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Abstract 

 

The monarchy had a leading role in the modernization and Europeanization of the 

Romanian state in the second half of the 19th century. The analysis of court life is all the more 

interesting for the reign of the first king of Romania, because we are faced with several stages 

in terms of the organization of this structure, dealing with numerous transformations and 

modifications. We consider the years 1866-1878 a period of transition in which the princely 

court was not completely reorganized, and reminiscences of the old reign can also be observed. 

The changes in the organization of life at court took place both for personal reasons, such as the 

marriage of Prince Carol with Princess Elisabeta or the establishment of Prince Ferdinand in 

Romania, but they must be observed in close connection with the position gained by Romania 

among European monarchies, with the recognition independence, and later, with the elevation 

of the state to the rank of a kingdom. After 1878, court life took on a new lease of life, diplomatic 

agencies were elevated to legation status, visits by foreign princes and monarchs were 

increasingly numerous, and diplomatic and worldly events multiplied considerably. 

If in the first years of his reign, Prince Carol I of Hohenzollern preferred not to reorganize 

his court, but for a short period of time allowed the old princely court of Alexandru Ioan Cuza 

to function, later, after gaining independence and the elevation of Romania to the rank of 

kingdom, the court of Carol I was completely reorganized, and in the service of the Romanian 

sovereign we will find the most important military. This aspect was also noted by Princess 

Maria, who, with her establishment in Romania, signaled the fact that during the reign of Carol 

I, the Royal House was mostly military. Indeed, not only were King Carol' aides-de-camp 

military, but many of the court marshals were also career soldiers. In this regard, we have in 

mind George Filipescu, Victor Crețeanu, Mihail Priboianu and Leon Mavrocordat. 

The theme of this paper is the life at court during the period of the prince, and then of 

King Carol I. The impetus that set this historical research in motion was the relatively small 

number of works from Romanian historiography that present the organization of the court, the 

changes that they occurred with the gaining of independence, but especially with the elevation 

of the state to the rank of kingdom, but also the incidents that inevitably took place at court. 

Even the visits made by foreign princes and monarchs to the Romanian court during the reign 

of Carol I did not enjoy much interest from historians, they were treated strictly as events, 

without taking into account the diplomatic implications of these visits. If the historians Claudiu-
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Lucian Topor wrote about Vizita țarului Nicolae al II-lea la Constanța (1914). Ecouri în presa 

europeană1, Daniel Crețu and Radu Racovițan, Vizita ţarului Nicolae al II-lea la Constanţa (14 

iunie 1914), reflectată în presa Puterilor Centrale2, as well as Eugen-Tudor Sclifos, Vizita 

familiei imperiale ruse la Constanța. 1/14 iunie 1914. Reacții și atitudini în presa românească 

și cea străină3, the visit of Archduke Karl-Ludwing (September 1888), the visit of the Crown 

Prince of Italy, Victor Emmanuel, which took place in March 1890, but also the visit of King 

Alexander I of Serbia (September 1896) were not analyzed at all by historians. It should be 

noted that the visit of the Serbian sovereign to Bucharest took place only a few days after the 

visit of Emperor Franz Joseph, by which it was somewhat overshadowed. Moreover, even the 

visit of Emperor Franz Joseph to Romania did not arouse too much interest among historians. 

Maria Ioniță wrote about this event, Secvențe dintr-o vizită oficială la Peleș a împăratului Franz 

Josef I4, while Antal Lukács, in Raportul politic al arhiducelui Rudolf de Habsburg asupra 

călătoriei sale în Orientul european (Imperiul Otoman, Principatul Bulgariei, România și 

Serbia) din anul 18845, treated Archduke Rudolf of Habsburg's travels in Romania, Bulgaria, 

Serbia and the Ottoman Empire. Dorina Tomescu and Alexandru-Nicolae Tomescu also wrote 

about the visits of foreign princes and monarchs to Romania, Principi şi monarhi străini în 

vizită la curtea regelui Carol I6.  

On the other hand, certain topics addressed in the present work were very well presented 

by historians, among them are the two balls organized at the court during the reign of Carol I. 

A notable contribution was made by the historian Alexandru Istrate, who has a very well 

elaborated study on the etiquette and protocol of the balls organized at the palace during the 

reign of Carol I7. As for life at court, the contribution of Mădălina Nițelea is also important, 

                                                             
1 Claudiu-Lucian Topor, Vizita țarului Nicolae al II-lea la Constanța (1914). Ecouri în presa europeană, în 

„Anuarul Institutului de Istorie A. D. Xenopol”, tomul XLVI, 2009, p. 347-352. 
2 Daniel Crețu, Radu Racovițan, Vizita țarului Nicolae al II-lea la Constanța (14 iunie 1914), reflectată în presa 

Puterilor Centrale, în „Transilvania”, nr. 11- 12, 2017, 120-129. 
3 Eugen-Tudor Sclifos, Vizita familiei imperiale ruse la Constanța. 1/14 iunie 1914. Reacții și atitudini în presa 

românească și cea străină, în „Revista de Istorie a Moldovei”, nr. 2, 2015, p. 115-122. 
4 Maria Ioniţă, Secvențe dintr-o vizită oficială la Peleș a împăratului Franz Josef I, în „Muzeul Național de 

Istorie a României”, tom XIV, București, 2002, p. 239-245. 
5 Antal Lukács, Raportul politic al arhiducelui Rudolf de Habsburg asupra călătoriei sale în Orientul european 

(Imperiul Otoman, Principatul Bulgariei, România și Serbia) din anul 1884, în „Caiete diplomatice”, anul I, nr.1, 

2013, p. 60-89. 
6 Dorina Tomescu, Alexandru-Nicolae Tomescu,  Principi şi monarhi străini în vizită la curtea regelui Carol I , 

în „Acta Moldaviae Meridionalis” , XXII-XXIV, vol. I, 2001-2003, p.302-307.  
7 Alexandru Istrate, Etichetă și protocol la balurile Curții regelui Carol I, în  Diplomați, societate și mondenități. 

Sfârșit de „Belle Époque” în lumea românească,  Claudiu-Lucian Topor, Alexandru Istrate, Daniel Cain (editori), 

Editura Universității „Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, Iași, 2015, p. 65-79. 
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who, in the work Ceremonialul la Curtea lui Carol I de Hohenzollern (1866-1914) 8, tries to 

outline an image of official life at court during the period of the prince and then the king Carol. 

In the second chapter, the author presents the reception solemnities at the court of Carol I. In 

the first phase, she considers the reception given to Ferdinand and Maria in Romania, but also 

the ceremonies that followed the establishment of the young heir couple in Romania. Then, it 

presents the visit of Emperor Franz Joseph, which took place between 16/28-18/30 September 

1896, and of the Crown Prince of Germany, Frederic Wilhelm de Hohenzollern, from April 

1909. The approach to these visits, however, stops at the analysis of the worldly framework; 

the author does not try a political-diplomatic approach. Moreover, the sources on which his 

work is based would not help him in this sense, they being constituted, in particular, from 

memoirs and passages from the press of the time, not having consulted the reports of foreign 

diplomats accredited in the capital of Romania or of Romanian diplomats, but neither other 

unpublished documents. The author also dedicated an article about the receptions at the court 

of Carol I of Hohenzollern9. Interesting information about the organization of the court during 

the reign of Carol I comes from the work of Tudor Vișan-Miu, Mareșalii Palatului. Demnitari 

ai Curții regilor României 1866-194710. He pencils the portraits of the marshals, who were at 

the head of the court of Carol I and, at the same time, presents the skills and qualities that the 

person who was chosen by the Romanian sovereign to occupy this dignity had to possess. 

Likewise, references to the activities at the Romanian court, even if lacunar, also come 

from the biographies of King Carol and Queen Elizabeth. In this sense, we recall the work of 

George Bengescu, Din viața Majestății Sale Elisabeta – Regina României11, of Gabriel Badea-

Păun, Carmen Sylva - uimitoarea regină a României12, but also that of Silvia Irina 

Zimmermann, Carmen Sylva. Regina Poetă. Literatură în serviciul coroanei13. Information 

about the atmosphere at the court of the first king of Romania comes from the biography 

                                                             
8 Mădălina Nițelea, Ceremonialul la Curtea regelui Carol I de Hohenzollern (1866-1914), Muzeul Național 

Cotroceni, București, 2009, p. 26-45. 
9 Mădălina Niţelea, Solemnității de primire la Curtea lui Carol I, în „București. Materiale de istorie şi 

muzeologie”, tom  XX, 2006, p. 246-254. 
10Tudor Vișan-Miu, Mareșalii palatului. Demnitari ai Curții regilor României 1866-1947, cuvânt însoțitor de 

Andrew Popper, prefață de Andrei Florin Sora, Editura Corint, București, 2022.  
11 George Bengescu, Din viaţa Majestăţii Sale Elisabeta-Regina României, Editura Librăriei Socec, București, 

1906.  
12 Gabriel-Badea Păun, Carmen Sylva-uimitoarea regină a României, 1843-1916, traducere din franceză de Irina-

Margareta Nistor, Editura Humanitas, București, 2003.  
13 Silvia Irina Zimmermann, Carmen Sylva. Regina Poetă. Literatură în serviciul coroanei, cu o prefață de Alteța 

Sa Regală Principele Radu al României, traducere din limba germană de Monica Livia Grigore, ilustrații din 

Arhiva Princiară de Wied și din colecția particulară a autoarei, Editura Allfa, București,  2013.  
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dedicated by Paul Lindenberg to the Romanian sovereign, Regele Carol I al României14. Ion 

Bulei's work, A Hohenzollern in Romania, Un Hohenzollern în România: Carol I15. The author 

analyzes, in a chapter of the aforementioned work, the visit of Tsar Nicholas II to Constanța. 

The most important sources without which our approach would not have been possible 

are the documents from the Central National Historical Archives, from the "Casa Regală-

Officiale" fund. It should be noted that the documents in this fund are divided into several 

categories, depending on their nature. Therefore, we have Cabinet documents (with two groups 

of issues: internal and external), documents regarding the Private Secretariat, the Marshal's 

Office, the Palace Prefecture, the Military House and the Administration. For our research, the 

documents from the Marshal's office are of greater interest. It includes information regarding 

the visits of foreign princes and monarchs to the court of Romania, the organization of various 

events that took place at the court such as: receptions, balls, evenings and hunts. Equally 

important are the information regarding the court staff, which can also be found in this category. 

The "Casa Regală. Oficiale" fund is indispensable for the analysis of the ceremonies that took 

place at the princely and later royal court. This is a very well organized and consistent fund, 

containing documents about the economic, political, social and cultural life of the period of 

Carol I. As types of documents we list: diplomatic reports, letters, information notes, requests 

and lists of audiences, correspondence related to official visits, decrees of appointment to office, 

accounting documents.  

One of the files from the "Casa Regală. Oficiale" fund, file no. 18/1896, contains 

information about the visit of the Emperor of Austria-Hungary to Romania. It shows the 

program of Franz Joseph's reception and the composition of the emperor's suite. It also presents, 

in detail, the ceremonial that was to be observed on the occasion of the three days spent by the 

emperor and his suite in Bucharest and Sinaia. We also have files related to the events that were 

organized at the court of Carol and Elizabeth. File no. 23 from the same fund contains the list 

of persons invited to the royal hunts, while file no. 36/1909 contains the addresses, lists of 

names, residences and marital status of the higher officials of the ministries in order to draw up 

the invitations to the palace ball. File no. 25/1908 gives us information about the ball that took 

place on January 15/28 at the United States Legation, which was also attended by the heiress 

couple of Romania.  

                                                             
14 Paul Lindenberg, Regele Carol al României, traducere din germană de Ion Nastasia, Editura Humanitas, 

București, 2010. 
15 Ion Bulei, Un Hohenzollern în România: Carol I, Editura Meteor Press, București, 2018, p. 159-173. 
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In addition to the official archive funds, we also find information on court life in the 

"Regele Carol I-Personale" fund. It includes the correspondence of the Romanian sovereign 

with members of the House of Hohenzollern, with Queen Victoria, with King Edward VII, with 

George V, with Leopold II, King of Belgium, with members of the Habsburg family, with 

Alexander Battenberg, the prince of Bulgaria, with Ferdinand I of Bulgaria, etc. At the same 

time, we find letters by which European monarchs notify certain events such as: ascensions to 

the throne, births, engagements, marriages, deaths and mourning. Also contains congratulatory 

letters exchanged between sovereigns on birthdays or various anniversaries. The most important 

for our topic are the letters through which foreign sovereigns announced their intention to visit 

Romania and the letters that followed their visit to the princely and then royal court. In this 

regard, on May 30, 1896, Emperor Franz Joseph sent a letter to Carol I inviting him "so that by 

his presence he may increase the joy" of the inauguration of the waterway at the Porțile de 

Fier16. For his part, on 2/14 June 1896, the king sent a letter through which he accepted the 

invitation of the Austro-Hungarian sovereign17.  

Of great importance for our research was also the personal fund "Regina Elisabeta". It 

includes a significant number of letters exchanged between Elisabeta and the court staff, we 

have in mind: the private secretary of the queen, Robert Scheffer, the members of the Văcărescu 

family, the maid of honor Zoe Miclescu and others. In addition to these, this fund contains 

Carmen Sylva's correspondence with Zoe, Elena Văcărescu's sister, from the period when the 

queen was in "exile" in Venice, these letters being revealing for the research of the "Văcărescu 

Affair". Another useful fund in our approach is the diary of Lieutenant Alexandru Socec, 

attached to Prince Ferdinand when he settled in Romania. Also, our research would not have 

been possible without the documents from the "Saint Georges" fund, within the National 

Library of Romania - Special Collections, which includes several personal archives. In this 

regard, we have in mind the archival documents obtained from George Filipescu and from the 

members of the Davila family.  

In addition to these, an equally important source is the unpublished correspondence of 

foreign diplomats accredited in the capital of Romania during the 48-year reign of King Carol 

I. The reports of foreign diplomats help us to discern the political significance of the visits that 

took place at the court of Carol I. Also, incidents that took place during the visits, where 

appropriate, are better reported in the reports of foreign diplomats, who have every interest in 

                                                             
16 ANIC, Fond Casa Regală, Regele Carol I, Personale, dosar nr. 85/1896, f.1. 
17 Idem, dosar nr. 133/1896, f.1. 



 

7 
 

transmitting even the smallest details to the governments they represented in Romania. In the 

reports of foreign diplomats accredited in Romania, we found important information about the 

"Văcărescu Affair", the biggest scandal at the court of King Carol I and Queen Elizabeth. From 

the reports of foreign diplomats, we learned aspects regarding the situation at court, the state of 

health of Queen Elizabeth, and then, the reports bring up the engagement of Prince Ferdinand 

with Maria of Edinburgh and their settlement in Romania.  

In addition to archival funds, period newspapers and magazines help us to reconstruct 

episodes related to the visits of foreign monarchs and princes to Romania, but they are also 

absolutely necessary for the way in which the special events that took place at court are reflected 

in their pages, marriages, receptions, funerals. Also, of real use are the memorial writings of the 

members of the royal family, but also of the personalities who had more or less contact with 

them. An intensively exploited source is the three volumes of Jurnalul regelui Carol18, in 

addition to which comes the private correspondence of the sovereign19, but also of Prince 

Ferdinand20 and the memoirs of Princess Maria21.  

The conduct of festive events, secular or ecclesiastical, in which the royal family took 

part was regulated by a protocol established after 1875, with the preparation by the court 

marshal, Theodor Văcărescu, of a work that included the ceremonial of the various ceremonies, 

receptions and solemnities that took place at the princely court22. After the recognition of 

independence and the proclamation of the kingdom, the work was completed, and in 1882 it 

appeared in the form of the Royal Court Ceremonial. The marshal explains from the 

introduction of the work that for Romania the ceremonial is not a new element, because "The 

monarchs right from their foundation, the Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia, had fixed 

rules and customs for public solemnities, for secular and church celebrations in which The Lord 

with the Court, with the soldiers, with the dignitaries of the State"23.  

                                                             
18 Jurnal. Carol I al României, volumul I, 1881-1887, stabilirea textului, traducere din limba germană, cuvânt 

introductiv şi note de Vasile Docea, Editura Polirom, Iaşi, 2007; Jurnal. Carol I al României, volumul  II, 1888-

1892, stabilirea textului, traducere din limba germană, cuvânt introductiv şi note de Vasile Docea, Iași, Editura 

Polirom, 2014; Jurnal. Carol I al României, volumul  III, 1893-1897, stabilirea textului, traducere din limba 

germană, studiu introductiv și note de Vasile Docea, Editura Polirom, Iași, 2020. 
19 Sorin Cristescu, Carol I corespondenţa personală (1878-1912), Editura Tritonic, Bucureşti, 2005; Scrisorile 

regelui Carol I din arhiva de la Sigmaringen (1878-1905), studiul introductiv, stabilirea textului, traducerea, 

adaptarea şi notele de Sorin Cristescu, Editura Paideia, București, 2010. 
20 Scrisorile regelui Ferdinand al României, volumul I, stabilirea textului, note şi studiu introductiv de Sorin 

Cristescu, prefață de Sorin Liviu Damean, Editura Cetatea de Scaun, Târgoviște, 2015. 
21 Maria, Regina României, Povestea vieţii mele, volumul I, ediţie îngrijită şi note de Ioana Cracă, Editura 

Eminescu, București, 1991. 
22 Theodor Văcărescu, Ceremonialulu Curţei Domnesci a României, Typographia Curţii, Bucuresci, 1876 
23 Idem, Ceremonialulu Curţei Regale a României, Tipografia Curței Regale, Bucuresci, 1882, p. 5.  
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The present work is structured in four chapters. In the first chapter, I primarily analyzed 

the steps taken by the young prince, and especially by his father, Prince Karl Anton, to find a 

wife for his son. The marriage of the young prince was seen as an indispensable step for the 

consolidation of the foreign dynasty in the country. That is why, after several failed matrimonial 

projects, Carol I turned to Princess Elisabeta de Wied, whom he married on November 15, 1869. 

The two had only one child, Princess Maria, who died at only three and a half years old, after 

contracting scarlet fever. As they had no direct heir, Carol I's grandson, Prince Ferdinand, 

became heir presumptive to the throne of Romania. In our paper we will follow the relationship 

between Prince Ferdinand and King Carol, but we will focus more on the incident in which the 

crown prince was the main protagonist, namely the "Văcărescu Affair". Also in this chapter, we 

will consider the steps taken by Carol I to find a wife for his grandson. The second chapter of 

our work is The structure and organization of the court during the reing of King Carol I.  In the 

second part of the 19th century and in the years preceding the outbreak of the First World War, 

the courts of the monarchs no longer numbered hundreds of courtiers, but reduced their size 

and came to include only the persons in the service of the monarch; the courts were no longer 

a center of power and influence. If the imperial court of Tsar Nicholas II consisted of 16,500 

people, including 287 chamberlains, 309 high-ranking courtiers, 103 masters of ceremonies, 40 

grand chamberlains and 22 clerics24, the court of Carol I and Elizabeth it included only a few 

dozen people, grouped in the Civil House, the Military House and the House of Queen 

Elisabeta. In our work, we drew the physical and moral portraits of the most important people 

who worked at the Romanian court during the reign of Carol I, and at the same time, we 

highlighted the relationships that existed between the members of the royal family and the court 

service personnel. Although the court of Carol I and Elizabeth was much smaller compared to 

the courts present in other monarchical states, this does not mean that the Romanian sovereign 

did not place great value on the observance of etiquette and protocol. Moreover, in the second 

part of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, everything that happened at the 

royal courts in Europe was well established by means of protocol. However, there were also 

cases in which persons with duties at the court went beyond the etiquette that had to be respected 

and got involved in relationships inappropriate to their status, thus affecting the image of the 

Royal House of Romania. We will try to observe what attitude Carol I adopted in situations 

where the honor of the royal court was in danger.  

                                                             
24 Miranda Carter, Cei trei împărați. Trei veri, trei imperii și drumul către Primul Război Mondial, traducere de 

Mihaela Negrilă, Editura Polirom, Iași, 2015, p. 151.  
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In chapter three, Visits of foreign princes and monarchs to the royal court, we will try to 

observe the manner in which King Carol and Queen Elizabeth chose to receive the most 

important imperial guests, we consider in this regard the visit of Emperor Franz Joseph 

(September 1896) and the visit of the Russian imperial family to Constanta (June 14, 1914). We 

think it is interesting to note whether there were differences in organization or cordiality 

regarding these visits, or whether King Carol received his guests in the same manner, regardless 

of their importance. The visits of foreign princes and monarchs, even private ones, had a special 

significance in maintaining cordial relations between Romania and the other states of Europe. 

The small events occasioned by the stay in Romania of foreign princes and monarchs are rarely 

trivial, because they illustrate, in a simplified manner, the relations between the state receiving 

the visit and the country represented by the prince or monarch at the Romanian court.  

In chapter four, we will address the receptions given to foreign representatives, from the 

audiences where they presented their credentials to the farewell audience, which was given to 

foreign diplomats when they left the post in the capital of Romania. In this chapter we will deal 

with the ceremonial that had to be observed at the balls organized at the court. We will also try 

to consider the moments when the ceremonial was not respected. From the very beginning, it 

must be borne in mind that the balls organized at the palace meant not only pomp and 

entertainment, but also a means by which the royal family came into contact with the elites of 

society. These had the character of official celebrations, Carol I considering them more of a 

duty than a pleasure.  

Therefore, starting from this structure of the present work, we will try to reconstruct the 

atmosphere of the princely and later royal court of Romania, to highlight the changes that 

occurred within this structure with the marriage of Prince Carol I with Princess Elisabeta de 

Wied, but also the inherent transformations that took place at court after the establishment of 

Prince Ferdinand in Romania. Even if we will not put much emphasis on this matter, we also 

want to follow the way in which King Carol I intervened in the organization of life at the court 

of the young princely couple. At the same time, we set out to analyze the transformations the 

court went through during the consolidation of the state, because during the reign of Carol I, 

Romania became an independent state, and in 1881 it was raised to the rank of a kingdom. Thus, 

it acquired another status on the stage of international politics, diplomatic agencies were raised 

to the rank of legation, the court of Carol I and Elizabeth was visited by numerous foreign 

princes and monarchs, and diplomatic and worldly events took on a considerable scale.  
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