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DACTA DURING THE REIGN OF EMPEROR ELAGABALUS*

Eduard NEMETH™
(Babes-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca, Department of Ancient
History and Archaeology)

Keywords: Elagabalus, Roman Dacia, inscriptions from Apulum.

Abstract: The information about the province of Dacia during the time of
the emperor Elagabalus is extremely scarce, apart from one inscription (possibly
two inscriptions) we know nothing specific, not even the name of the governor of
the province between the years 218-222 appears in any preserved ancient literary
or epigraphical source.

Cuvinte-cheie: Elagabal, Dacia romand, inscriptii din Apulum.

Rezumat: Dacia in timpul domniei imparatului Elagabal. Infor-
matiile despre provincia Dacia in timpul impdratului Elagabal sunt extrem de pu-
tine, in afara unei inscriptii (posibil doud inscriptii) nu stim nimic specific, nici ma-
car numele guvernatorului provinciei dintre anii 218-222 nu apare in nicio sursa
antica literard sau epigrafica pdstrata.

The information that we have about the province of Dacia in
the relatively short reigning time of emperor Elagabalus (AD 218-222)
is quite scarce. We do not even know the name of the provincial gov-
ernor for this period. The predecessor of this to us unknown governor
was Marcius Claudius Agrippa, who had been instated by Macrinus
and only lasted as governor till the death of this emperor’s short-lived
reign (April 217-June 218).* After the (presumably one) unknown gov-
ernor that has been instated by Elagabalus we have Ti. Iulius Pollienus

“ This article represents a paper presented at the Symposium Internationale
«Varius Antoninus Tiberinus». Millesimo octingentesimo anno a nece Marci Aurelii An-
tonini (Heliogabali) (in civitate Iassiensi, IV Kal. Decembris A.D. MMXXII). Interna-
tional Symposium «Varius Antoninus Tiberinus». 1800 years since the murder of Mar-
cus Aurelius Antoninus (Elagabalus) (Iasi, November 28th, 2022).

“ eddienemeth@yahoo.com

1 Piso 1993, 182-186, nr. 40; Nemeth 2007, 47, nr. 19.
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Auspex as the probably first governor sent by Severus Alexander (gov-
erned around 222-225).2 There is a possibility that Marcus Veracilius
Verus might have been this unknown governor. His name is only
known from one inscription found in Gherla,3 where there was the fort
of the ala IT Gallorum et Pannoniorum.4 1. Piso dates the governorship
of Veracilius Severus hypothetically either in the second half of Com-
modus’ reign or after 218 (although he prefers the reigns of Severus
Alexander or Gordianus III).5

As what the other epigraphical sources are concerned, we have
only one inscription that can be dated with certainty in the reign of
Elagabalus.® The inscription has been found in Apulum, during exca-
vations at the porta principalis dextra of the legionary fortress belon-
ging to the legio XIII Gemina” and reads:

[Imp(eratori) Caes(ari)] M(arco) Alur]el(io) [[[Anto]]]/[[[nino]] Pio]
Fel(ici) Aug(usto) pon[t(ifici)] / [max(imo) t]rib(unicia) pot(estate) IT
co(m)s(uli) [II? p(atri) p(atriae)] / [procJo(m)s(uli) divi Antoninfi
fGlio)] / [divi S]everi nepoti [---] / [leg(ionis) X]III g(eminae) [[[Anto-
ninianae]]] / [------

There is a possibility that another fragmented inscription,
found at the same spot as the one above, was initially part of this one.8
It contains a list of names of petty officers from the legion mentioned
above, who might have participated to the dedication to Elagabalus:

—————— ]/ Ulp(ius) [---] / [------ // ------] / Clau(dius) [---] / be(neficiar-
us) tr<i=T>b(uni) Pul[l(ius)? ---] / Aufr(elius) ---] / [------ 1/ [------ 1/
READSB[---] / Clau(dius) Flor[us ---] / str(ator) leg(ati) Ter(tius)
Tust[---] / Aur(elius) Secc[---] / spec(u)la(tor) Stat(ius) Alex[ander ---
] / tu<b=R>(icen) Aur(elius) Licin[ius] / ofi}p(tio) fab(ricae?)
co(n)s(ularis) Aeli(us) Proc[---] / Aur(elius) Val[---] / str(ator) leg(ati)
Aeli(us) Ma[---] / Aur(elius) Pri[---] / c(ustos) a(rmorum) Ulp(ius)
Bu[---] / imm(unis) Pere(---) M[---] / Aeli(us) Cl[---] / tess(erarius)

2 Piso 1993, 186-192, nr. 41.

3 CIL 111, 832: Herculi sancto / Marc(us) Veraciliu[s] / Verus leg(atus) Au-
g(usti) / pro p(raetore) curant(e) / Pannon(io) Maxi[mo] / pr(a)e[f(ecto)] eq[ui-
tum]

4 For the fort see Protase et al. 2008.

5 Piso 1993, 207-208, nr. 47.

6 AE 2007, 1197 (Apulum).

7 Moga, Drambarean 2007, 178-179, nr.2.

8 AE 2007, 1198.
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Lab(erius) S[---] / b(ene)f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis) Helv(ius) u(?)[---] /
[---] co(n)s(ularis) Aur(elius) V[---] / [---In(---) T[---] / [---]m(---)(?)
[---1/ [------ /) - ]/ [Ul?]p(ius?) Bassinus dup(liarius) / [---] Vale-
rianus dup(licarius) / [---] Florus dup(licarius) / [------ /) - 1/ [---
JI(?)nus / [--- Mo]destus / [--- V]alerianus dup(licarius) COI(?)/ [---
Jato dup(licarius) / [--- GJenialis dup(licarius) / [---] Valentinus
dup(licarius) / [---]Jer(?) / [------ /) - 1/ [---] Val<en?=IV>[s? ---] /
[---] Ingenu[us ---] / [---] Maxim[us? ---] / [---] <I=L>ucund[us ---] /
[---] Iul(ius) Aelian[us ---] / [---] Te<r?=I>(tius?) Marti[---] / [------ //
------ 1/ [~I()an[-~] / [~ // ~==1 / [~ d?Jup(larius?) [](?) /
[~/ -1/ [~] Pu[] / [~] Licin[i~] / [~

If the two inscriptions indeed belong together, then we might
have here one of the collective dedications from members of military
units (especially legions) as a sign of loyalty to the respective emperors.
A similar inscription has been erected by centurions of the legio V Ma-
cedonica in Potaissa as a sign of loyalty to the emperor Caracalla, prob-
ably on the occasion of his visit to Dacia (among other Danube prov-
inces) in the year AD 214.9 Sorin Nemeti connects the inscription from
Apulum and several other epigraphs collectively dedicated by military
units to emperors with the practices of vota annua pro salute impera-
toris or with the vota extraordinaria, the latter being held on the oc-
casions when the emperor was about to start a major military expedi-
tion.0

Unfortunately, we have no further information connected to
Dacia during Elagabalus’ time, which was — to be fair — quite a short
reigning time.
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