romanians to not feel indebted and to consider them as
potential enemies. In this context, the battles of Marasesti and Oituz shown extreme heroism
by the Romanians, who also fought in order to not be forced to retreat in Russia. The Romanian
heroism has a base formed also in the campaigns of demonising the enemy, reflected in
pejorative terms (boangheni, soacdti, bosi, pagans, savages, lifte spurcate)®’, actions of
negating their human character (chopping down the serpents waves, rewards for those captured
or killed)®® and desperate resistances.

The Russian revolution aggravated the Russian defection, the behaviour of their troops
(called former allied) forcing the armistice and threatened the Romanian institutions, rekindling
the old antagonism. The stopping of the hostilities was perceived as an embarrassment in the

face of the enemy who did not defeat them in open battle (however, the Romanians tried to keep
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their fighting spirit in the expectative of re-joining the fight) and the accusations of the allies
were not well received by the Romanians, who felt that they did their best, regarding the Russian
treason as the only responsible. Even if it was targeted just against the Bolshevik troops, the
decision of disarming and repelling across the Prut and Dniester rivers of the remains of the
former Russian allied armies (the armed incidents showing their disorganisation and fear of the
Romanians who wanted to punish the former humiliations) generated the perception of the
Russian continuous enmity. The extension of the enemy palette generated not only fear, but also
hope in the realisation of an extended national ideal, highly depending on the actions of the
remaining Allies.

By its harsh, humiliating character, the pace was named dictate, enslaving, criminal by
the Romanians, aiming the continuation of the punitive aspect of the anti-Romanian campaign
and raising awareness to the German claims in the case of their general victory. Even if it
seemed that Romania was sunk in the enemy hell (the unification with Bessarabia dampening
down the humiliations to a certain extent), the Romanians did not renounce to their combative
spirit, hatred on the enemy or Western propaganda. In the same time, in Italy, the minorities
from Austria-Hungary declared it as an instrument of Germany and universal oppressor, the
Romanians organising themselves in a Legion participating to the final operations against their
former master. In the occupied territory, there were organised memorials for the fallen in the
fighting against the enemy, and the idealistic demobilised officers continued their hostile
attitudes towards the enemy.

The retreat of the enemies and the coming of the allies led by Berthelot resulted in
enmity manifestations towards the Central Powers, actions of damnatio memoriae against the
legacy of the occupation and of highlighting of their crimes/destructions, characterising the
enemy as despicable even after its defeat. The German troops encouraged Bolshevik
manifestations, but the Romanian soldiers resisted the militants who wanted to convince them
that the king 1s their real enemy, as the winning of the war and the promised reforms did not
permit a transfer in the projection of the enemy towards the country rulers. The re-entering of
the Romanian army in Transylvania was a new occasion of connection with the ancestors by
revenge upon the enemy, alongside a feeling of pride by the mass surrender of the Hungarian
units. The 1919 campaign generated new perceptions upon the enemy, viewed as national — the
Hungarians, the hereditary enemy, as well as supra-national — Bolshevik, the Romanian military
having experience in the fighting against both of them, subscribing the fighting to the inter-

allied goals, as well as to a historical revenge.
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The Romanians in the prison camps and in the occupied territory observed the
continuation of the punitive character of the enemy expedition. Even if the hatred towards
Germany persisted, including cases of armed resistance, the Germans were also regarded as
civilised people and even defenders of the Romanians against the abuses of the Austrian-
Hungarians, Bulgarians and Turks, regarded as barbarians and savages. Even so, the Germans
did not achieve the inversion of the Romanian image towards their allies and enemies, thus the
attempts of destruction from within of the Romanian army or changing the political regime
were unsuccessful.

I think that the theme of perceptions and representations of the enemy, including during
peacetime and crisis, is an actual one. Even if the times, geopolitics and alliances changed, the
contemporary Romanian situation has some similarities with the one from the neutrality. Some
Romanians regard Russia as their existential enemy, whereas others as a protector against the
West — the true danger. The propaganda is omnipresent, generating the so-called hybrid war. In
the lack of a real military enemy, many citizens perceive the ones with different political
opinions as representative of the foreign enemy, manifesting hostile attitudes towards them,
with less and less communication bridges.

Finally, I believe that my intended objectives at the beginning of the research were
achieved, being depicted all across the thesis, achieving the presentation of a complementary
perspective on the Romanian episode from the Great War, in which the known events were
enriched by the imaginary repertoires of those who lived them, also presenting the continuations
and variations in the perceptions and representations towards those from the other side. The
research can be extended chronologically, geographically and by further development of some
key-subjects. Moreover, the perspective of future researches on the subject will have in mind

the greater involvement of the unpublished sources and the daily press.
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