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ABSTRACT



In the turmoil of the nineteenth century, Europe experienced one of the most profound
political and identity reconfigurations in its history. Against the backdrop of the collapse of old
empires, the rise of national ideologies, and the emergence of modern states, European peoples
were engaged in a sustained effort to define their own identity and legitimize new forms of
political organization. In this continental dynamic, Romania gradually emerged as a sovereign
and modern state through a complex process of internal reforms, territorial unification, and
diplomatic assertion. A central element in this construction was the emergence of a professional
Romanian diplomacy, capable of supporting the country’s interests before the Great Powers and
skillfully managing international challenges. After the recognition of its state independence
following the war of 18771878, Romania entered a new phase of its foreign relations, marking
its presence in the capitals of Europe by sending plenipotentiary ministers, diplomatic agents,
and general consuls. Among them, a special place is held by Petre P. Mavrogheni, a personality
with a solid career in financial administration but also a diplomat by vocation, who between
1881 and 1887 represented Romania in Rome, Constantinople, and then Vienna. Far from
seeking notoriety, Mavrogheni was a man of balance and quiet but effective action, managing
some of the most sensitive dossiers of the time: the issue of navigation on the Danube, the
question of the autocephaly of the Romanian Orthodox Church, and the Romanian-Austro-
Hungarian tensions in the context of the customs war.

This doctoral thesis aims to bring back to the attention of historical research the
remarkable contribution of Petre P. Mavrogheni, a personality often overlooked or marginalized
in Romanian historiography, despite his decisive role in asserting and consolidating Romania’s
international position in the period following the proclamation of independence. Through a
contextual analysis of his political and diplomatic career, we will argue that Mavrogheni was
more than a state official — he was a skilled and influential diplomat whose activity deserves
not only recognition but also a critical reevaluation, in light of new research directions
concerning the diplomacy of the Old Kingdom.Considering the growing interest in recent years
in reconstructing the biographies of prominent nineteenth-century political figures!, there is an
increasing need for dedicated research into the vast and still insufficiently explored personality

of Petre P. Mavrogheni.

1 1 Reflectat in lucrari precum Personalitatea omului politic Dimitrie A. Sturdza (Mihaela Damean, 2012),
Ipostazele unei biografii politice — Manolache Costache Epureanu (2013) sau Viata si opiniile printului Grigore
Mihail Sturdza: 1821-1901 (2015) — ambele semnate de Simion-Alexandru Gavris,



The first comprehensive and well-documented study of the life and activity of Petre P.
Mavrogheni can be found in Theodore Blancard’s publication®, released in 1909, in two
volumes dedicated to the genealogy and history of the Mavrogheni family. Although this
contribution is marked by a strong emphasis on the genealogical and family lineage, it also
provides valuable information about Mavrogheni’s political and diplomatic career, outlining a
detailed portrait of him within the context of modern Romania. Besides presenting his descent
and family background, Blancard pays special attention to his activity within the Ministry of
Finance, highlighting the measures undertaken to restore the state treasury during the
conservative government led by Lascar Catargiu (1871-1875). The author emphasizes
Mavrogheni’s role in implementing balanced financial policies at a time of budgetary
instability, thus underlining his economic expertise. The study also briefly mentions Petre P.
Mavrogheni’s diplomatic career, during which he held the position of plenipotentiary minister
in Rome, Constantinople, and Vienna between 1881 and 1887. In this context, his active
involvement in the efforts that led to the recognition of the autocephaly of the Romanian
Orthodox Church by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople is noted, one of the most
sensitive and important achievements of Romanian diplomacy in that period.

During the interwar period, the activity of Petre P. Mavrogheni was brought back to
public attention through two important works explicitly dedicated to him. First is an article
authored by Ion Budu®, published in 1934 in the Revista Fundatiilor Regale (The Royal
Foundations Review), in which the author addresses Mavrogheni’s role and contribution to the
reorganization of Romania’s public finances in the second half of the 19th century, with an
emphasis on the period 1866—1875. The tone of the article is predominantly laudatory, and its
declared intention is to valorize the administrative legacy of a figure considered by the author
to be essential in the process of consolidating the modern Romanian state.

The second publication, released in 1939, is credited to the economist and statesman
Victor Slivescu?, it can undoubtedly be considered the most comprehensive and coherent
biography dedicated to Petre P. Mavrogheni, remaining to this day an essential contribution to
understanding his professional and political career. The biography thoroughly addresses his

financial activity, starting with projects developed during the reign of Grigore Alexandru Ghica

2 Theodore, Blancard, , Les Mavroyéni. Histoire d'Orient (de 1700 d nos jours), Volumul II, Editure Ernest Leroux,
Paris, 1909.

3 Joan Budu, Petre Mavrogheni, in ,,Revista Fundatiilor Regale”, An I, No. 4, 1 aprilie 1934, Bucuresti, Imprimeria
Fundatiilor Culturale Regale, p. 173 — 185.

4 Victor Slavescu, Viata si opera lui Petre Mavrogheni, Monitorul Oficial si Imprimeriile Statului, Bucuresti,
1939.



(1852—1856), continuing through the transitional period of the Principalities, and culminating
with the reforms promoted under the reign of Carol I, in the governments of 1866—1867 and
1871-1875. Due to the rigor of its documentation and its synthetic nature, Victor Slavescu’s
work remains the most complete biographical source on Petre P. Mavrogheni, despite its
laudatory tone and lack of critical distance in evaluating his personality. It should be noted,
however, that both of the aforementioned works make only brief references to Mavrogheni’s
diplomatic activity, limiting themselves to mentioning his appointments as plenipotentiary
minister in Rome, Constantinople, and Vienna. Neither lon Budu’s commemorative article nor
Victor Slavescu’s extensive biography provides a detailed analysis of the diplomatic missions
carried out between 1881 and 1887, leaving this segment of his career in the shadows. Thus,
paradoxically, the diplomatic dimension of Mavrogheni’s activity remains insufficiently
explored despite its evident importance for Romania’s foreign policy in the post-independence
period.

The next significant study addressing, in a more applied manner, the political but
especially the diplomatic activity of Petre P. Mavrogheni appeared only a century later, in 2007,
authored by the historian Filip Lucian Iorga®. The study analyzes the political and diplomatic
contributions of Mavrogheni in his capacity as plenipotentiary minister and extraordinary envoy
of Romania to the three European capitals where he was accredited — Rome, Constantinople,
and Vienna. Although the author provides an overview of Mavrogheni’s entire diplomatic
career, the main focus is on the period spent in Constantinople, considered both the most
dynamic and the most significant in terms of direct involvement in the major issues of
Romanian foreign policy. Filip Lucian lorga’s article represents, in this context, the first modern
attempt to reassess Mavrogheni’s diplomatic role, placing him among the important actors of
Romanian foreign policy in the post-independence era. The article thus opens a necessary line
of research, suggesting that this discreet but influential historical figure deserves much greater
attention from Romanian historiography, proportional to the high responsibilities and political
stakes of the positions he held in the service of the Romanian state. Finally, it is important to
highlight the contribution of historian Mihai Cojocariu® in his 2010 publication The Bison and
the Eagle: Studies on the Unification of the Principalities. In this work, Cojocariu dedicates a

separate chapter to Petre P. Mavrogheni, shedding light on a less familiar aspect of his role

3 Filip Lucian lorga, Petre Mavrogheni, diplomatul gentilom, in ,, Revista Institutului Diplomatic Roman”, An II,
No. I (IIT), Editura Academiei Roméane, Bucuresti, 2007, p. 154-166.

6 Mihai Cojocariu, Un candidat la tronul Moldovei (1856-1859). Petre P. Mavrogheni in Idem, Zimbrul si
Vulturul. Cercetari privitoare la Unirea Principatelor, Editura Universitatii Alexandru loan Cuza, Iasi, 2010.
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during the 1859 Unification. The author briefly examines Mavrogheni’s political involvement
and stance at this pivotal moment, emphasizing a rarely discussed dimension in conventional
historiography: Mavrogheni’s candidacy for the throne of the Romanian Principalities,
potentially rivaling Alexandru Ioan Cuza. This little-known episode offers fresh insights into
the political dynamics surrounding the dual election and helps construct a more nuanced
understanding of Mavrogheni as a political figure with ambitions during the early

In particular, our research is based on primary documents from the collections of the
Central National Historical Archives’ and the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs®,
Historical Archives and the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, especially the political
reports that Mavrogheni consistently sent to the authorities in Bucharest during his diplomatic
missions in Rome, Constantinople, and Vienna. These reports contain essential information
regarding international political developments, details about the internal political life of the host
countries, as well as the positions expressed by Mavrogheni on issues of strategic interest to the
Kingdom of Romania. Recurring themes include the navigation issue on the Danube, the
recognition of the autocephaly of the Romanian Orthodox Church, the Serbian-Bulgarian war,
the customs war between Romania and Austria-Hungary, as well as other diplomatic,
commercial, or religious matters, reflecting the active involvement of the diplomat in defending
and promoting national interests in the major European capitals. Of similar importance in the
present research is the series of Italian documents edited by Rudolf Dinu and Ion Bulei’, which
offer a valuable perspective on how Petre P. Mavrogheni was perceived by the Italian diplomats
accredited in Romania. These sources contribute to shaping his external image and
understanding the diplomatic context in which he operated. t the same time, the collection
Romanian Diplomatic Documents'’, volumes XI, XII, and XIII, represents an essential resource
for reconstructing Mavrogheni’s diplomatic activity, as it includes a significant portion of the
official correspondence conducted by him during his tenure as Minister Plenipotentiary in

Constantinople and Vienna. These volumes complement the perspective provided by the

7 ANIC, Fond Casa Regald — Miscelanee; ANIC, Fond Casa Regali- Oficiale.
8 Arhiva Ministerului Afacerilor Externe, Fond Arhiva Istoricd, Volumele 7, 178, 263, 303, 304, 366, 380, 383;
Fond Problema 71- Dosare Personale, Litera M, G; Fond Roma, Volumele 1, 30, 94, 183, 300; Fond
Constantinopol, Volumele 7, 96, 97, 269, 270, 271, ; Fond Problema 15, Volumul 1;

® 35 anni di relazioni italo-romene, 1879-1914. Documenti diplomatici italiani, A cura di Rudolf Dinu, Ion Bulei,
Editura Univers Enciclopedic, Bucuresti, 2001.

19 Documente diplomatice romdne, Seria 1, Volumul XI, 1883, editori Alin Ciupald, Rudolf Dinu, Antal Lukas,
Cuvant inainte de Mihai Razvan Ungureanu, Introducere de Rudolf Dinu, Editura Academiei, Bucuresti, 2006 ;
Documente diplomatice romane, Seria 1, Volumul XII, /1884-1885, editori Rudolf Dinu, Alin Ciupald, Antal
Lukascs, editori asociati Anca-Graziella Moga, Nicolae Nicolescu, Editura Conphys, Radmnicu Valcea, 2010;
Documente diplomatice romdne, Seria I, Volumul XIII, editori , Alin Ciupala, Antal Lukéscs, Lidia Trausan-
Matu, Monitorul Oficial R. A., Bucuresti, 2014.



archives, granting access to authentic documents that reflect the positions, concerns, and
diplomatic strategies of one of Romania’s prominent representatives on the international stage
in the second half of the 19th century.

In addition to documentary sources, the present research will also draw upon the press
of the time'!, an essential resource for understanding the public reception of Petre P.
Mavrogheni’s activity. Through the periodicals of the era, we will analyze the decisions and
actions he undertook in the political and financial spheres, as well as the ways in which these
were reflected, supported, or contested by the political elite, public opinion, and even by the
head of state.

A valuable source for analyzing Petre P. Mavrogheni’s legislative activity during his
tenure as Minister of Finance between 1871 and 1875 is the collection of documents edited by
Ioan M. Bujoreanu, gathered under the title Appendice la colectiunea de Legiuirile Romdniei
vechi si nuoi. Cate s-au promulgat de la 1 ianuarie anulu 1871 pdna la 1 ianuarie 1875 si in
continuatiune’?. This compilation provides easy access to the texts of laws and decrees adopted
during that period, allowing for a clear identification of the legislative initiatives promoted by
Mavrogheni in the fiscal, budgetary, and economic fields—at a crucial moment for the
stabilization of Romania’s public finances. Furthermore, to understand the political, economic,
and social context in which Petre P. Mavrogheni’s activity took place, as well as its impact on
the era, the memoirs and analytical writings of his contemporaries or close observers will prove
indispensable. In addition to primary sources and period writings, I will also draw upon a series
of secondary works that have proven particularly useful in clarifying certain decisions,
hesitations, or actions undertaken by Petre P. Mavrogheni, both in his capacity as Minister of
Finance and as Romania’s plenipotentiary minister and envoy extraordinary. These modern
historiographical contributions offer essential contextualizations, critical interpretations, and
comparative analyses that enrich the understanding of his political and diplomatic trajectory.

Without claiming to offer an exhaustive enumeration, I will highlight a few titles that
have had a significant influence on the present research, through their rigorous approach to the
defining events of the Romanian 19th century—a historical framework within which the

activity of Petre P. Mavrogheni took shape. In this regard, the works authored byGheorghe

It Adeverul” 1915, ,,Dimineata” 1915, ,,Monitorul Oficial” 1866, 1867, 1873; ,,Romanulu” 1866, 1867, 1874,
1880, 1881, 1882; ,,Trompeta Carpatilor” 1871, 1872. 1874, 1875; ,, Telegraful” 1885, , Federatiunea” 1871;
,,Epoca” 1887; ,,Vointa Nationald” 1887, ,,Viitorul” 1929; ,,Universul” 1887.

12 Joan M. Bujoreanu, Appendice la colectiunea de Legiuirile Romdniei vechi si nuoi. Céte s-au promulgat de la 1
ianuarie anulu 1871 pand la 1 ianuarie 1875 si in continuatiune’, Vol. 2, Noua Tipografie a Laboratoriloru
Romani, Bucuresti, 1875.



Cliveti'®, Adrian-Bogdan Ceobanu !4, Rudolf Dinu'’® si Dan Berindei'®, have proven especially
relevant, providing thorough analyses and valuable interpretations of the political and
diplomatic context in which Petre P. Mavrogheni was active. At the same time, it should be
emphasized that the importance of other specialized studies consulted throughout the course of
this research should in no way be diminished.

The present work, structured in five main chapters, successively addresses Petre P.
Mavrogheni’s origins, family background, education, marriage, political career, and, in
particular, his diplomatic activity as Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of
Romania in three major European capitals—Rome (1881-1882), Constantinople (1882—1885),
and Vienna (1885—-1887). A comprehensive understanding of Mavrogheni’s personality requires
an analysis of his activity closely linked to the dynamics of Romania’s domestic and foreign
policy, as well as within the broader context of the political and diplomatic transformations that
marked Europe in the second half of the 19th century.

The first chapter, entitled Aspects of the Biography of Petre P. Mavrogheni, aims to
outline a comprehensive portrait of the personal and family life of one of the prominent figures
of 19th-century Romania. It provides a detailed account of his aristocratic origins, his belonging
to the Mavrogheni and Sturdza families, and the impact these genealogical ties had on his social
status and formation within the elite circles of his time. The chapter analyzes family relations,
the education he received in an elitist environment, and the influence exerted by his relatives—
including figures such as Nicolae Mavrogheni, Mihail Sturdza, and Grigore Ghica—on the
trajectory of his career. Special attention is given to his two marriages: the first, to Elena Spiro-
Paul, which resulted in several children; and the second, to Olga Catargi, a prominent presence
at the Royal Court. The chapter also discusses his relationships with his descendants, especially
his son, Petre P. P. Mavrogheni, who continued the family's diplomatic tradition. In doing so,
the chapter lays the groundwork for understanding the social, familial, and educational context
in which Petre P. Mavrogheni’s personality was shaped.

In the second chapter, Petre P. Mavrogheni — Minister of Finance, we will examine his

13 Gheorghe Cliveti, Romdnia si crizele internationale (1853-1913), Editura Fundatiei ,, Axis”, lasi, 1997; Idem,
Romdnia si ,,aliantele germane” 1879-1914, Editura Junimea, lasi, 2015; Idem, Romdnia moderna si ,,apogeul
Europei” 1815-1914, Editura Academiei Romane, Bucuresti, 2018; Idem, Romdnia si Puterile Garante 1856-
1878, Editia a II-a, revizuita si mult adaugita, Editura Junimea, Iasi, 2020.

14 Adrian-Bogdan Ceobanu, Diplomati in Vechiul Regat. Familie, carierd si viatd sociald in timpul lui Carol I
(1878-1914), Editura Universitatii ,,Alexandru loan Cuza”, lasi, 2015.

15 Rudolf Dinu, Diplomatia Vechiului Regat 1878-1914. Studii, Editia a I1-a, addugita, Editura Cartier, Bucuresti,
2024.

16 Societatea romaneasca in vremea lui Carol I (1866-1876), Editia a 111-a revizuta si addugitd, Editura Cartex,
Bucuresti, 2016.



work in the financial sphere—one of the most substantial and influential aspects of his political
career. The chapter outlines the administrative positions he held between 1840 and 1852, as
well as his essential role in restoring the budget of the Principality of Moldavia during his tenure
as Minister of Finance. It discusses both the measures he implemented and the criticism these
decisions attracted, reflecting the tensions and complexity of the economic context of the time.
The political and financial framework of the 1859-1866 period will also be analyzed, when
Mavrogheni was even perceived as a potential candidate to the throne of the United
Principalities, along with his involvement in the administration of the national treasury during
his brief return to the Ministry of Finance (January—May 1861). Particular attention is given to
the transitional period from the reign of Alexandru Ioan Cuza to the arrival of Prince Carol I,
as well as to Mavrogheni’s role in Ion Ghica’s government, in which he was reappointed
Minister of Finance. The chapter examines his key proposals for economic recovery: the
establishment of the Liquidation Office (Casa de Lichidare), the negotiation of a foreign loan,
the imposition of new taxes and levies, and initiatives for institutional modernization—such as
reorganizing the ministry and adopting a monetary law. It will also focus on the internal and
external context of Romania in the early 1870s, marked by serious financial difficulties, and the
solutions proposed by Petre P. Mavrogheni during Lascar Catargiu’s government (1871-1873),
notably the loan secured by state domains and the introduction of a state monopoly on tobacco.
Finally, the chapter will present the circumstances surrounding his resignation as Minister and
the events that led to his summons to court, highlighting the complex interplay between public
office and political accountability during a time of profound transformation for the Romanian
state.

The third chapter, entitled Petre P. Mavrogheni: Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy
Extraordinary of Romania to Italy (1881-1882), offers a close examination of the diplomatic
activity carried out by Petre P. Mavrogheni during the period in which he represented Romania
in Rome—at a time when the country was consolidating its position as an independent state
within international relations. The text analyzes both the domestic political context that led to
his appointment and the reactions of the Romanian and Italian authorities to his designation.
The reserved nature of his mandate is highlighted, shaped by his fragile health and the climatic
conditions of the Peninsula. The chapter also explores the main directions of his activity: regular
reporting to Bucharest on Italy’s political, economic, and social developments, with particular
emphasis on the reforms promoted by Depretis and Magliani, the tensions between Italy and
France, the Danube question, bilateral commercial matters, and the management of the

Legation, including connections with the honorary consulates. The chapter concludes with his

10



transfer to Constantinople in 1882, and with the recognition and appreciation he received in
Italy, which culminated in his decoration with the Order of the Crown of Italy.

The fourth chapter, entitled Petre P. Mavrogheni: Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy
Extraordinary of Romania to Constantinople (1882—1885), provides a detailed analysis of Petre
P. Mavrogheni’s diplomatic activity during his mandate in Constantinople, a period marked by
the consolidation of Romanian—Ottoman relations following the proclamation of Romania's
independence. We will examine his actions aimed at strengthening ties between Romania and
the Ottoman Empire, drawing on both his political prestige and his Phanariot heritage, which
facilitated access to influential circles in the Ottoman capital. The chapter includes an in-depth
account of Mavrogheni’s involvement in regulating the navigation regime on the Danube, with
a focus on Romania’s position during the 1883 London Conference, when the country sought
to defend its riparian rights against attempts by Austria-Hungary to take control over fluvial
navigation. The chapter highlights the intense correspondence between Mavrogheni and
Foreign Minister D.A. Sturdza, as well as the constant reports sent by the Romanian diplomat
regarding the Ottoman Empire’s positions, the negotiations among the Great Powers, and the
diplomatic efforts undertaken to support Romanian interests. Additionally, the chapter
addresses the case of Apostol Margarit, inspector of Romanian schools in Macedonia, who was
arrested by Ottoman authorities in 1883. It analyzes Mavrogheni’s firm interventions for his
release, interpreted as a reaction to Hellenic pressures and intrigues in the Balkans, as well as
the broader diplomatic implications of the incident in the context of the precarious situation of
Romanian communities in the Balkan Peninsula.

The central theme of the chapter is the diplomatic struggle for the recognition of the
autocephaly of the Romanian Orthodox Church. We will reconstruct the historical and
ecclesiastical context of the relations between the Romanian Orthodox Church and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, presenting the stages through which the Romanian Church passed—
from traditional autonomy to the proclamation of autocephaly and, ultimately, to its official
recognition in 1885. The essential role played by Mavrogheni in the negotiations with Patriarch
Joachim III and later with Joachim IV will be analyzed, along with the internal difficulties and
tensions within the Ottoman Empire, as well as related aspects such as relations with Bulgaria,
Russian propaganda, and the region’s economic instability. The chapter will conclude with an
analysis of the key moment of the issuance of the Tomos of autocephaly on April 15, 1885,
which officially confirmed the ecclesiastical independence of Romania, and with a description
of the conclusion of Mavrogheni's diplomatic mission in Constantinople and his transfer to

Vienna, in the context of the successful completion of one of the most important objectives of
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Romanian diplomacy of the era.

The final chapter, titled Petre P. Mavrogheni: Plenipotentiary Minister and
Extraordinary Envoy of Romania to Vienna (1885—1887), aims to analyze the diplomatic
activity carried out by Mavrogheni within the Romanian Legation in the capital of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, in a tense international and regional context marked by deep political and
economic frictions between Romania and the Dual Monarchy. At the beginning of the chapter,
we will present the circumstances of his appointment as plenipotentiary minister, during a
particularly sensitive period for the geopolitical balance of the Balkans. This stage coincides
with the consolidation of the secret alliance between Romania and the Central Powers, as well
as with the outbreak of the Serbo-Bulgarian crisis, triggered by the unilateral unification of
Eastern Rumelia with the Principality of Bulgaria in the autumn of 1885. Special emphasis will
be placed on Mavrogheni’s role in monitoring and reporting to the government in Bucharest on
the developments of the Balkan crisis, particularly the military conflict between Serbia and
Bulgaria, as well as the proceedings of the Peace Conference held in Bucharest in the spring of
1886—although the Romanian diplomat did not take part directly in the conference. This
section will highlight his contribution to shaping Romania’s stance toward these regional
events, at a time when Romanian diplomacy had to navigate cautiously among multiple
conflicting interests. Another important dimension of his activity in Vienna was the
management of Romanian—Austro-Hungarian economic and trade relations, at a time when
bilateral dialogue had deeply deteriorated due to the failure to renew the 1875 customs
convention. This situation escalated into the so-called "customs war" (1886—-1893), a period of
mutual economic isolation with negative consequences felt by both sides. In this regard,
Mavrogheni’s actions were constrained by diplomatic limitations and the lack of consistent
political support from the liberal government led by Ion C. Bratianu.

His diplomatic activity in Vienna was, in fact, carried out under highly unfavorable
conditions, marked by his lack of information regarding the existence of the secret alliance
treaty with the Central Powers, signed in 1883. This significantly limited his capacity for action
and his understanding of the regional diplomatic game. Moreover, his relationship with the
government in Bucharest gradually deteriorated amid growing tensions between conservative
circles and the liberal cabinet. All these difficulties were compounded by the worsening of his
health, which progressively forced him to withdraw from public and diplomatic life. His death,
which occurred in April 1887, brought an end to a career marked by moments of prestige and
notable achievements, as well as by considerable obstacles, caused both by the international

and domestic political context and by personal factors. Thus, this chapter will offer an overview
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of his final diplomatic missions, summarizing the efforts, limitations, and legacy of one of the
most active representatives of Romanian foreign policy in the second half of the 19th century.

Therefore, the present work aims to reconstruct the trajectory of a 19th-century
diplomatic figure who has long remained in the shadow of historiographical neglect, despite his
essential contribution to the building of the modern Romanian state. This refers to an influential
actor on the political and diplomatic stage of his time, one who is little known to the
contemporary public, even though his involvement in key moments of Romanian history calls

for a careful and well-deserved reevaluation.
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