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VIAS ET PONTES DISRUTAS... ON TWO MILESTONES
FROM MAXIMINUS’ REIGN

Lucretiu MIHAILESCU-BIRLIBA®
(“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi)

Keywords: Moesia Inferior, Maximinus Thrax, milestones, roads, bridges.

Abstract: Two milestones from Moesia Inferior, dating under Maximinus
Thrax, mention reparations of roads and bridges. The author proposes a revision
of an inscription from the Epigraphic Database Clauss-Slaby and tries to connect
these reparations with historical events which took place in the province during the
reign of Maximinus.

Cuvinte-cheie: Moesia Inferior, Maximinus Thrax, stalpi miliari, dru-
muri, poduri.

Rezumat: Vias et pontes disrutas... Despre doi stalpi miliari din
timpul domniei lui Maximinus. Doi stalpt miliari din Moesia Inferior, datand
din timpul domniei lui Maximinus Thrax, mentioneazd reparatii ale unor drumuri
st poduri. Autorul propune o revizuire a unei inscriptii din Epigraphic Database
Clauss-Slaby si incearca sd pund in legatura aceste reparatii cu evenimentele isto-
rice din vremea acestui impdrat.

Introduction

The reign of Maximinus is quite well epigraphically represented
in Moesia Inferior,! taking into account his short reign: there are 21
inscriptions, among them six milestones.2 It is worth noting that the

* blucretiu@yahoo.com

1 For a more detailed view, see Mihailescu-Birliba 2023, 279-280, 284.

2 Six milestones (AE 2001, 1736; ISM 1, 320-321; V, 97, 223; Bartels 2014,
B6; two dedications from numerus civium Romanorum (AE 1957, 338) and cohors
I Cispadensium (ILB 261); five honorary inscriptions in Capidava (ISM V, 20), Ul-
metum (ISM V, 61), Ménastirea Saon (ISM V, 250 bis), Istros (ISM 1, 95), Nicopolis
ad Istrum (IGB 638), five votive text (two from vicus Secundini — ISM 1, 346-347,
one from Tropaeum Traiani — ISM IV, 18, one from Candidiana — AE 1964, 180), a
military diploma from Subahce (RMD I, 77), a building inscription from Novae (AE
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miliaria erected under Maximinus represent 20% of the total mile-
stones set during the period of barracks-emperors (6 of 30) and only
under Gordian III, who reigned six years (double as Maximinus), Ro-
man authorities set more (8).3

I shall study two such inscriptions in Moesia Inferior, all com-
ing from Maximinus’ reign, in which repair of roads and/or bridges is
evoked and I shall try to connect them with the historical events in or-
der to explain these building works.

The epigraphic evidence: a revision to EDCS

A first milestone was found in Ibida (nowadays Slava Rusa, Tul-
cea county) (Fig. 1, 1-3).4 The text mentions that the emperor and his
son have set new miliaria (miliaria nova) and repaired destroyed
roads and bridges (vias et pontes disrutas). After the tribunician
power of Maximinus and the victory titles of Dacicus and Sarmaticus,
the text is dating from 237. The governor who takes care of these works
was very likely Flavius Lucilianus, attested in inscriptions from 2365
and other two from Maximinus’ reign, too.®

The second text has posed some problems. In the Epigraphische
Datenbank Clauss-Slaby (EDCS), we have two different references for
milestones set at Istros. One of them has the reference ISM 1, 320 (Fig.
2).7 The final sentence has been restituted, after D. M. Pippidi,
m<i=L>liaria / nova pon[i iusse]/[rJu[nt per...8 The second text9 has
the reference AE 1974, 572. The final sentence has been restored
mil[iJiaria nova po[ntes dis]/ [r]u[tas.:® However, in the Epigraphi-
sche Datenbank Heidelberg, the text is restored the way that Pippidi
gave in ISM I, 320.1 In order to clear this problem, let us go to the
original publication. The text was originally published in the journal

2012, 1265), a text on a silver ring from Cenoivo (Tomas 2016, 170, E33) and a frag-
mentary text from Ulmetum (ISM V, 61).

3 Mihailescu-Birliba 2023, 280, 284.

4ISMV, 223.

5ISM 1, 321.

6 ISMV, 20, 97.

7 EDCS-11800339.

8 [SM 1, 320.

9 EDCS-09401193.

10 EDCS-09401193.

1 https://edh.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/edh/inschrift/HDo11547.
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Studii si cercetari de istorie veche si arheologie (SCIVA), within an
archaeological report of Istros excavations and it was signed by many
authors, the first of them being Gh. Stefan.:2 The EDH cites Stefan as
the author of the epigraphic publication. The EDCS only cites the L’An-
née Epigraphique 1972. If we take a look at the lemma of ISM 1, 320,
we notice that the original publication is the same article of SCIVA, but
the author appears D. M. Pippidi. Pippidi, who was the editor of the
ISM 1 and among the authors of the SCIVA article, was also responsi-
ble with the epigraphic publication from Istros. The photo is not very
good, but we realize that the two inscriptions mentioned in the EDCS
are, in fact, a single one. The conserved text on the stone is as follows:
]

[CJAES GER MAX DAC

MAX SARM FIL

EIVS MLL[]ARIA

NOVA PONT[]

[IVL

There are indeed two possibilities of restitution. One was al-
ready advanced by Pippidi.t3 The formula miliaria nova poni iusse-
runt appears on other milestones, but none coming from the reign of
Maximinus.4 We notice that on the penultimate row of the preserved
text, there is space for at least four letters. Pippidi restituted six. A res-
titution pon/[tes dis] is, in my opinion, possible, but pon[t(es) dis] is
even more feasible. On the last row, only a V is visible, it could very
well be te continuation of disrutas ([rJu[tas], as well as of iusserunt
([rJu[nt]. However, the taking into account the text from Ibida and the
only one in which this formula (pontes disrutas) appears, the lacuna
after pon can be reas pon/t(es) dis]/[r]u[tas per.... After the triumph
titles, the inscription was erected in 237 and the governor was very
likely Flavius Lucilianus.

So, in my opinion, the text from Istros can be restored as fol-
lows: [[------ 11 / [CJaes(ar) Ger(manicus) Max(imus) Dac(icus) /
Max(imus) Sarm(aticus)/ fil(ius) / eius m<i=L>l[i]Jaria / nova
ponftes) dis]/[r]uftas per ]/ [Fl(avium) Lucilianum].

12 Stefan et alii 1954.

13 [SM 1, 320.

14 Hugenberg 2005, 1809, 1821, 1848, 1856, 1872; Kasdi, Slimani 2019, 280-
286 (AE 2019, 1955).
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After the triumph titles of the son and the erasure of both names
of the Augustus and the Caesar, the milestone was erected under Max-
iminus Thrax and his son Maximus. The campaign against Sarmatians
being prepared winter 235-236,'5 without the mention of the tribun-
icia potestas, the text dates from late 236 or 237, when the two emper-
ors had both triumph titles.

Historical issues

These two milestones are not the only ones erected under Max-
iminus, as I stated before. The earliest comes from Corbu (the rural
milieu of Istros) and was erected at the beginning of Maximinus’ reign
(235-236).16 The milestone from Carsium was dated 236-238,'7 even if
the absence of victory titles indicates an early datation (235-236). An-
other text was found at Saon Monastery.!8 The dating is 237 AD, but
the stone was probably brought from Niculitel or Noviodunum. V. H.
Baumann, the first who published this inscription, thought that the
stone came from the finding spot, even if he mentions that the mil-
iarium was found during the agricultural labours in the area. So, it
more probable to be transported somehow from one of the closest Ro-
man settlements from the area, i. e. Niculitel or Noviodunum. The ab-
sence of the tribunicia potestas and the victory title of Dacicus indi-
cates late 236-early 237 the erection of a milestone found at Trimam-
mium.2° Trimammium was a station on the Danube road.2t A last
milestone, dated after the tribunician power 238, was found at
Altsek,22 on the road Durostorum-Marcianopolis.23 The localisation of
Palmatae in the nowadays village of Onogur, proposed by S. Torbatov,
seems plausible.24

15 He prepared this campaigned after staying in Sirmium (Herodian 7, 2, 9;
HA, Maximinus 13, 3).

16 [SM 1, 321.

17 ISM 'V, 97, sub numero.

18 JISM V, 250Dbis.

19 Baumann 1977, 325.

20 Bartels 2014, 6 is dating the inscription 236-238, but the absence of the
victory title Sarmaticus makes me believe it was before 238.

21 Torbatov 2012, 430, 436.

22 Boshnakov 1975, 84.

23 Torbatov 2000, 62-63.

24 Torbatov 2000, 69.
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Except the texts from Istros and Ibida, which I presented sepa-
rately, two other milestones mention reparation works, at Corbu2s and
Carsium.26

All the milestones were set on important roads. Istros and Corbu
were situated on the Pontic road,2” Carsium and Trimammium on the
Danube road28 and Ibida and Niculitel (or Noviodunum) on the central
imperial road of Moesia Inferior.29

What were the reasons for these reparation works? In Corbu and
Carsium, the formula is restituerunt,3° while in Istros in Ibida the texts
inform us about destroyed bridges.3! Moreover, In Ibida, new roads
were set (in sense of massive reparations).32 In the lives of Maximus
and Balbinus, described by Historia Augusta, we are told that the
Carpi invaded Lower Moesia and destroyed Istros.33 Even if the de-
struction of Istros, as reported by the Historia Augusta, is contested,
the titles of Dacicus and Sarmaticus borne by Maximinus indicate
troubles at the Danube. Perhaps the invasion of Carpi in 238 was pre-
ceeded by some other raids the years before. The destruction of bridges
suggests some violent actions. All the roads I mentioned (the Pontic
road, the Danube road and the central road) were military roads, but
their importance for the economy was significant, too. That is why the
road reparation became a necessity for Maximinus in order to defend
the Danube limes. J. Bartels believes that Gordian III developed a pro-
gram of road reconstruction in Lower Moesia, started under Maximi-
nus.34 I am not sure of Marximinus has thought necessarily at a pro-
gram, but the need to defend the province and the frontier of the Em-
pire was obvious and he acted pragmatically, beginning with repara-
tions of strategic objectives, including roads and buildings.

25 [ISM 1, 321.

26 [SM V, 97.

27 Ivanov, Luka 2015, 220; Panaite 2015, 596; Panaite 2016, 159.

28 Madzarov 2009, 131—-184; Panaite 2015, 593; Petrovi¢ 2019, 260.
29 Panaite 2015, 596.

30 ISM 1, 321; V, 97.

31 ISM 1, 320; V, 223.

32 [SMV, 223.

33 HA, Maximus et Balbinus 16.

34 Bartels 2014, 234-237.
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Conclusions

The inscriptions of Istros and Ibida attest reparations of roads
and bridges. The last of them were destroyed very likely by external
enemies. It is difficult to say that there were the Carpi, but us not im-
probable. They attacked Moesia Inferior in 238 and it is not impossible
they have tried this shortly before. Moreover, the reconstruction ac-
tions achieved by Maximinus in Istros and Ibida are within a larger
process, attested by milestones in the province, that indicates a general
reparation of the main strategic objectives. One last thing is worth to
emphasize: all the milestones under Maximinus were found in north-
ern Lower Moesia (nowadays Dobruja, Romania). That indicates that
this side of the province was most affected after the external attacks.
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FIGURES

Fig. 1-1 Fig. 1-2 Fig. 1-3
Fig. 1, 1-3. The milestone from Ibida
(https://db.edcs.eu/epigr/bilder.php?s_language=en&bild=$1ScM-
05_00223_1.jpg;$IScM-05_00223_2.jpg; $IScM-05_00223_3.jpg)

Fig. 2. The milestone from Istros
(https://db.edcs.eu/epigr/bilder.php?s_language=en&bild=$1ScM-
01_00320.jpg)
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