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SUMMARY 

 

        The religious policy implemented in Russia by the bolshevik regime after 1917 constituted 

the basic model to follow for the east-european countries after the end of the Second World War. 

The ,,Soviet Model” was exported for the first time outside of the USSR in 1940, when the soviets 

occupied Lithuania. Here, the soviets tried to apply to the local Roman-Catholic Church the same 

measures the Lenin cabinet put upon to the Russian Orthodox Church in 1918. Simply put, the 

soviet occupiers in Lithuania wanted to control the local Roman Catholic Church trough the 

cooptation of the simple priests. This ,,model” was to be used after the Second World War in 

countries like Poland, Hungary or Czechoslovakia – places with roman-catholic ,,majorities”. 

      From the perspective of the new communist authorities in Eastern Europe, the most important 

challenge put by the local Catholic Churches was their administrative and spiritual conection with 

the Vatican. In order to distance the local churches from the authority of the Holly See, Stalin 

created a frame in wich the civil authorities will trie to ,,nationalize” the Catholic Churches. In 

facing these challenge, the roman catholic hierarchy from Eastern Europe adopted two major 

directions. On the one hand, hungarian cardinal Mindszenty practiced an open rezistance against 

the communist authorities who wanted to fully control the eccleziastic life. On the oher hand, 

Stefan Wyszynski, the primate of Poland, choose the path of collaboration with the local polish 

communist authorities. However, the local communist regimes in the region implemented 

measures wich regarded the confiscation of church land property, the detaining of members from 

the catholic hierarchy, the arrest of simple priests and faithfull, the ban on the acticity of monastical 

catholic orders etc. 

      In Romania, the communist regime acted in similar way. The distinct element in this scenario 

is the increased violence with wich the new authorities acted. The first step was the brutal demise 

of the historical Greek Catholic Church in 1948. After that, following closely the directions edicted 

by Stalin durind the Kominform`s meeting in Karlsbad (1948), the Romanian communists tried to 

,,nationalize” the local Roman Catholic Church using the larger propagandistic campaign of the 

,,Fight for Peace”. At the same time, the authorities arrested the major bishops of the church. In 

1949 for instance, there was no hierarchy left. All the bishops were in jail or put aside from public 

life. 
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     The regime tried to take advantage of this gap by recruting simple priests. But the pope from 

Rome counterbalanced these measures trough the appointing of the so-called Substitute Ordinaries 

at the helm of the dioceses while the bishops were in prison. Slowly, the planes of the communist 

leaders to create a ,,National” Catholic Church were dismantled. So they put together a new 

approach. Using the institutional chanel, the regime abolished the five roman catholic dioceses 

existent in Romania. They created afterwards only two main so-called dioceses: Alba-Iulia, for the 

Hungarian ethnic faithfull; and the Archdiocese of Bucharest-Iaşi, for the Romanian ethnic 

faithfull. Of course, at the leadership of the latter was appointed a collaborationist cleric. Moreover, 

the salary from the state to the roman-catholic clerics was conditioned. The pay was granted only 

to those clerics who favoured the communist political agenda. Those who protested were put 

immediatly in jail. 

 After the cannonical takeover of the Diocese of Iaşi, bishop Anton Durcovici began a 

ecclesiasticall ,,tour” in Modavia, visitind each parish in the bishopric. In doing so, he issued a 

discourse who put his faithfull in deep concern regardind the practice of religion under the 

communist regime. The same message was delivered in the ecclesiastical territory of the 

Archdiocese of Bucharest. The institution was put by pope Pius XII under the cannonical authority 

of Durcovici in 1949. The whole approach of bishop Durcovici was punnished by the political 

authorities. In the summer of 1949, while preparing for sermon in Popeşti-Leordeni, near the 

capital city of Romania, bishop of Iaşi Anton Durcovici was arrested by the Securitate.  

        As a consequence, the majority of the catholics from the villages of Moldavia were caught in 

clashes with the civil authorities between 1948-1949. The rookie Securitate agents tried to held in 

custody the catholic priests. In response, the authorities faced a fierce resistance from the villagers 

from the Bacău-Roman area. The lack of training of the troops and adding the low presence in 

Moldavia of the party-state officials led to the succes of the villagers in bouncing back the effort 

of the Securitate. The most intense clashes were located in places like Cleja, Valea Seacă, Butea 

and Fărăoani. 

      The resistance wave of moldavian catholics was becalmed by the political authorities in 1949 

with the arrest of Anton Bişoc OFM Conv., the leader of the franciscans in the region. At the helm 

of the diocese was put again cleric Marcu Glaser, as Apostolic Administrator. Following his death, 

the leadership of the bisopric was taken by the notable substitutes ordinaries Gheorghe Petz and 
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Wilhelm Clofanda. These three clerics did their best to mantain a resistance in relation with the 

new juridical demands of the regime regardind the religious life. But this came with a great human 

cost. Glaser died in 1950, while Petz and Colfanda were both arrested in 1950. Moreover, the 

party-state detained numrous simple priests and faitfull. 

        At the beginning of 1951, the situation of the Diocese of Iaşi was very delicate. The 

canonnical leaders were put in jail, the franciscans were totally unsure of their fate and a lot of 

parishes had no priest. The extended pressure of the regime showed concrete results. After the 

arrest of Wilhelm Clofanda, the next substitute ordinary in line was priest Petru Pleşca, who took 

his job in march of 1951. The context was totally changed. The catholics in Moldavia were no 

position of showing resistance. Since his appointing, Pleşca was soon summoned to the Securitate 

regional Office of Bacău. Pleşca was the only substitute ordinary recognized by the communist 

state. This illustrates the willing of Pleşca to work with the civil autthorities; notwithstanding the 

fact that Pleşca was earlier described as a ,,resistent” priest. In 1952, Pleşca inaugurated his official 

relationship with the Securitate. His alias name was ,,Victor Poenaru”. An ambigous trajectory 

shaped by adherence and opposition towards the Securitate defined the career of cleric Petru 

Pleşca.  

          The substitute ordinary of Iaşi accepted the merge of his diocese with the Archdiocese of 

Bucureşti in 1951. Pleşca became the Provica general of the new eccleasiastic institution. 

Informally though he retained his ussual authority over the ecclesiatical roman-catholic teritorry 

of Iaşi. From that position he supported all the major campaignes of the Gheorghiu-Dej regime: 

the collectivization of agriculture: the fight for peace etc. Also, the collaboration with the 

communist state proved sometimes to be in the interest of the Iaşi catholic bishopric, such as the 

reestablishment of Iaşi Roman-Catholic Seminar in 1956.  

          After the participation of Petru Pleşca at the Second Vatican Council in december 1965, the 

priest from Moldavia was consacrated by Pope Paul VI with the ecclesiastical dignity of Titular 

Bishop of Voli. This was definetly a personal title. He was not appointed bishop of Iaşi. However, 

the authorities back in Bucharest evaluated the step taken pope Paul VI as a major developement. 

The Religious Cults Department didn`t recognise the new hierarchical status of Pleşca. The latter 

descended in the following years into a authoritative path. Pleşca created a profound toxic medium 

of work within the Iaşi catholic diocese. As a result, both the moldavian catholic priests and the 

Securitate wanted to get rid of him. A chance was there in 1968, when Pleşca was supposed to part 
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take in the first Sinod of Bishops at the Vatican. At the same time, the romanian authorities sent to 

Rome a moldavian priest sanctioned drastically by Pleşca. By the name of Iosif Andrici, the cleric 

wanted to resolve his situation by telling to the Holly See relevant authorities about Pleşca`s 

behavior. This operation was closely monitored by the Securitate. Despite Vatican`s 

disenchantement with Pleşca, the cleric retained his positions as substitute ordinary of Iaşi and of 

titular bishop of Voli.  

         The Securitate tried once again to discredite Petru Pleşca at the beginning of the 1970`s. The 

agents carefully rounded a majority of 80 priests (from a total of approximately 100 priests), leaded 

by notable cleric Gaspar Bachmeier, in order to sign and send to the authorities a ,,Memorandum” 

in wich the clerics wanted Pleşca ousted as a consequence of his vulcanic behavior. At first, the 

operation proved some effects. The titular bishop of Voli was banned from entering the city of Iaşi. 

His work in the diocese was to be verified closely by the officials of the Religious Cults 

Departament in Bucharest. However, the step took by the catholic priests in Moldavia didn`t 

achieve to oust Petru Pleşca from his seat. He remained substitute ordinary of Iaşi until his death 

in 1977. Altough recruted by the communist regime, Pleşca behaved as a ,,power broker” in 

romanian roman-catholic realm, trying to overshadow the towering figure of bishop of Alba Iulia 

Márton Áron. Locally, he maintained a toxic work environment with his subordinates. As a 

consequence, the regime and the moldavian catholic clerics wanted him stripped of his duties. But 

the larger diplomatic context between communist Romania and the Vatican prevented this. The 

pope could make officials appointments in the country only in the conditions of an official 

diplomatic agreement between the two parties. It wasn`t the case for communist Romania.  
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