*
:Eg
* gy *
:
UNIVERSITATEA FACULTATEA DE ISTORIE

»ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA"
DIN IASI

TEZA DE DOCTORAT

intre
aliante matrimoniale si strategii dinastice:
Doamne fanariote din secolul al
XVlill-lea

Between
Matrimonial Alliances and Dynastic Strategies:
Phanariot Ladies of the 18th Century

REZUMAT / ABSTRACT

COORDONATOR STIINTIFIC DOCTORAND
PROF. UNIV. DR. LAURENTIU RADVAN BIANCA-ELENA COSNETE




CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION .....cooiiiiiiiiiiieniieneeenree e 6
Rationale for the Choice of Topic and Research Objectives ...6
Historiographical Framework ..........cccoevvieerriiieeiniiieeenninenenn 9
Research Methodology .........ccocvviiiiiiiiiiiniiicii, 13
Structure of the ThesiS.......ccevvveerieiiriiiiiieeeeree e 16

CHAPTER L.ttt 19

LADY ANA RACOVITA, WIFE OF MIHAI RACOVITA .19
1. Genealogical Landmarks of Lady Ana Racovita............... 20

1.1. Braila Family and Economic Networks in Galati:
Serbu’s Family and Its Boyar Connections...........cc......... 21
1.2. Clarifying the Identity of Dediu the Spatar in Relation
to Dediu Codreant.........ceovveeriieenieeeneenieeneee e 24
1.3. Ana Racovitd’s Filiation and the Reconstruction of Her
Maternal Ancestry. Kinship with Dediu Codreanu........... 28
1.4. Dediu the Spatar and Ruxanda: Family, Foundations,
and Genealogical Memory .........coccveeeeriveeeiniieeenniieeennas 33
2. The Family of Mihai and Ana Racovitd: Matrimonial
Alliances and Family Life ........cccoovieeeiniieeeiniiiececiee e, 35
2.1. Mihai Racovita’s First Matrimonial Alliance: His
Marriage to Safta Cantemir.......ccccovverereerieeeneeerierenneenns 35
2.2. Mihai Racovitd’s Second Marriage and Ana’s
Integration into the Racovitd Family .........ccccoeerieeennenne 36
2.3. Lady Ana Racovita: Age, Residence at Olaseni, and the
Early Years of Marriage ........ccceeeervvveeeriieeeeniiieeeninneeenn 37
2.4. The Image of Mihai Racovita in Chronicles and
Contemporary ACCOUNLS .......ceeeerririiierereeeereiniiireeeeeeenan 38
2.5. Descendants of the Princely Family..........ccccoceennennne 41

3. Spiritual Kinship, Matrimonial Alliances, and Ceremonies



4. The Lady’s Participation in the Internal and External

Political Life of the Romanian Principalities.............ccccuu..e.. 52
5. Ana Racovita’s Family in the Context of Political Instability
and Princely Depositions..........eeevrveeeerniuvereeniieeeeniieeeeennen 54
5.1. Deposition as a Political Instrument of the Porte and Its
Impact on the Princely Family ........cccccovveniiriiiniinennen. 54
5.2. The First and Second Depositions of Mihai Racovita
(1705-1709) . ceeeeereeeiieeeiee ettt 54
5.3. The Princely Family in Wartime and the Third Reign
in Moldavia (1711/1716—1726)......cceevrcveeeiniiieeeniieeennans 57
5.4. The Final Reigns and the Political Decline of Mihai
Racovitd (1726—1744) c..ceevieiiieeeeeeee e 59
6. Lady Ana Racovitd and the World of the Princely Court:
Representation, Ceremonial, and Everyday Life................... 61
6.1. The Lady and the Appearance of Power: Dress,
Luxury, and Representation at the Princely Court............ 61

6.2. Ceremonial at the Princely Court, the Lady’s Public
Role, and the Everyday Experiences of the Racovitd Family

....................................................................................... 62
6.3. Officeholders and Staff of the Lady’s Court.............. 64
7. Religious Foundations and Donations...........ccceecuveeeennneen. 67
7.1. The Princely Church and the Former Metropolitan
CRUICH ceviiiiiiiee e 67

7.2. The Church of Saint Archangel Michael in Soroca ... 67
7.3. The Dormition of the Mother of God Church (Uspenia)

in Botosani; the Monastery at FAStAci......cccoovvveeeriiveeennnns 68
7.4. The Church of Saint Nicholas in Popauti.................. 68
7.5. The Monasteries of Golia, Trei lerarhi, and Margineni

....................................................................................... 70
7.6. Cotroceni MONASLErY.......ccuvereverereeeriieesireresareresneenas 70

8. Insignia of Power. Elements of Heraldry and Sigillography



10. Representations of the Lady........ccoovvveeeriiieeeeniieecennnen. 72

CONCIUSIONS ..evvvvvrriierereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeererrerrerrrrerrrere————.. 75
CHAPTERIIL .....coooiiiiieee ettt e e e s 78
LADY PULCHERIA MAVROCORDAT, WIFE OF PRINCE
NICOLAE MAVROCORDAT ........ccoooviieeeieeeiiineeeee e 78

1. Genealogical Landmarks Concerning the Family of Lady

Pulcheria Mavrocordat ........cccuvvveeeeeeeeccciiiieeee e eeciiveeeee e 80

1.1. Lady Pulcheria’s Father: Genealogical Landmarks ... 81
1.2. Lady Pulcheria’s Brother: Biographical Landmarks and

Integration into the Political Elite.......ccccccveevriiieeinnnnennn. 82
1.3. The Lady’s Kinship Relations ........c.ccccevvvinniiinnenns 83
2. The Family of Nicolae and Pulcheria Mavrocordat:
Matrimonial Alliances and Family Life .........ccccceevvieeennnnen. 83
2.1. Nicolae Mavrocordat’s First Matrimonial Alliance: His
Marriage to Casandra Cantacuzino..........cceeeeeruvveeersuveeenn 83
2.2. Nicolae Mavrocordat’s Second Marriage: Pulcheria
Tzoukis (CIUChI)......eeeeiriiiieieiiiee e 84
2.3. The Image of Nicolae Mavrocordat in Chronicles and
Contemporary ACCOUNES ........cceevveueiiiiiinirieiinieiieeenneens 85
2.4. Descendants of the Princely Family...........ccccceuveeen. 88
3. Spiritual Kinship, Matrimonial Alliances, and Ceremonies
........................................................................................... 92
3.1. Relations with Chrysanthos Notaras, Patriarch of
Jerusalem ......coovviiviiiiiiiiiiiiii 92
3.2. Princely Intervention in the Matrimonial Alliances of
the Boyar Elte......ccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiie i 96
4. The Lady’s Role in the Internal and External Political Life
of the Romanian Principalities.........ccceervuveeerriieeeiniiieeennnnn 97
4.1. Involvement in Internal Political Affairs................... 97
4.2. Involvement in Foreign Affairs .........ccccevvvveeeniuneeenn. 98
5. The Lady’s Court. New Developments ..........ccceecveeenueennne 99
5.1. Physicians and Medical Practices ......cc.occvveeeviuveeennnne 99

5.2. Jupanese and Household Maidens ..........ccccceveuveeenn 100



5.3. Support for Marica Brancoveanu, Widow of

Constantin Brancoveanu..........cceceeevveinieerieeenneennnnen, 102
5.4. Correspondence with Chrysanthos Notaras............. 104
6. The End of Her Life .....c.covvvvieviiiiiiiiieciceeeece, 106
7. Donations and Religious Foundations of Lady Pulcheria 109
7.1. The Princely Monastery at Vacaresti........cc.cceeruee. 109
7.2. The Metropolitan See of Wallachia ...........c...c........ 110
7.3. Margineni Monastery.......cceeevvveeeriveeeesnveeeessineeeens 111
7.4. Golia MONAStErY .....oovviviiiiiiiiiiiicciec e 111
CONCIUSIONS ..eeveveeriiieeiieesiee ettt 111
CHAPTER IIL.......oooiiiiiiiiiiieiceeeeeeece e 114
LADY ECATERINA MAVROCORDAT, WIFE OF
CONSTANTIN MAVROCORDAT ......ccoccevriiieieeereeenenn 114
1. Genealogical Landmarks of Lady Ecaterina Mavrocordat
......................................................................................... 115
1.1. The Political and Matrimonial Legacy of lordache
RUSEL ..o 115
1.2. Ecaterina Mavrocordat’s Paternal Ancestry: Constantin
RUSEE ...t 118
1.3. Ecaterina Mavrocordat’s Maternal Ancestry: the
Bogdan and Cantemir Families .........cccoeveveeeeniieeeennnen. 120

1.4. The Spiritual Kinship of Lupu Bogdan and Anita... 125
2. The Family of Constantin and Ecaterina Mavrocordat:

Matrimonial Alliances and Family Life ..........ccccceeviieeennes 127
2.1. Constantin Mavrocordat’s First Matrimonial Alliance:
His Marriage to Casandra Cantacuzino ..............cceeuueee. 127
2.2. Constantin Mavrocordat’s Second Marriage: Ecaterina
RUSCL ..ttt 127
2.3. Descendants of Constantin and Ecaterina Mavrocordat
..................................................................................... 128

2.4. Representations of Constantin Mavrocordat in
Contemporary SOUICES.......uveeeeeiirrinnrereeeeeerririreeeeeeeenns 131



2.5. Spiritual Kinship, Matrimonial Alliances, and

CRICIMONIES ..eeuveeenreeiriieiiree sttt 132
2.6. “Taking into the Soul” as an Instrument of Family
Integration and Patrimonial Consolidation .................... 134
3. The Lady’s Role in the Internal and External Political Life
of the Romanian Principalities........c.cccooeervvrvircieneeneennen. 135
4. The Lady’s Court. The Evolution of the Court and the
Princely Palace. Officeholders. The Lady’s Household....... 136
4.1. PRSICIANS. ..cceviuriieiriiiieeeiiiee et eesiree e e 136
4.2. Female Servants.........ccceeeevveeeeniieeeennireeesseeee e 137
4.3. The Lady’s VOINICS ....ceevvvreerrniireeeeniieeeensiieeeeanees 138
4.4. The Lady’s Calarasi.......cccervviirinieriicinnecniecnnnnen, 139
4.5. The Lady’s Church under the Patronage of Constantin
MaVIOCOTAL..cccveiiiieerieeeiiie e 139
5. Religious Foundations and Donations.........cccceceeeeennneen. 139
5.1. Frumoasa MONastery.......ccceeeeeecuvereeeeeeeniininieeeeeennns 139
5.2. Great Lavra Monastery on Mount Athos................. 140
5.3. Margineni Monastery.......cceeevvveeerrveeeesneneeesninneeens 140
5.4. Religious Ceremonies ........ccocueervuveinvieiinneenineennnnn 140
5.5. The Church at Causeni.......ccoceevvvervuerireeiineiieeneennn. 141
5.6. The Church at Fundenii Doamnei............ccceueenneeen. 142
5.7. Vacaresti MONASterY .....ccvveeervreeeerireeeesiireeesnenenens 142
6. Insignia of Power. Elements of Heraldry and Sigillography
......................................................................................... 142
7. The Final Years of Her Life. The Testament .................. 142
8. Representations of the Lady........ccoeecveeeeniieeiiniiieeennee, 144
CONCIUSIONS ..eeveveeiiiieeieeesree ettt 146
CHAPTER IV ..ot 147
LADY ZOE GHICA, WIFE OF GRIGORE I1 GHICA ..... 147
1. Genealogical Landmarks of Lady Zoe Ghica ................. 148

1.1. The Lady’s Paternal Ancestry .......cccceeeveeerveennnnen. 148



1.2. Identifying Lady Zoe’s Father. A Historiographical

CONIOVETSY .uuuvvreeieeeeeeiiiirtee e e e e et e e e e e e eieree e e e e 149
1.3. The Lady’s Maternal Ancestry ........c.ccceeeevreenueennen. 150
1.4. Lady Zoe Ghica’s Brothers .........cccoeeveeeeniveeeennnnen. 151
2. Marriage and Family Life.......c.ccoverviniinniniiiiiceenen, 152
2.1. The Background to the Marriage .........cceeevuveeeennnen. 152
2.2. Descendants of Grigore II Ghica and Zoe, née Mano
..................................................................................... 154
2.3. Spiritual Kinship, Matrimonial Alliances, and
COTEIMOMNIES ..vvveeeurreeerrirerereiirreeesrreeeesanrereesanreeeesanneeeess 159
3. The Lady’s Court. The Evolution of the Court and the
Princely Palace. Officeholders. The Lady’s Household....... 164
3.1. The Reconstruction of the Lady’s Court................. 164
3.2. The Ghica Family’s Lifestyle at the Princely Court 166
3.3. The Lady’s Church. Servants ...........ccccevvveeerineenn. 168
3.4. The Lady’s Captain.......ccceeeervveeeeninreesniieeeesnneeeens 168
3.5. The Lady’s VOInicC.....ccccecuvvvriiiiiiiiiniiniieciiecen 169
4. The Lady’s Role in the Internal and External Politics of the
Principalities .......ccovvveiviiiiiiiiiiiciiiie 170
5. Religious Foundations and Donations.........cccceccveeeennnnen. 172
5.1. Frumoasa Monastery (Iasi)......ccccoceerveerierercreennnnen. 172
5.2. Golia Monastery (Ias1) .....ceeevvvveeerireeeeriineeeesninnenns 173
5.3. Saint Panteleimon Monastery (Bucharest) .............. 174
5.4. Marcuta and Cernica Monasteries (Bucharest)........ 174
5.5. Visits t0 MONASIETICS....eeevvererreerreeenieerreresreeeeeen 175
6. Burial Place........cccoocviiviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiicecen 177
7. Representations of the Lady.......cccccevvvveeivnviierinniiienennnen, 178
CONCIUSIONS ..eoveviiiiiiiiriiiiicirerec e 178
CHAPTER V..ot 180

LADY ECATERINA GHICA, WIFE OF GRIGORE III



1. Genealogical Landmarks Concerning the Family of Lady

Ecaterina GhiCa........cooovevveieiiiiiiniieieecnecceceeesee e 181
1.1. Lady Ecaterina’s Paternal Ancestry. Historiographical
CONTUSIONS ..eeviveeeiiieiiiierec e 181
1.2. Lady Ecaterina’s Maternal Ancestry............ccceen.... 184
1.3. Iacovache Rizo’s Integration into the Romanian Elite
..................................................................................... 187
1.4. Matrimonial Alliances of lacovache’s Family......... 191

2. Marriage and Family Life.......ccoccoivviieiinniieiinnieeeeee, 191
2.1. The Background to the Marriage .........ccceveevveennnnn. 191
2.2. Descendants of the Princely Family........................ 193
2.3. Spiritual Kinship, Matrimonial Alliances, and
COTEIMOMNIES ..vvveerurreeerrirreereireeesssireeeessnrreeesanreeeesanneeeess 196

3. The Lady’s Role in the Internal and External Political Life

of the Romanian Principalities........ccccvveriiriiiinniiniinnnnnn. 197

4. The Lady’s COUIt ..cccevvvrierriiieeeiiiieeeeeiieeeesiieee s sieeee e 200
4.1. Household Maidens and Jupanese ............ccocueeeunne. 200
4.2, WEt NUISES .eevuvrrieiiiriieeiiriteesrree et 201
4.3. Cahvengidina. Coffee-maker.......cccccceeervvierernnnen. 201
4.4. The Lady’s Chamberlains ..........ccccevcuveeeiniveeeennnenn 202
4.5. The Lady’s Church and Its Servants..........c.ccceeuee. 202
4.6. The Lady’s VOIMIC ......ceevvrreerrniiieeeeiiieeeeeieee e 203
4.7. The FUStasi «.cccvveerreeeiiieniee e 203
4.8. The Lady’s Revenues.........cceeevvveeeennieeeenneee e 204

5. The Political and Family Fate of Grigore III Ghica: Exile,

Return, and EXecUtion ........ceeeveiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeviiiceee e, 204
5.1. The Political Context and the Accession of Grigore 111
Ghica (1768) in Wallachia .......cccceeevvieveenieeenieennen. 204
5.2. The Russo-Ottoman War and the Separation of the
Family (1768—1774) .ccoceeiiiieiieeeeeenee e 205

5.3. The Family’s Return and Temporary Reunion (1775)



5.4. The Bukovina Crisis, Political Isolation, and the

Execution of Grigore III Ghica (1775-1777)..ccccevveeunuen. 208

5.5. The Fate of Ecaterina Ghica and the Disintegration of
the Family after 1777 ....cccveeiviiiiieieeeeeee e 211
6. Representations of Lady Ecaterina...........ccccocveviniennen. 214
CONCIUSIONS ...ttt 214
CONCLUSIONS ...ttt 216
BIBLIOGRAPHY ......cocooniiiiiiiiiiininecneeenienre e 219
ABBREVIATIONS ..ottt 240
APPENDICES.......cccoootiiiiiiteinteneeeere e 242

Rationale for the Choice of Topic and Research
Objectives

Although interest in the history of women in the
Romanian lands can be traced back to the beginning of the
twentieth century, through contributions by authors such
as Nicolae ITorga and Constantin Gane, rigorously
documented studies devoted to female biographies remain
relatively few, especially for the period from the
fourteenth to the eighteenth century'. From this
perspective, the study of princely consorts in the Phanariot
era responds to the need to recover an insufficiently
explored dimension of Romanian social and political
history. Long relegated to a secondary position or treated
anecdotally, the history of these women requires a critical
and contextualized reading capable of highlighting the

! Maria Magdalena Szekely, Imposibila biografie. Viefi de femei din
Moldova de altadata, in ASUI, s.n., Istorie, LVI -LVIII, 2010-2012,
p. 103-116



place occupied by female members of the elites within
family structures and mechanisms of power. The study of
the princely consorts of Moldavia and Wallachia therefore
provides important points of reference for a more nuanced
understanding of medieval and premodern society and, in
particular, of the functioning of elites.

The research topic was chosen in order to examine
a less explored component of the political and social
history of the eighteenth-century Romanian Principalities:
the position and role of Phanariot princely consorts in
relation to mechanisms of power, marriage alliances, and
kinship networks that structured the world of the elites.
Traditional historiography has focused primarily on
reigns, political developments, conflicts, and the
administration specific to the Phanariot regime, while
women were often relegated to the background and
regarded either as ceremonial figures or as wholly
dependent upon male authority.

The need to reconsider such interpretations
constitutes one of the starting points of this study. The
integration of princely consorts into marriage alliances and
dynastic strategies demonstrates that their presence should
not be viewed solely as an extension of their husbands’
authority. Their position may also be analyzed through
their functions of representation, legitimation, and
consolidation of princely power®. At the same time, they
formed part of complex networks of kinship, patronage,
family  solidarity, and socio-political relations,
contributing, directly or indirectly, to the advancement of

2 Stefan S. Gorovei, Fragmente pentru o antropologie sociald
(Moldova secolului XVII), in AMM, X1I-XIV, 1990-1992, p. 171



particular families and to the maintenance of dynastic
strategies.

This research also seeks to address certain
historiographical gaps concerning female elites in
Romanian  premodern  society. To this end,
prosopographical, genealogical, and documentary analysis
occupies an important place in our approach. The study of
the five women therefore goes beyond the limits of
individual biography, making it possible to identify the
position occupied by princely consorts within the familial,
dynastic, and political architecture of the period.

Another argument for choosing this topic concerns
the way in which the Phanariot era has been perceived in
Romanian historiography. For a long time, it was
interpreted through perspectives strongly shaped by
ideological constructions and by a predominantly negative
image’. The discourse of the chroniclers, followed by the
interpretations of the generation of 1848, often associated
the Phanariot century with political decline, administrative
corruption, and social deterioration. These representations

3, Nu-mi vorbiti mie de noblete, cAnd e vorba de grecii supusi
Portii”, spunea Lionardo Panzini. In opinia lui, turcii nu cunosteau
nobletea de neam, care se transmitea dintr-o generatie in alta, nobletea
fiind pe o perioada limitata de timp, adicd in exercitarea functiei. in
momentul in care unul moare sau nu mai detine acea functie, nu mai
este nobil. Nobilimea este bazatd pe un criteriu subiectiv, nobilita
d’opinione, care este valabild doar in cadrul unei conventii facute intre
greci, nefiind recunoscutd sau admisd de catre turci. Prin urmare,
domnul fanariot este ,,un principe marunt, necunoscut pentru trei
sferturi din Europa”, dar care ,,isi cautd gloria lui acolo unde ar trebui
sa fie ambitie tuturor suveranilor dornici de a o gasi” (Lionardo
Panzini, [Scrisori din Tara Romdneascal, in Calatori Straini privind
Tarile Romdne, volumul al X-lea, partea I, volum ingrijit de Maria
Holban, 2000, Editura Academiei Romane, Bucuresti, p. 212).



were compounded by a pronounced anti-Greek attitude®.
Consequently, not only the political history of the period
but also its social, familial, and cultural dimensions
remained insufficiently explored for a long time. From this
perspective, research on Phanariot princely consorts can
contribute to a reassessment of the period and to a more
nuanced reading of interpretations that have become
traditional.

The topic also opens a perspective onto the human
and everyday dimensions of these women’s lives. The
status of princely consort entailed not only privilege and
public  representation, but also responsibilities,
vulnerabilities, and adaptation to a climate marked by
political instability, mobility, and dynastic pressures.
Rapid changes of reign, princely depositions, and
fluctuations in princely authority directly affected the life
of the entire family. In a society in which a family’s fate
was closely linked to the political position of its head, the
prince’s actions and decisions inevitably had
consequences for his wife as well. From this perspective,
the research raises questions concerning the experience of

4 Relevante sunt cuvintele lui Neculce: ,,Oh! oh! oh! sdraca tara
Moldovei si tara Munteneasca, cum va petreceti si va desmerdati cu
aceste suparari la aceste vremi cumplite si fara de mild de stapanii
nostri, carii singuri nostri am poftit si am aflat. Nu ne saturam de
tara, nici de maritat fetele dupa pamanteni, ci ziceam ca-s prosti si
saraci si alergam la cei straini Greci de-i apucati care de care sa fie
gineri, ca si cilibii si bogati; si li dati mosii, si-i puneti in capul
mesei; iaca la ce am venit. Aceste adevarat ca ne-au facut cilibii la
toate, cu lacrimi pe obraz, si cu suspinuri la D-zeu strigand; iar alta
putere fard a suspina la D-zeu” (Ion Neculce, Opere. Letopisetul
Tarii Moldovei si O sama de cuvinte, editie Ingrijita de Gabriel
Strempel, Bucuresti, Editura Minerva, 1982, p. 291-293).



exile, the women’s ability to adapt to new political
circumstances, their relationship to changes imposed by
decisions of the Porte, and, more broadly, the ways in
which they endured periods of uncertainty accompanying
the exercise of power.

The selection of the five Phanariot princely
consorts was based not on a quantitative criterion, but on
the historical relevance and documentary possibilities
offered by each case. The surviving body of sources
allows an in-depth investigation of these women as well as
a comparative analysis. They belong to a period in which
processes of adaptation, transition, and consolidation of
new forms of exercising and representing power can be
observed.

The genealogies of the families from which they
came, marriage policy, documents concerning donations
and property, forms of participation in political life, as
well as votive representations and other iconographic
evidence each constitute substantial avenues of research.
For this reason, the thesis does not seek an exhaustive
reconstruction of the entire female world of the Phanariot
era, but concentrates on five case studies. Their selection
is justified by the consistency of the available sources, the
women’s membership in important families of the period,
and the possibility of comparing their experiences.
Limiting the research to five cases made it possible to
maintain a balance between the diversity of the issues
investigated and the depth of analysis, while avoiding a
merely descriptive succession of personalities.

The limited number of specialized works devoted
to women in the Romanian Principalities during the
eighteenth century initially represented a difficulty. At the



same time, this historiographical gap encouraged direct
consultation of the sources and a critical analysis of the
information identified.

A further difficulty arises from the nature of the
sources, since information concerning women is
frequently indirect and transmitted through a male
perspective. Nevertheless, the corpus employed is diverse,
bringing together deeds of donation, wills,
correspondence, property documents, and narrative
sources. As the research progressed, the initial limitations
of the documentation led to a diversification of the types
of sources consulted and thus contributed to the
development of a broader perspective on the subject.

Accordingly, the principal objective of the thesis is
to reconstruct the biographical trajectories of five princely
consorts representative of the Phanariot period through a
multi-level analysis. The research examines genealogical
origins, the circumstances and meanings of marriage
alliances, family life, the management and consolidation
of landed property, religious patronage, and forms of
involvement in internal and external political life. It also
considers the final stages of these women’s lives and the
circumstances of their deaths. In this way, we seek to
reconstruct both individual historical profiles and life
experiences situated at the intersection of the domestic
sphere, the exercise of power, and the constraints of the
society of the period.

Historiographical Framework

For a long time, women’s history did not rank
among the privileged fields of Romanian historiography,
as scholarly interest focused primarily on male political



power and its military manifestations. Western
historiography moved beyond these limits earlier, and
from the 1950s and 1960s onward research devoted to
women-related subjects developed considerably. At the
same time, the emergence of gender studies altered the
traditional perspective on the past, with male experience
ceasing to function as the exclusive point of reference for
historical interpretation.

The novelty of these approaches also lay in their
departure from stereotypical representations of women
constructed around the body, legal status, or women’s
presence in the public sphere. Research themes expanded
to include sexuality, everyday life, female experience,
relations between the sexes, and women’s place in society.
Nevertheless, the influence of these new Western
directions was felt more slowly in the Romanian scholarly
environment, where the political history of Eastern and
Southeastern Europe continued to occupy a dominant
position, while less attention was devoted to the field
relevant to this study, with Byzantine studies constituting,
to some extent, an exception.

Specialized academic journals played a
particularly important role in establishing women’s
history as a distinct field, providing the framework
necessary for the formulation of new theoretical and
methodological perspectives and for bringing previously
marginalized topics into scholarly circulation.

Founded in 1992, Women’s History Review
became one of the leading journals devoted to women’s
history and gender studies. It brings together studies of
female experiences and gender relations across different
periods and geographical spaces. The History of the



Family, established in 1996, likewise represents an
important reference point for research on family
structures, interpersonal relations, and private life. The
importance of these publications is also illustrated by
contributions from Romanian scholars, including
Constanta Vintili-Ghitulescu® and Nicoleta Roman®,
whose studies have supported the development of research
on the family, private life, and female experience in the
Romanian lands.

Within Romanian historiography, journals such as
Arhiva Genealogica and Revista de Istorie Sociald have
likewise provided a favorable framework for studies of
family, kinship, private life, and female experiences.
Although these themes were not always treated as
autonomous fields of inquiry, their presence in academic
publications gradually became more visible. Research on
women’s history and family history also appears in
numerous other specialized periodicals, indicating a
steady diversification of historiographical interests.

Interest in the history of women in the Romanian
lands is not, however, exclusively recent. Important
contributions in this direction can be identified as early as
the first half of the twentieth century. Nicolae lorga’ was

> Constanta Vintila Ghitulescu, Women in Church, Men at the Public
House’: Religious Experience in Romanian society, 1700-1830, in
The History of the Family, 17 (2), 2012, p. 220-235

6 Nicoleta Roman, 4 Dimension of Private Life in Wallachia:
Violence Between Parents and Children (1830—1860), in The History
of the Family, 19(2), 2014, p. 182-201.

7 Nicolae Torga, Viata femeilor in trecutul romdnesc, Vilenii de
Munte, 1910; idem, Femeile in viata neamului nostru. Chipuri, datine,
fapte, marturii, Valenii de Munte, 1911; idem, Rolul traditiei in



among the first historians to devote systematic attention to
women’s presence in Romanian history, both through the
publication and use of sources and through works of
synthesis. Although his interest focused especially on
women from elite circles, these contributions demonstrate
the early emergence of scholarly concern with the subject.

Nevertheless, Nicolae lorga’s perspective on
Phanariot princely consorts was itself shaped by
judgments characteristic of the historiographical context
of his time. He explicitly contrasted them with the princely
consorts of earlier centuries, to whom he attributed active
participation in the political and administrative life of the
country. Thus, in his description, sixteenth-century
women were capable “of fighting for the throne,
commanding armies, governing the country, and
administering justice”®, whereas for the following century
he highlighted cases in which princely consorts acted as
regents or became guardians of their sons. By contrast,
Iorga claimed that the women of the Phanariot era “no
longer took any part in the affairs of the country, but
languished in the gynaeceum, in the seraglio of the
Court™. The historian also offered critical observations
regarding cultural pursuits, citing as an exception Nicolae
Mavrocordat’s sister, who was noted even for her
knowledge of medicine'®. In the same register, he
presented the daughters of Ioan Callimachi Calmasul,
mentioning pursuits such as playing chess or spending

cresterea femeilor la romdni, Vilenii de Munte, 1912; idem,
Portretele doamnelor romdne (studiu si album), Bucuresti, 1937.

8 Idem, Femeile in viata neamului nostru, p. 41.

9 Ibidem

10 [bidem, p. 134.



time in the family salon!!. Such a reading reflects the
limitations of an early historiographical stage in which
female presence was often assessed through comparison
with idealized historical models.

Negative attitudes toward the Phanariots and
Greeks appear not only in later historiographical
interpretations, but also in certain testimonies
chronologically close to the period under study.
Particularly relevant in this respect is the work of Marc
Philippe Zallony, regarded as the first text devoted entirely
to the Phanariot regime. His account is useful both for
information on administration and ideology and for data
concerning everyday life. His perspective on princely
consorts 1is, however, deeply critical. Although he
maintained that they played no proper role in governing
the two Principalities, he nevertheless admitted that they
could exercise “influence over public affairs,” depending
on the ascendancy they acquired over their husbands'?.
Zallony then described the Phanariot lady through
stereotypes of naivety, suggestibility, and caprice, arguing
that female interventions could adversely affect
government ',

Although few syntheses are devoted exclusively to
this subject, the specialist literature nevertheless contains
a substantial body of focused studies dealing with clearly
defined themes and personalities, contributions that are

Uibidem

12 Marc Philippe Zallony, Despre fanarioti, prefata de Iorgu P. Bals,
Bucuresti, 1897, p. 67.

B Ibidem, p. 69.



important for shaping the historiographical framework of
this research!.

At the same time, a number of works have incorporated
female presence within a broader research framework

14 Dintre contributiile consacrate studiului femeilor apartinand elitelor
puterii din spatiul romanesc, mentionam si N. Banescu, Contribution
a [’histoire de la seigneurie de Theodoro-Mangoup en Crimée, in
»Byzantion Zeitschrift”, LIII, 1935, nr. 1, p. 20-37; Ilie Barbulescu,
Un aer de la Alecsandru Lapusneanu si domnita Roxandra, in
»Arhiva”, lasi, an XXXVI, 1929, nr. 34, p. 275-276; V. Bogrea,
Doamnele lui Constantin Serban, in RI, VII, 1920, p. 183—184, reluat
in AIINC, 11, 1923; Pavel Chihaia, Sofiile lui Negru Vodda, in lucrarea
Arta medievald (II). Invagaturi si mituri in Tara Romdneascd,
Bucuresti, 1998, p. 245-257; 1.C. Filitti, Ctitorii de la Plaviceni §i
neamul doamnei Stanca, in AO, VI, 1927, nr. 32-33, p. 266-281;
idem, Despina, princesse de Valachie, fille présumée de Jean
Brankovitch, in RIR, 1931, p. 241-250; idem, Marie Paléologue (+
1477), épouse d "Etienne le Grand, prince de Moldavie, Bucuresti,
1936; George D. Florescu, A Genealogy of the Family of Viad Tepes,
in Dracula. Essays on the Life and Times of Viad Tepes, lasi, 1991, p.
249-252; Stefan S. Gorovei, Margareta-Musata si legenda ei, in vol.
Intemeierea Moldovei. Probleme controversate, lasi, 1997, p. 118—
123; idem, Maria Asanina Paleologhina, doamna Moldovlahiei, n
SMIM, XXI1, 2004, p. 9-50; Idem, Maria Magdalena Székely, Maria
Asanina Paleologhina. O printesa bizantina pe tronul Moldovei,
2006; Corina Nicolescu, Princesses Serbes sur le tréone des
Principautés Roumaines. Despina-Militza, princesse de Valachie, in
,Matica Srpska”, Novi Sad, V, 1969, p. 97—117; Petre S. Nasturel, Ton
Radu Mircea, De [’ascendance de Despina, épouse du voivode
Neagoe Basarab. A propos d’une inscription slavonne inédite, in Rsl,
X, 1964, p. 435-437; Gh. Punga, Din nou despre Ringala, sotia lui
Alexandru cel Bun, In ASUI, s.n., Istorie, 1994—-1995, XL-XLI, p.
161-167; C. Rezachevici, Ringala-Ana. Un episod dinastic in relatiile
moldo-polono-lituaniene din vremea lui Alexandru cel Bun, In Rdl,
1982, nr. 8, p. 917-923; Marcel Romanescu, Neamurile doamnei lui
Neagoe-Voda, Craiova, 1940.



without necessarily making it their central subject. This
category includes contributions such as Stefan Lemny,
Sensibilitate si istorie in secolul al XVIII-lea romdnesc;
Violeta Barbu, De bono conjugali; Constanta Vintila-
Ghitulescu, In salvari si cu islic and Patima si desfatare.
Despre lucrurile marunte ale vietii cotidiene in societatea
romdneascd, and Sultana Craia, Ingeri, demoni si muieri.
To these may be added studies that devote greater attention
to female experience, including Horia Dan Mazilu,
Vaduvele sau despre istorie la feminin; Nicoleta Roman,
Deznadéjduitd muiere n-au fost ca mine; the volume
Gradina Rozelor; Georgeta Fodor, Destine comune: viata
femeilor intre public si privat; and Sorin Iftimi’s
Doamnele si domnitele in Tarile Romdne. Curtea
Doamnei in Moldova si Tara Romdneasca.

Phanariot reigns, the disappearance of native
princely rule, relations with the Porte, administration,
mores, and political intrigues have generated a rich
historical literature. Far less well known, however, are the
women who belonged to this world. This situation is not
specific to the Phanariot era, but more broadly
characterizes research on women'’s history in Southeastern
Europe. Maria Magdalena Székely drew attention to this
difference from Western historiography!®>. Ovidiu
Pecican, in turn, has described the paradoxical state of
medieval Romanian women’s history, which, despite its
early beginnings, still remains a field of accumulation and
exploration'®. Within a historical framework traditionally

1>Maria Magdalena Székely, Structuri de familie in societatea
medievala moldoveneasca, in ArhGen, Nr. 1-2, 1997, p. 60.

16 Ovidiu Pecican, Un santier patinat, dar auroral: femeia in spatiul
romdnesc medieval, In Prezente feminine. Studii despre femei in



dominated by the analysis of male power and military
qualities, women long remained in a zone of chiaroscuro,
entering the sphere of scholarly interest only sporadically.

Research Methodology

One of the methodological objectives of the
research was to identify, verify, and reassess the sources
used in the literature devoted to the history of women in
the Romanian Principalities. The works of Constantin
Gane and Nicolae lorga constituted important reference
points for later research, yet some of the information they
transmitted is not supported by complete documentation.
For this reason, the critical analysis of sources focused on
confronting divergent versions, whether documentary or
narrative, verifying the coherence of information, and
relating it to the context in which the sources were
produced.

The comparative method makes it possible to
identify both common features and differences among the
five princely consorts examined. The comparison
addresses genealogical origin, marriage alliances, the
relationship to family property, participation in court life,
religious patronage, and the ways in which these women
exercised influence within the Phanariot social and
political environment.

An important starting point is the analysis of the
kinship system and matrimonial practices specific to the
period. The research examines how Phanariot elite
families were constituted, the meaning of marriage, and
the extent to which it continued to perform functions of

Romadnia, coord. Ghizela Cozma, Eniko Magyari-Vincze, Cluj,
Editura Fundatiei Desire, 2002, p. 21.



regulation,  formalization, control, and  social
codification!’. The family into which a claimant to the
throne entered through marriage could be of decisive
importance, since marriage alliances among the elites
were rarely determined solely by individual choice or
affection. They involved economic, social, and political
interests capable of producing advantages for both spouses
and their respective families.

In this context, the research also investigates the
nature of relations between spouses, asking to what extent
the marital relationship could transcend its initial character
as an alliance between families. It examines the
motivations behind marriages, the mechanisms of family
solidarity, and the reciprocal obligations arising from such
alliances, including in relation to the principles associated
with the concepts of discordia concors and laudatio
parentum.

Genealogy constitutes another essential instrument
of investigation. The particularities of the Phanariot era
make a careful reconstruction of kinship relations
necessary, since these allow us to observe the mechanisms
by which the elites of Moldavia and Wallachia functioned.
Correlating family relations with the political trajectory of
the princely couple—accession to the throne, successive
depositions, or restoration to rule—and with the offices
held by relatives makes it possible to identify strategies of
political legitimation and networks of influence
constructed through marriage alliances.

In reconstructing the genealogies of the princely
consorts, filiations were verified by comparing sources

17 Georges Duby, Doamnele din veacul al XII-lea, Bucuresti, Editura
Meridiane, 2000, p. 11.



and correlating onomastic information. The recurrence of
the same names within families, however, created
significant difficulties of identification'®. It was therefore
necessary to reassess genealogical and biographical
information that had been adopted and perpetuated in the
specialist literature without consistent verification against
the available sources. In some cases, the research sought
to correct previous assertions; in others, to supplement or
confirm information already known.
The complexity of kinship relations, the fragmentary
nature of the information, and the recurrence of the same
personal names favored the emergence and perpetuation
of confusion. By confronting the available data, our
approach seeks both to clarify insufficiently elucidated
issues and to reconsider established interpretations
whenever the sources permit or require such reassessment.
The biographical method is used to reconstruct the
individual trajectory of each princely consort within the
limits imposed by the surviving documentation. For each
of the five cases, several lines of analysis were established
and are reflected in the structure of the subchapters.
The portraits of the Phanariot princely consorts are
analyzed both diachronically and synchronically.
Comparison with realities in the Ottoman Empire, Central
Europe, and Eastern Europe makes it possible to identify
patterns of conduct and models shared within elite
environments. Through this comparative perspective, the

18 Maria Magdalena Szekely, Forme de afirmare a preeminenei
sociale la marii boieri moldoveni (secolele al XV-lea — al XVI-lea),
in Elitele puterii — puterea elitelor in spatiul romdnesc (secolele XV—
XX), editori, Cristian Ploscaru si Mihai-Bogdan Atanasiu, lasi,
Editura Universitatii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza”, 2018, p. 23-48.



research seeks to lessen the impression of inaccessibility
surrounding the life of the princely family and to give
these women a more precise historical contour, so that
they no longer remain mere “indistinct shadows, without
outline, without depth, without emphasis”'°.

The interpretation of the Phanariot era also
requires a critical approach to prejudices sedimented over
time. For a long period, the Phanariot century was almost
automatically associated with expressions such as
“burdensome taxation,” “excessive fiscal pressure,”
“Hellenization,” “denationalization,” or “wastefulness.”
The foreign origin of the prince and the fiscal dimension
of government became dominant reference points in
collective memory. Without denying the existence of
princes primarily concerned with the material advantages
of office, one must also consider political figures
influenced by Enlightenment ideas who initiated reforms
and sought to modernize the administration and society of
the Principalities.

Accordingly, an important methodological
principle of this research is critical distance from
traditional representations that associated the Phanariot
princely consort with excessive luxury, intrigue,
superficiality, or the exercise of harmful political
influence. The study proceeds from the premise that both
native and Phanariot princely consorts participated, in
different ways, in the mechanisms of legitimation and in
the networks of alliance and influence characteristic of the
period. Marriage policy, family strategies, religious
patronage, and informal interventions in the public sphere

19 Georges Duby, op.cit., p. 8.



should be interpreted as manifestations characteristic of
the ruling elites of Moldavia and Wallachia.

An element of originality in this research is the
comparative analysis of the five princely consorts within a
unified framework built upon the same lines of inquiry.
This approach makes it possible to move beyond a strictly
biographical treatment and to identify common
mechanisms concerning family origin, marriage alliances,
property, patronage, representation, and forms of
influence exercised within the Phanariot environment. At
the same time, comparison highlights differences
determined by social origin, affiliation with local boyar or
Constantinopolitan circles, and the political circumstances
in which each woman lived.

The research also seeks to distinguish between
formal authority and influence exercised through family
relations, patronage, and access to networks of power. In
this sense, the analysis of Phanariot princely consorts does
not begin from the assumption that female power was
equivalent to that of the prince, but from the need to
identify forms of participation that can be concretely
documented. Such a perspective makes it possible to avoid
both minimizing these women’s role and overstating an
influence not supported by the sources.

Structure of the Thesis

The structure of the thesis is designed to relate the
general context of the Phanariot era to the analysis of case
studies representative of the female world of the period,
while also taking into account the chronological
succession of reigns in the Principalities. Following the
introductory section devoted to context, historiography,



and methodology, the thesis comprises five chapters
devoted to princely consorts selected according to their
historical relevance and the possibilities offered by the
documentary sources.

Each chapter reconstructs the historical biography
of the woman under study by examining genealogical
origins, marriage alliances, family relations, and the
political context in which she lived. Equal attention is
given to her position within the princely court, patronage
relations, direct or indirect forms of political involvement,
religious foundation activity, property management, and
modes of symbolic and memorial representation.

The first chapter is devoted to Lady Ana Racovita,
wife of Mihai Racovitd. The analysis is based on a critical
comparison of documentary, genealogical, narrative, and
memorial sources concerning her family and the political
environment in which she lived. An important objective is
to clarify confusions perpetuated in historiography,
including the erroneous identification of Ana Racovitd’s
father with Dediu Codreanu. The reconstruction of her
paternal and maternal ancestry highlights her membership
in important family networks connected with the Serbu
Braileanu, Rosca, and Cerchez lineages.

The chapter also examines Ana Racovitd’s
integration into the matrimonial and political strategies of
the Racovita family, including through the alliances of her
descendants with the Mavrocordat, Ghica, Ipsilanti, and
Vlasto families. Particular attention is paid to the effects
of political instability on the princely family, in the context
of repeated depositions, detentions, exiles, and sanctions
that could affect the entire princely household. The chapter
also analyzes the lady’s place in court life, the elements of



material culture associated with her status, religious
foundations and patronage, as well as the ways in which
her memory was preserved or distorted in the sources,
from deeds of donation and commemorative lists to the
hostile image constructed by Dimitrie Cantemir.

The second chapter examines the biographical,
familial, and social profile of Pulcheria Mavrocordat and
her integration into the political, religious, and cultural
realities of the beginning of the Phanariot era. The
fragmentary and often indirect nature of the
documentation required a prosopographical approach
aimed at clarifying the principal landmarks in the life of a
female figure insufficiently valued by historiography.

The analysis begins with Pulcheria’s origins and
the position of the Ciuchi/Tzoukis family within
Constantinopolitan society in order to highlight the
significance of her marriage to Nicolae Mavrocordat
within family and political strategies. The composition of
the princely family, the couple’s descendants, and the
marriage alliances created through them are examined.
Nicolae Mavrocordat’s image in contemporary sources is
used insofar as it contributes to understanding the
domestic and family environment in which the lady lived.
The chapter also analyzes Pulcheria’s position at court, her
relations with Patriarch Chrysanthos Notaras, networks of
religious patronage and aristocratic sociability, and certain
forms of political and diplomatic intervention.

The third chapter is devoted to Ecaterina
Mavrocordat. The research first examines her ancestry
through the Ruset, Bogdan, and Cantemir families in order
to highlight the political, patrimonial, and symbolic capital
she inherited. Her marriage to Constantin Mavrocordat is



then analyzed within the context of matrimonial practices
characteristic of eighteenth-century elites.

The chapter examines the family structure
resulting from this alliance, the descendants, and the
marriages through which the family’s position was
consolidated. Particular attention is devoted to Ecaterina’s
status at the princely court, her entourage and household
staff, and the relations of authority and patronage
associated with her position. Her religious foundation
activity, donations, iconographic representations, personal
seal, and testamentary provisions are analyzed as means
through which Lady Ecaterina’s public status and memory
may be reconstructed.

The fourth chapter presents the biographical
landmarks of Lady Zoe Ghica, wife of Grigore II Ghica.
Genealogical, documentary, chronicle, and memorial
sources are used to clarify her origins and the position of
the Mano family within influential Constantinopolitan
circles. The marriage alliance with the Ghica family is
analyzed from the perspective of its political and familial
function.

The research examines family structure, descent,
and the matrimonial policy pursued through the children,
alongside the effects of political instability, epidemics, and
exile on family life. It analyzes the organization of the
lady’s court, patronage relations, and indirect forms of
involvement in the political and diplomatic mechanisms of
the period. Participation in the Ghica family’s programs of
religious foundation and symbolic representation is
likewise  examined  through  documentary and
iconographic sources. Overall, the chapter seeks to recover



the image of a princely consort deeply integrated into the
familial, social, and symbolic strategies of the ruling elite.

The final chapter is devoted to Ecaterina Ghica and
her position within the Phanariot elite. Her importance
derives both from her membership in the Rizo Rangabe
family and from the political circumstances in which she
lived. Her marriage to Grigore III Ghica strengthened the
princely family’s ties with the Constantinopolitan
aristocracy.

Ecaterina’s participation in court ceremonial and
the existence of a court of her own indicate the distinct
status she held within the system of princely
representation. At the same time, the involvement of
members of her family in the diplomatic relations of the
period, particularly the activity of lacovache Rizo, shows
that her position cannot be reduced to the domestic sphere.
The evolution of the family after the violent death of
Grigore III Ghica nevertheless illustrates the vulnerability
of this status and its dependence on political circumstances
and relations with the Porte.

Taken as a whole, the structure of the thesis was
designed to combine an individual perspective with
comparative analysis. Beyond reconstructing particular
biographies, the research examines the mechanisms
through which Phanariot princely consorts became
integrated into networks of power, family strategies, and
forms of representation characteristic of eighteenth-
century society.

The present research sought to reconstruct and
interpret the biographical, genealogical, social, and
politico-symbolic  trajectories of several female



representatives of the eighteenth-century elites in the
context of the Phanariot regime. The study proceeded from
the premise that the history of power and elites cannot be
understood solely through the analysis of institutions and
formal holders of authority, but must be complemented by
the study of kinship relations, marriage alliances, and the
ways in which women could participate in the mechanisms
of influence characteristic of the period. From this
perspective, the analysis of Ana Racovitd, Pulcheria
Mavrocordat, Ecaterina Ruset Mavrocordat, Zoe Ghica,
and Ecaterina Rizo Rangabe Ghica made it possible to
develop a more complex image of female status in the
Phanariot milieu, shaped at the intersection of descent,
marriage, property, public representation, and the indirect
exercise of influence. Although each case is distinguished
by its own familial, political, and patrimonial
circumstances, the application of the same lines of inquiry
made it possible to identify both common mechanisms and
significant structural differences.

One of the contributions of the research lies in
bringing together, within a wunified comparative
framework, information dispersed across sources and
specialist literature, while also reassessing genealogical
and biographical data that had been repeated without
systematic  verification. = Comparing documentary,
narrative, genealogical, epigraphic, and iconographic
sources made it possible to clarify certain filiations,
complete biographical trajectories, and reconsider
previously accepted interpretations. The study therefore
seeks not only to recover insufficiently known female
personalities, but also to achieve a better understanding of



how family networks and mechanisms of power
functioned in the Phanariot environment.

One recurring element is the role of family origin in
shaping these women’s social and political position.
Genealogy represented not merely a biographical detail,
but an active element in their integration and positioning
within networks of power. Whether they came from major
local boyar families, as in the cases of Ana Racovita and
Ecaterina Ruset, or from the Constantinopolitan
aristocratic milieu, as did Pulcheria Mavrocordat, Zoe
Ghica, and Ecaterina Ghica, family affiliation could be
converted into political, social, and symbolic capital.
Marriage therefore involved not only a woman’s entry into
anew family, but also the transfer of prestige, connections,
and social capital accumulated by her family of origin to
the princely house.

An important result of the research is the
reassessment of the position assigned to women of the
Phanariot elites in Romanian historiography. Traditional
scholarship frequently relegated them to a secondary
place, either reducing them to the status of princes’ wives
or treating them as merely ceremonial presences at court.
The documents analyzed, however, indicate the need to
integrate these women into the social and political
structures of premodern Moldavia and Wallachia, as well
as into the context of relations with the Ottoman Empire.
Although they did not possess authority comparable to that
of the prince, their influence could derive from family
prestige, the alliances they embodied, their capacity for
mediation, patronage relations, or the administration of
economic and symbolic resources.



The cases analyzed also reveal significant
differences in social origin. Ana Racovita and Ecaterina
Ruset illustrate the model of women originating in major
local boyar families and entering the Phanariot system
through marriage. In such cases, matrimonial alliance
could create bridges between the native boyar elite and the
new Phanariot political circles. Pulcheria Mavrocordat,
Zoe Ghica, and Ecaterina Rizo Rangabe, by contrast, came
from environments already integrated into Phanariot
structures, where proximity to power was supported by
Constantinopolitan networks, relations with the Porte, and
diplomatic or administrative connections. This distinction
shows that the term “Phanariot princely consort” does not
designate a homogeneous social group, but rather
encompasses distinct experiences and forms of integration
determined either by origin or by marriage alliance.
Marriage represents one of the principal points of
convergence identified across the five case studies.
Among the elites, it clearly extended beyond the private
sphere and functioned as an instrument for articulating
political and family interests. The purposes of these
alliances could nevertheless differ. In the cases of Ana
Racovita and Ecaterina Mavrocordat, matrimonial
alliances reflect the rapprochement between princely
families and the Moldavian boyar elite and contribute to
consolidating local political relations. In the cases of Zoe
Ghica and Ecaterina Ghica, marriage primarily reinforced
solidarities within the Phanariot aristocracy and
connections with high-ranking Ottoman circles.

The research also demonstrated that marriage
alliances and proximity to power did not generate
advantages alone. They could also produce considerable



vulnerability. The prince’s family benefited from the
resources and prestige associated with his position, but
was equally exposed to the consequences of political
instability. Depositions, confiscations, exile, periods of
displacement, or detention affected not only the prince but
his entire family. Ana Racovitd’s experience, as well as
the fate of members of the Ghica family, demonstrates that
proximity to power entailed direct exposure to the risks of
the Phanariot system and to the unpredictability of
relations with the Porte.

In this respect, one of the paradoxes of female
status in the Phanariot milieu lies precisely in the
relationship between privilege and vulnerability.
Proximity to the center of power offered access to prestige,
resources, patronage, and networks of influence, but at the
same time turned the princely family into an actor directly
exposed to changes in political circumstances. The
prince’s deposition could mean for his wife the loss of
status, forced relocation, confiscation of property,
detention, or exile. The status of princely consort must
therefore be analyzed not only through the advantages it
entailed, but also through the precariousness that
accompanied the exercise of power in a system dependent
on the will of the Porte and on rapidly changing political
relations.

The patrimonial dimension constitutes another
important conclusion of the research. Dowries, landed
estates, donations, princely confirmations, inheritance
rights, and various property transfers demonstrate
women’s participation in preserving, administering, and
transmitting family property. Beyond their strictly
economic value, these resources contributed to family



continuity, the maintenance of prestige, and the
consolidation of the material basis necessary for political
advancement. Property must therefore be viewed not
merely as wealth, but also as a means of perpetuating
status and constructing family and dynastic memory.

The analysis also highlighted the existence of the
lady’s court as a distinct space of sociability,
representation, and patronage. It cannot be reduced to the
domestic sphere, since it possessed its own personnel,
hierarchies, and ceremonial obligations. The lady’s court
thus represented a female extension of the courtly world
and participated in the symbolic mechanisms through
which the authority of the princely family was represented.

With regard to involvement in political life, the
sources point above all to informal forms of participation.
Princely consorts did not normally exercise direct
institutional authority, but they could intervene through
mediation, recommendation, patronage, kinship networks,
or privileged access to particular individuals and circles of
power. Influence could mean facilitating contacts,
supporting negotiations, transmitting requests, or
consolidating relations among elite groups.

In this context, female power may be understood
as relational rather than institutional. It derived from a
woman’s position within the family, access to resources,
kinship and patronage networks, and the possibility of
mediating between different elite actors. Such a
perspective makes it possible to avoid both minimizing
these women’s role and attributing to them a formal
authority not confirmed by the sources.

The absence of testimony describing spectacular
political interventions should therefore not be equated



with the absence of any form of participation. The
fragmentary nature of the documentation requires a
cautious reading of the silences of the sources. The fact
that women appear less frequently in political documents
or narrative sources largely reflects the nature of
documentation produced in a society in which formal
authority was predominantly male; it does not, in itself,
demonstrate their absence from mechanisms of power.

The religious and memorial dimension also
represents an important point of reference for
understanding these women’s status. Religious
foundations, donations to churches and monasteries,
inclusion in commemorative lists, and presence in votive
representations offered means of preserving family
memory and symbolically asserting the princely house.
From this perspective, the lady appears not only as wife
and mother, but also as a participant in the transmission of
dynastic memory and prestige. In some cases, however,
the documentation is limited, as after the reign of Grigore
IIT Ghica, when deeds of donation and acts of religious
foundation directly associated with the lady’s name are
less numerous.

Another result of the thesis is the confirmation of
the usefulness of prosopographical and genealogical
approaches in the study of female elites in the Phanariot
era. The fragmentary character of the evidence and the
scarcity of narrative sources explicitly centered on women
require the comparison of diverse categories of
documentation. Reconstructing these biographies was
possible through the correlation of genealogical,
documentary, epigraphic, narrative, and iconographic



sources, each contributing to a picture that would
otherwise have remained incomplete.

Consequently, the research supports the
conclusion that female power was not absent from
Phanariot society, but manifested itself in forms different
from princely authority. It operated through mechanisms
less visible in the sources, yet historically significant for
understanding family structures, patronage, mediation,
and relations among elites. The five biographies analyzed
reflect distinct modes of female integration into the power
system of the period. The diversity of these cases
demonstrates that Phanariot female elites did not
constitute a uniform group, yet all these women
participated, to varying degrees and in different forms, in
the consolidation, legitimation, transmission, and
negotiation of power in the eighteenth-century Romanian
Principalities.

Taken together, these five biographies propose a
reading of the Phanariot era that goes beyond the
succession of reigns and the analysis of administrative
mechanisms traditionally privileged by historiography.
Family, marriage, property, patronage, memory, and
kinship networks emerge, from this perspective, as
constitutive elements in the exercise and transmission of
power. Integrating princely consorts into this equation
does not seek to attribute artificially an authority not
confirmed by the sources, but rather to recover the place
they actually occupied in the functioning of eighteenth-
century elites.
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