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EPIGRAPHIC LATIN IN ROMANIAN STUDIES
IN POST-WAR PERIOD*

Roxana-Gabriela CURCA™
(“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi)

Keywords: Latin language, epigraphy, Romanian state of the art.

Abstract: This bibliographic research aims to consider the study of epi-
graphic Latin in Dacia and Moesia Inferior in Romanian exegesis. Several stages
of evolution of this type of research can be distinguished, from the initial phase of
publishing fundamental syntheses to the emergence of new specialized approaches,
in line with internationally updated methodologies.

Cuvinte-cheie: [imba latind, epigrafie, istoricul cercetdrii romdanesti.

Rezumat: Latina epigrafica in studiile romanesti din perioada
postbelica. Aceasta cercetare de natura bibliograficd isi propune sa ia in consi-
derare studiul latinei epigrafice din Dacia si Moesia Inferior in exegeza roma-
neasca. Se disting mai multe etape de evolutie a cercetarilor de acest tip, de la faza
initiald a publicarii sintezelor fundamentale la aparitia unor abordari specializate
noi, in concordanta cu metodologiile actualizate pe plan international.

Introduction

Our study is structured around a two-pronged approach: exa-
mination of the state of the art at the international level; outlining the
most significant Romanian comprehensive and sectorial studies from
the post-war period to the present day (underlying the significance of
the antebelic Romanian publications as a starting point). The purpose

* This work was supported by a grant of the Ministry of Education and Re-
search, CNCS — UEFISCDI, project number PN-IV-P1-PCE-2023-1560, within
PNCDIIV.Iam thankful to Prof. dr. Nelu Zugravu for recommending the idea of this
present research, for his thoughtful comments, and insightful remarks, and to our
colleague and friend, Dr. Florian Matei-Popescu, for the valuable suggestions and
observations on our present work.

“ roxanigabriela@yahoo.com
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of this paper is to inventory, without claiming to be exhaustive, the
most important research in Romanian exegesis on Latin grammar, as
evidenced by the epigraphic data (phonetic, morphological, syntactic,
and lexical domains)*. Studies focused on the Romanian bibliography
on the formation of the Romanian language will be addressed only tan-
gentially, in accordance with the objective of the present research.

International state of the art

Before presenting the state of research in Romania, it is worth
mentioning the state of the art at the international level for different
provinces of the Roman Empire. We selectively mention the analysis
of the Latin language’s features in the inscriptions from Aquitania2,
Africas, Britannia4, Gallias, Hispania®, Italia7, Pannonia8, oriental pro-
vinces?, offering a methodology for scholars to follow. J. N. Adams’s
well-known and ground-breaking works?°, including the most recent
studies on Latin loanwords to ancient Greek!!, and on language po-
licy*2, should also be mentioned in the context. In terms of research
projects, it is mandatory to emphasize the recent interdisciplinary pro-
ject LatinNow: Latinization of the North-Western Roman Provinces:

1 The exegesis on Roman onomastics was not taken into account in this re-
search, as it represents a separate subject of study.

2 K. Fodor, Changes of the Latin language in Aquitaine as reflected by the
inscriptions, AAntHung, 49, 2009, 39-50.

3 A. Saastamoinen, The Phraseology of Latin Building Inscriptions in Ro-
man North Africa, Helsinki, 2010.

4 S. Kiss, Tendances évolutives du latin tardif dans la Britannia romaine
(d’aprés les inscriptions), AAntHung, 49, 2009, 69-75.

5J. Pirson, La langue des inscriptions latines de la Gaule, Bruxelles, 1901.

6 A. J. Carnoy, Le latin d "Espagne d “aprés les inscriptions, Bruxelles, 1906.

7V.Vaidninen, Le latin vulgaire des inscriptions pompéiennes, Berlin, 1966.

8 B. Fehér, Pannonia latin nyelvtorténete, Budapest, 2007.

9 G. Galdi, Grammatica delle iscrizioni latine dell'impero (province orien-
tali). Morfosintassi nominale, Roma, 2004.

10 J. N. Adams, Bilingualism and the Latin Language, Cambridge, 2003;
idem, The Regional Diversification of Latin 200 BC-AD 600, Cambridge, 2007.

1 K. Dickey, Latin Loanwords in Ancient Greek. A Lexicon and Analysis,
Cambridge, 2023 (with the extensive and updated bibliography).

12 K. Bozia, Politics of language. Foreign nativeness and identity in the Ro-
man Empire, Bloomsbury Academic, London-New York-Oxford-New Delhi-Sydney,
2025 (with the extensive and updated bibliography).
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Sociolinguistics, Epigraphy, and Archaeology (https://latinnow.eu/),
based on digital tools?3.

Comprehensive studies

The first comprehensive Romanian study regarding the fea-
tures of the Latin language based on epigraphic evidences belongs to
P. Dragoiescu'4. Although this research has been criticized for its short-
comings, it represents the starting point for Romanian publications on
this topic.

After three decades, H. Mihaescu’s monograph from 1960 re-
presents the foundational work for the study of epigraphic Latin for
the provinces Dalmatia, Noricum, Pannonia Superior, Pannonia Infe-
rior, Moesia Superior, Moesia Inferior, and Dacia. The volume under-
takes approximately 20,300 inscriptions, conducting rigorous analysis
from a phonetic, morphological, syntactic, and lexical perspective?s.

The ground-breaking success of the 1960 monograph, as the au-
thor himself acknowledges, prompted H. Mihaescu to publish in 1978
a more detailed version in French, which proved to be a key contribu-
tion in the field6. The new title was the result of criticism of the title of

13 For the results of this project, see the publications: A. Mullen (ed.), Social
Factors in the Latinization of the Roman West, Oxford, 2023; A. Mullen and G.
Woudhuysen (eds.), Languages and Communities in the Late Roman and Post-Im-
perial Western Provinces, Oxford, 2023; A. Mullen and A. Willi (eds.), Latinization,
Local Languages and Literacies in the Roman West, Oxford, 2024.

14 P, Dragoiescu, Limba latind pe inscriptiile din Dacia Romand, Ramnicu
Valcea, 1931. See the review of C. Daicoviciu, Dacoromania, VII, 1933, 368-369.

15 H. Mihdescu, Limba latind in provinciile dundrene ale Imperiului Ro-
man, Bucuresti, 1960.

16 H. Mih&escu, La langue latine dans le sud-est de UEurope, Bucuresti-Pa-
ris, 1978, V: “Notre ouvrage «Limba latina in provinciile dundrene ale imperiului
roman» (La langue latine dans les provinces danubiennes de UEmpire romain),
Bucuresti, 1960, a suscité un vif intérét dans le monde scientifique; il a été commenté
dans 45 revues de 32 pays différents et au bout de quelques semaines il était épuisé.
Ce succes est di au fait qu’il s’agissait du premier ouvrage de synthése consacré a
une aire ou se sont entrecroisé de si nombreux courants de culture et ou le latin, en
dehors de deux langues romanes (I’ancien dalmate et le roumain), a laissé des traces
profondes dans les langues albanaise et grecque (byzantine et moderne), a influencé
les langues slovéne, serbo-croate et bulgare, a persisté enfin dans un grand nombre
de toponymes du sud-est de 'Europe”. The monograph was preceded by the research
Cateva observatii asupra limbii latine din provinciile dundrene ale imperiului ro-
man, Studii si Cercetdri de Lingvisticd, 10/1, 77-99 = Quelques remarques sur le
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the 1960 volume, as the provinces discussed included those outside the
Danube region (Achaia and Epirus, Macedonia, Dalmatia, Pannonia
Superior, Pannonia Inferior, Dacia, Moesia Superior, Thracia, Moesia
Inferior, Scythia Minor, Dacia). His research is structured around dis-
tinct sections (the diffusion of the Latin language in the aforementioned
provinces; phonetic, morphological, syntactic, and lexical aspects; se-
mantically classified vocabulary; influences exerted by other languages,
such as Greek, Germanic, and Celtic). An essential aspect addressed by
H. Mihaescu concerns the diachronic innovations that emerged within
the Latin language (1-6 centuries AD).

Another significant contribution to Romanian exegesis is the
monograph of S. Stati, on the inscriptions from Dacia and Scythia Mi-
nor, which follows a structural framework similar to that of H.
Mihaescu, but differentiates itself through a more nuanced and rigor-
ous linguistic analysis, offering deeper insights than its predecessor?7.

I. Fischer undertook an excellent study of Latin vocabulary in
the chapters devoted to Latin from the perspective of the history of the
Romanian language?8. Al. Rosetti’s work on the history of the Roma-
nian language is a reference for our subject, given that his epigraphic
argumentation is based on the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum?.

Discussing the concept of “Danubian Latin”, I. Fischer has al-
ways been aware that both territories must be taken into account in
this regard (the Latin from the north and, respectively, south of the
Lower Danube). This methodological precept was not pursued to the
fullest, even by I. Fischer, who tailored the term in his influential mo-
nograph=°. In this book, he states he was unable to address the South-
Danubian Latin, limiting his research to the North-Danubian part of
the Daco-Moesian Romanitas.

latin des provinces danubiennes de UEmpire romain, in Recueil d’Etudes romanes
publié a loccasion du IXe Congres international de linguistique romane a Lisabonne,
Bucuresti, 1959, 145-166.

17 8. Stati, Limba latind in inscriptiile din Dacia si Scythia Minor, Bucuresti,
1961.

18 Al. Rosetti (coord.), Istoria Limbii Romdane, I-11, Bucuresti, 1965, 1969.

19 Idem, Istoria Limbii Romane, 1, De la origini pana la inceputul secolului
al XVII-lea, Bucuresti, 1986.

20 I, Fischer, Latina dundareand. Introducere in istoria limbii romane, Bu-
curesti, 1985, preceded by the study Aspectul lingvistic al romanizdrii Daciei, Limba
Romana, 27/2, 1978, 189-191.



Epigraphic Latin in Romanian studies 47

In 2011, a significant study on the Latin language of Moesia In-
ferior was conducted (available in manuscript form)2t. This research
examines phonetic, morphological, and lexical phenomena, examples
based on a Supplementum Epigraphicum. The author highlights a
prevalence of phonetic transformations that have resulted in changes
to the morphological structures of both the nominal and verbal sys-
tems.

Focusing on the province of Moesia Inferior, it is worth to men-
tion the monograph by the author of this article, which also focuses on
the language of Greek and Latin inscriptions and aspects related to lin-
guistic interference and bilingualism=22. The Latin language from this
province exhibits similar or identical features with other areas of the
empire; notably, there are pan-Latin features, which the epigraphic
habit can explain=3.

The same conclusion — that is, not a process of local dialectali-
sation, but pan-Latin phenomena — was reached in 2014 by E. Beu-
Dachin in a thoroughly researched monograph, based on the analysis
of approximately 4500 inscriptions, on the language of inscriptions of
Roman Dacia24.

It is worth mentioning an extremely valuable working tool, an
exhaustive lexicon of the epigraphic Irxical treasure of Roman Dacia,
coordinated by a team of epigraphists from Cluj-Napoca, under the co-
ordination of I. Piso2s.

In the most recent synthesis of the history of the Romanian lan-
guage, two subchapters must be outlined, The historical context of the
Romanisation of the Daco-Moesian area and The Romanisation of

21 F]. Matei-Popescu, Limba inscriptiilor latine din provincia Moesia Infe-
rior, Bucuresti, 2011 (mss).

22 R.-G. Curca, Elenism si romanitate in Moesia Inferior: interferente etnice
st lingvistice, lasi, 2012.

23 R. MacMullen, The Epigrahic Habit in the Roman Empire, AJPh, 103,
1982, 233-246; G. Woolf, Monumental writing and the expansion of Roman society
in the early Empire, JRS, 86, 1996, 22-39.

24 E, Beu-Dachin, The Latin Language in the Inscriptions of Roman Dacia,
Cluj-Napoca, 2014. She has also published a partial study addressing the same topic
in 2012, Limba latind in inscriptiile din Dacia romand. Studiu lingvistic. Semnala-
rea unor neconcordante fata de limba latina standard, in V. Rus (ed.), Non omnis
moriar. Beatrici Tataru Monumentum in Aeternum, Targu-Lapus, 2012, 122-133.

25 I. Piso, R. Ardevan, C. Fenechiu, E. Beu-Dachin, St. Lalu, Lexicon Epigra-
phicum Daciae, Cluj-Napoca, 2016.
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Dobrogea, in which only the historical context of the linguistic Roma-
nisation of the north-eastern extremity of Moesia Inferior is presented.
The author of the chapter, A. C. Halichias, stresses that the issue of the
Latin spoken in the south-Danubian area must also be taken into con-
sideration26, the complexity of this topic is far from being covered
completely.

Starting from the need to study epigraphic Latin in the Moesian
territories in their entirety (Moesia Superior and Moesia Inferior), we
would like to highlight an ongoing project (2025-2027), Linguistic Ro-
manization in Moesia Superior and Moesia Inferior (1st-3rd centu-
ries AD). The main goal of the project is to ascertain the characteristics
of the linguistic romanisation in the provinces of Moesia Inferior and
Moesia Superior, starting from the historical context of the Roman ex-
pansion in the Moesian territories.

Sectorial studies

For the period between the 4th and 6th centuries AD, we have a
study by E. Popescu that discusses, with several examples from pho-
netics, morphology, syntax, and lexicography, certain Christian in-
scriptions from Scythia Minor27.

An interesting study based on epigraphic and literary material
from the first century AD of the Roman-Byzantine period was conduc-
ted by M. Alexianu on the linguistic situation in the province of Scythia
Minor28.

R.-G. Curca addressed the issue of Latin loanwords in ancient
Greek in Moesia Inferior in a study published in 2004 (an analysis of
approximately 40 loanwords divided into semantic fields and analyzed
in terms of their grammatical adaptation into Greek)29.

26 A, C. Halichias, A. Romanizarea, in M. Sala, L. Ionescu-Ruxandoiu (eds.),
Istoria Limbii Romane, 1, Bucuresti, 2018, 25-38, 54-64.

27 K. Popescu, Cateva consideratii cu privire la limba inscriptiilor crestine
din Scythia Minor in secolele IV- VI, in De la Dunare la Mare, Galati, 1977, 123-133.

28 M. Alexianu, La situation linguistique de la province romaine Scythie Mi-
neure. Repéres d'une recherche, in S. Santelia (ed.), Italia e Romania: Storia, Cul-
tura e Civilta a confronto. Atti del IV Convegno di Studi italo-romeno (Bari, 21-23
ottobre 2002), Bari, 2004 (Quaderni di ,,Invigilata Lucernis” 21), 145-156.

29 R.-G. Curca, Les latinismes dans les inscriptions grecques de la Scythie
Mineure, in ibidem, 247-251, research extended in eadem, Elenism si romanitate...,
164-169 (approximately 80 occurences of Latin loanwords).
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In the first study devoted to the Greco-Latin bilingualism in
Moesia Inferior, M. Alexianu analyzed the private bilingual inscriptions
from two Greek cities, highlighting: the importance of the order of the
languages; the equivalence between the two versions of the text; the
status of the individuals; the character of the audience the inscription
was intended for; types of stonecutters, etc.3°.

Although bilingual inscriptions constitute only a low percentage
of the overall epigraphic corpus from Moesia Inferior (15t-3'd centuries
AD), they warrant particular attention, as they attest to a genuine and
widespread linguistic phenomenon that is otherwise sparsely docu-
mented. The Greek-Latin and Latin-Greek equivalents, code-switching,
and stereotypical formulas are examined within the broader frame-
work of bilingualism in a dedicated study focusing on the historio-
graphical dimensions of bilingual inscriptions from the entire territory
of Moesia Inferior3:. In 2015, a study was published that undertakes
an analysis of Latin terms regarding the ideological discourse of power
present in Greek and bilingual inscriptions in Moesia Inferior, by bor-
rowing and linguistic calquesz2.

The military presence in a bilingual context was analyzed by L.
Birliba and R.-G. Curca in a paper published in 2018, focusing on pri-
vate inscriptions, erected by soldiers and veterans from Moesia Infe-
riorss.

It is also worth mentioning studies focused on Moesia Inferior
regarding code-switching as an expression of linguistic identity (e.g.,
the taxonomy of code-switching in tag-switching, intra-sentential and
inter-sentential, the extra-linguistic context)34; sermo castrensis (e.g.,

30 M. Alexianu, Les inscriptions bilingues privées de Tomi et de Histria, in
V. Cojocaru (ed.), Ethnic Contacts and Cultural Exchanges North and West of the
Black Sea from the Greek Colonization to the Ottoman Conquest, lasi, 2005, 305-312.

31 R.-G. Curca, The bilingual inscriptions of Moesia Inferior: the historio-
graphic framework, C&C, 6/1, 2011, 71-80, research extended in eadem, Elenism si
romanitate..., 141-152.

32 Eadem, La terminologia del potere nello spazio ellenofono della Mesia
Inferiore, C&C, 10, 2015, 129-136.

33 L. Birliba, R.-G. Curci, Military Presences in Bilingual Inscriptions from
Moesia Inferior, in S. Fink, M. Lang, M. Schretter (eds.), Mehrsprachigkeit. Vom
Alten Orient bis zum Esperanto, Miinster, 2018, 105-112.

34 R.-G. Curcd, Code-switching: expression forms of linguistic identity in
Moesia Inferior, in L. Mihailescu-Birliba (ed.), Limes, Economy and Society in the
Lower Danubian Provinces, Leuven, 2019, 11-18.
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analysis of the terms conveteranus, commanipularis, lixa, circitor, ca-
tafractarius, campidoctor)3s; the linguistic impact of the Roman
army36; cultural activity, and individual interactions in the socio-eco-
nomic circumstances of the province37; derivational suffixes applied to
female Roman names38; trilingualism39.

Regarding the vocabulary in Dacia, it is worth mentioning seve-
ral important recent studies published by C. Fenechiu on different to-
pics, such as the term numen, the lexicon of family or metals, and also
on the different ways to express the idea of ,writing” and ,reading” in
inscriptions (e.g. scribere, conscribere, describere, proscribere, sub-
scribere, scire, litteras scire)4°. E. Beu-Dachin has also paid particular
attention to the vocabulary in Dacia, discussing the concept of soldier
and analysing the terminology of the terms commanipulares, comma-
nipuli4.

35 Eadem, Sermo castrensis in Moesia Inferior, in L. Mihailescu-Birliba, W.
Spickermann (eds.), Roman Army and Local Society in the Limes Provinces of the
Roman Empire, Rahden/Westfalia, 2019, 85-93.

36 M. Alexianu, F. Matei-Popescu, The linguistic impact of the Roman Army
in the province of Moesia Inferior, in L. Mihailescu-Birliba, W. Spickermann (eds.), op.
cit., 63-84.

37 1. Dumitrache, R.-G. Curca, Inter-cultural and linguistic relations north
of the Danube, in R.-G. Curca, A. Rubel, R. Symonds, H.-U. Vo8 (eds.), Rome and
Barbaricum. Contributions to the archaeology and history of interaction in Euro-
pean protohistory, Oxford, 2020, 73-80.

38 R.-G. Curcd, Female Anthroponymy in Moesia Inferior: Derivational
Suffixes, in L. Mihailescu-Birliba, I. Piso (eds.), Romans and Natives in the Danu-
bian Provinces (ist-6th c. AD), Wiesbaden, 2023, 545-552.

39 M. Alexianu, Moesia Inferior: Trilingualism Premises and Indicators, in
ibidem, 531-544.

40 C. Fenechiu, La notion de numen dans les textes littéraires et épigraphiques,
Cluj-Napoca, 2008; eadem, The vocabulary of family in inscriptions from the cen-
tral part of Dacia Superior, in E. Beu-Dachin, R. Ardevan (eds.), Mensa Rotunda
Epigraphiae Dacicae Pannonicaeque, Cluj-Napoca, 2016, 133-140; eadem, The verbs
“to write” and “to read” in the inscriptions of Dacia, Acta Musei Napocensis, 56/1,
2019, 121-134; C. Fenechiu, St. Lalu, The vocabulary of metals in Latin inscriptions
from Dacia, ibidem, 51/1, 2014, 187-193.

41 E. Beu-Dachin, Commanipulares / commanipuli in Roman Dacia and the
fragmentary preserved forms. Terminology, Caiete ARA. Arhitecturd. Restaurare.
Arheologie, 2, 2011, 79-85; eadem, About the concept of soldier in the Latin inscrip-
tions from Dacia, in E. Beu-Dachin, R. Ardevan (eds.), op. cit., 211-220; eadem, The
vocabulary of the wax tablets from Alburnus Maior, in ibidem, 221-264; eadem,
Linguistic peculiarities in the Latin inscriptions of Potaissa (Dacia), ACD, LVI,
2020, 37-60.
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Conclusions

Compared to the numerous studies and articles dedicated to
epigraphy in Dacia and Moesia Inferior, studies on epigraphic Latin
have seen much less development. However, we outline several stages
in the evolution of this research: a) the initial stage represented by the
publication of P. Dragoiescu’s work; b) the fundamental syntheses of
H. Mihaescu, S. Stati, I. Fischer; ¢) monographic approaches dedicated
to a specific province; and d) the expansion of the parameters of ap-
proach, including entirely new issues, such as the study of bilingual
inscriptions and the presence of Latin loanwords in Greek inscriptions.
Recent research, which has enjoyed considerable international recog-
nition, has been developed in accordance with internationally updated
methodologies.
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