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Nicolae B. Cantacuzino (1864-1948) was a career
diplomat who did not enjoy much interest from historians,
as his fragmented activity in the various capitals of Europe
is only a preamble to the history of relations between
Romania and the states in who carried out his missions.
Cantacuzino was a career diplomat, who began his work
in the Central Administration in November 1889 as a
supernumerary copyist, then head of office 2nd class from
October 1890 and advanced to the rank of legation
attaché. In March 1891, he was appointed vice-consul and
chancellor of the Romanian consulate in Budapest, and
two years later he was promoted to the rank of third-class
legation secretary. He was promoted, in July 1893, to the
rank of secretary of legation second class at the legation
in Athens, but continued to work at the consulate in
Budapest until the end of 1894, when he was sent to
Vienna as secretary of second class legation. For a short
time, April-October 1894, he was appointed deputy
director of Foreign Affairs and Litigation in the Central
Administration. From here he was appointed charge
d'affaires in Athens, November 1896 - June 189,



appointed to St. Petersburg but not installed and was also
transferred to as secretary of legation second class.

In July-August 1899 he was promoted and
confirmed as Secretary of Legation 1st Class, and in April
1905 he was promoted to the rank of Counselor of
Legation. After a long stay in Vienna, in July 1909 he was
appointed secretary general of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and promoted to the rank of plenipotentiary
minister 2nd class in October. In March 1911, he was
appointed  envoy  extraordinary and  minister
plenipotentiary of Romania in Bern and recalled to the
ministry in July 1912. The diplomat had a break from
diplomacy at his disposal between December 31, 1912
and June 18, 1914,

In June 1914-September 1916, Cantacuzino dealt
with the administration of Romanian schools and
churches in the Balkans and between July and September
1914 he was chargé d'affaires in Serbia. In 1916 he was
transferred to Petrograd and remained there until 1918,
after which he served as counselor of legation in Paris
(1919-1920). In 1920 he was promoted to the rank of

minister plenipotentiary first class and appointed to
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Vienna as envoy extraordinary and  minister
plenipotentiary. In October 1922 he was recalled to the
Central Administration and transferred to Paris. In the
French capital he held the position of counselor of
legation until December 1930, when he was retired.
Between 1931-1937 he was an honorary adviser in the
legation in Paris, being Romania's delegate to the
Conference for Peace through Observance of Treaties,
vice-president of the Franco-Romanian Chamber of
Commerce and delegate to the International Technical
Committee of Air Law Experts (CITEJA). He returned to
the country in 1938 and lived in Bucharest, with his
residence on Elisabeta boulevard no. 24. He died on April
26, 1948, being buried at the "Bellu" Cemetery.

These milestones of Nicolae B. Cantacuzino's
career led us to want to research his activity, but being a
career diplomat, the missions we will focus on are those
in which he was head of mission, the other periods being
presented later brief. On a historiography, a history of the
studies in which Nicolae B. Cantacuzino is recorded is

easy to make, the diplomat being briefly mentioned in



various situations of his missions®. One aspect must be
mentioned, however, Cantacuzino has memoirs, and the
vast majority of the records come from the lines of his
memories, but they do not accurately present the events
that happened, and a careful research of his lines is
necessary?. If the diplomat began his work in Budapest in
1891, his memoirs were written in 1942, more than a
decade after his retirement from diplomacy. Thus there
may be certain gaps between what is reported in the
memoirs and the events that took place.

Regarding the historiography of the research of
the biographies of diplomats from the Old Kingdom and

those from the interwar period, a growing number of
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studies highlight the interest in their careers®. These
models regarding the research of diplomats must be put in
line with works regarding the organization of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs®. Thus, the most important part is the
research of the documents by consulting the files in the
various funds of the Archive of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

With all these arguments, the question can be
asked: how important is the activity of Nicolae B.

Cantacuzino to deserve to be researched? Of course, the
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diplomat cannot be compared with diplomats such as
Constantin Diamandi, Alexandru Beldiman, Alexandru
Emanuel Lahovaru, Raoul Bossy, Nicolae Petrescu-
Comnen, but his activity is a pretext to deepen certain
aspects of the history of Romania's relations with other
states. In fact, Cantacuzino's most important missions
were in: Budapest at the Romanian General Consulate in
Budapest (1891-1894), the Romanian legation in Bern
(1911-1912) and the Romanian legation in Vienna
between (1920-1922). The years of his activity find him
participating in the main Romanian legations abroad for
four decades, alongside "big names" of Romanian
diplomacy, such as: Emil Ghica, Constantin Diamandy
Alexandru Em. Lahovary, Nicolae Misu, etc.

The study of his activity brings us to the world of
the "Belle Epoque", but it does not stop here, it takes us to
the period of the "Great War" and the interwar period in
which the old European order was overthrown and
changed humanity's perception of the world. From the
eyes of a diplomat, these radical transformations felt
much more nuanced depending on the capitals of Europe

in which he operated. From secretaries of legation,
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counselors of legation and ministers plenipotentiary, the
tension of politics between states engages them in an
activity in the service of what is called the "state interest".

Regarding the structure of the work, | opted for
segmenting it into seven chapters, each of which will
correspond to a stage in Nicolae B. Cantacuzino's career.
It should be noted that the delimitation of the chapters is
chronological, choosing this approach to be able to
cursively reproduce the activity of the diplomat, thus
being able to observe his involvement in the various
missions with which he was assigned. The first chapter is
dedicated both to the diplomat's family and to
Cantacuzino's education and training, including
information about his private life and his studies, as well
as his entry into the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a mere
supernumerary copyist.

The second part, one of the densest documentary,
will focus on Cantacuzino's activity at the Romanian
consulate in Budapest between 1891-1894, being
structured on three important coordinates: the debates in
the Hungarian Parliament, the Memorandum of

Romanians from Transylvania and the economic situation
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in Kingdom of Hungary. The third segment will focus on
the mission of the diplomat from Athens, during the
Greek-Turkish war of 1897, while integrating aspects
from the time spent in the Romanian legation in Vienna
(1898-1909).

In the fourth chapter, we will analyze
Cantacuzino's activity as general secretary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (1909-1911) and as the first
extraordinary envoy and minister plenipotentiary of
Romania in Bern (1911-1912). Both assignments
represented for the diplomat the rise to the front ranks of
diplomacy, thus managing after a long period to be
promoted to management positions.

The fifth part deals with the activity of the
diplomat during the Great War, between Belgrade, during
the crisis of July 1914, and Nis§, from July to November
1914, as chargeé d'affaires. Then we will focus on his
sending to Petrograd as part of the Romanian legation led
by Constantin Diamandi (1916-1917), to then insist on his
stay in Paris, where various tasks were delegated to him
(1918-1920).



The sixth part of the research is focused on his
sending to Vienna, at the head of the newly established
legation after the end of the first world conflagration
(1920-1922). This period was marked by the diversity of
issues with which Cantacuzino intersected his activity, in
a capital of a former empire, which, however, had lost its
former importance and was only a shadow and a memory
of the old imperial city. As will be seen, although he was
appointed plenipotentiary minister first class, the
diplomat's situation was a precarious one, facing both
financial difficulties and the lack of interest in foreign
policy from Bucharest, since diplomatically Austria no
longer was of great interest. Thus, we arrive at the last part
of the paper, in which we will dwell on the transfer of
Nicolae B. Cantacuzino to Paris until his retirement, his
preference to remain as second legation, preferring Paris,
Vienna lacking the beauty of the past. Thus it will be
observed that what was Vienna for the diplomat before the
war, was Paris in the interwar period. At the same time,
we will evoke, as far as we can afford, the retreat to
Bucharest and the last events in the life of the one who

was a career diplomat.



Focusing on his career, Nicolae B. Cantacuzino is
a special case among Romanian diplomats. In the present
case, studying the activity of a little-known diplomat also
provides additional personal satisfaction to researchers
who have the opportunity to browse through new
documents and which, of course, when correlated with the
other known works, provide additional knowledge on the
history of diplomacy and foreign policy. The sources used
in our research do not claim to have completely exhausted
the activity of the diplomat, but we tried to explain and
contextualize different events of internal and external
politics, not only from the perspective of the main
political and diplomatic actors, but rather from the
perspective of those who composed the Romanian
diplomatic apparatus, which were engaged at a lower level

in international relations.
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