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In this study we are going to investigate and present aspects of population movements 

from Transylvania to Moldavia that occurred between the second half of the 18th century and the 

first half of the 19th century. Not only that we are going to focus on the enlightenment of all the 

causes that led to the population movements but also on the settlement details of these people in 

two of the Moldavian regions: Roman and Neamț.  

Apart of all the human groups’ movements through the provinces inhabited by 

Romanians, which we consider it being an internal movement, a second demographic change 

that happened during the 18th and 19th centuries is represented by the smaller population 

movements from one Romanian province to another. While all the migrations were considered as 

being a mass population transition from one territory to another, the population movements were 

made of small groups of people which - regardless of ethnicity, age, gender or profession - have 

been determined by several reasons to move and find a new place to live. Among all the reasons 

we can identify the most common ones which are being represented by the social-economic 

factors, political ones and the religious nature of people which led to worsening the situation of 

those that left their own country, but on the same time we may also want to consider the 

protection policies used by some of the leaders with the purpose of retaining specialists and 

manpower which have spurred the people movements controlled and for a certain period. This 

transition which is seen as an inter-Romanian one, where the region of Transylvania provided the 

most important contingent of immigrants, was generated by different local causes: poverty, tax 

burden, border military restrictions, religious discrimination, natural disasters, pandemics and 

wars – along with all the other external unpredictable or uncontrollable factors. 

Our research was focused on the human transition from Transylvania to Moldavia, two of 

the regions that were separated by the Carpathian mountains; the first one being under Austrian 

administration while the second one being under the domination of the Ottoman Empire. The 

analysis of all the sources showed us that the documentation of this history chapter belongs to the 

18th century when a lot of Romanian and Hungarian people, Saxons and Szecklers migrated to 

Moldavia. Once they migrated here they gained de „bejenari” status and landed up in what we 

use to call „slobozii”, inhabited by „ungureni” where most of the people were tax exempted for 

limited periods.  
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Speaking about the demographic process that was conducted between the 18th and 19th 

centuries and the number of Transylvanian people that transited the borders in large numbers 

which in the end were settled temporary or permanently in Moldavia, represents a particular 

interest for us because the documentation is being provided by a lot of founts of vital information 

regarding the foreigners established in the Roman and Neamț counties among other sources of 

information that are related to some of the topics of this case study. The reconstruction of the 

demographic phenomenon from Transylvania to Moldavia during the period we have chosen 

requires the utilisation of some of the largest sources of information that have to be compiled as 

well with very concise facts.  

From the entire historical documentation, which is being kept in National Archives Iași, 

we consulted 89 files which gave us a large volume of information about: foreign subjects 

(name, birthplace and occupation), goods exchange (quantity and price), number of foreigners 

from all these lands, rise of merchants and craftsmen statuses from counties; various 

correspondence was found as well for example the one between „Departamentul din Lăuntru” 

and the „Isprăvnicia” of the Roman and Neamț counties.  From all the documentation that was 

available, the most important information is related to fiscal matters rather than the ones that led 

the borders crossing. 

This case study has included in all the annexes a lot of historical sources where one of the 

most important categories is represented by either the historical collection of documents or the 

official censuses that were made by the local authorities to register all the taxpayers or just for 

the mapping sources. 

In general, we can say that historical literature regarding the human movements from 

Transylvania and Moldavia between the second half of the 18th century and the beginning of the 

19th century is fairly extensive, from editing the historical sources to approaching other topics 

that contributed to having demography as a social science in Romania. We were interested 

specifically in those contributions that led to: a conceptual research of demography (Vladimir 

Trebici), a bridge between the theory and its own examples found on the Romanian territory (Ion 

Ghinoiu), a demographic process approach based on method, analysis and prognosis (Mihai 

Țarcă). 

 We have to underline at the same time the contribution of some of our historians that 

brought up the following: connections between the demographic movements and different events 
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happened over the years (Ștefan Ștefănescu), the number of Moldavian population that was 

tripled in the first half of the 19th century which was caused by the reason of living in a better 

environment plus the fiscal relaxation reason (Ecaterina Negruți), the foreign subject status listed 

by genealogy (Stela Mărieș and Silviu Văcaru), the rationalization and the enrolment methods of 

the Moldavian population in the mid-18thth century (G. Retegan), in 1808 (Corneliu Istrati), then 

1820 and 1825 (Gheorghe Ungureanu). 

In the same context we can include some of the research that was made regarding the 

number, geographical spread and the population density from all the counties between 

Carpathian mountains and the Siret river (Vasile Băican), the epidemic impact (Gheorghe 

Brătescu and Ioan Bolovan), the Transylvanian population mobility, of ensemble synchrony and 

rhythmicity (Vasile Nimigeanu), as well the factors that led directly to the human being 

movement (Alexandru Ungureanu).  

The same interest was shown by the following case studies about: the population 

statistics of those that have migrated from Transylvania to Moldavia (George Bogdan-Duică, 

Augustin Bunea, Cristu Negoescu, Virgil Ciobanu, Sabin Manuilă and Liviu Moldovan), social-

economic aspects, including Roman and Neamt counties (A. D. Xenopol, Adriana Camariano-

Cioran, Ioan Murariu, Nicolae Grigoraș, Dumitru Ciurea and Sergiu Columbeanu), 

Transylvanians shepherding in Moldavia (Ștefan Meteș, Andrei Veress, Romulus Vuia and 

Silviu Văcaru), but also some of the approaches from a language perspective regarding different 

categories of toponyms. (C. Racoviță). 

* 

Methodologically, this case study was structured in three chapters: 

The first part, „Transylvania and Moldavia. Political framework and the evolution of civil 

society”, where we reviewed the role of the Austrian house and also the role of the Ottoman 

empire among the European political context, two of the powers engaged in a fight for 

supremacy in the south – eastern mainland, and after 1734, when Russia showed up as well. For 

a lot of centuries, the expansionary tendencies of Austria and Ottoman Empire have led to a lot 

of nations located near the borders being braid without margins. If wars are moving the borders 

and interrupting the people connections, the peace brings a continuous human being connection. 

This picture includes two of the Romanian historical regions where the intercultural influence 

meets the crossing borders between two of the local empires: Transylvania and Moldavia. Each 
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one’s past shows substantial differences in the evolution of the legal system but it is quite 

obvious that from an ethnicity standpoint, the civil society and the culture remain similar. 

Starting with the 18th century, those changes have led to a new context where the population 

transition from a region to another has increased through different ways of colonization and by 

taking things when passing from its own county, region, and country to a different one. In this 

context, we have dealt with the political framework and evolution of local society in 

Transylvania and Moldavia. 

In the second chapter, „Phases of Transylvanian movements to Moldavia”, we have been 

watching a couple of aspects of this process, such as: general and more specific details as well,  

causes, the legal environment from the two counties, elements of migration- roads, passes and 

borders or economical pursuits of immigrants. We have been interested in two of the main 

aspects that led to all the causes, direction and the expansion of this phenomenon that was 

analyzed: historical context from each of the counties; a context that was customized based on 

the property distribution, the social-economic structure, the religious issues and the causes 

between the population movements and the legal framework from each county. Some of the 

financial measures, social-administrative ones and religion-based factors have determined a 

higher or a lower number of departures over the mountains. 

This process is very similar with an old tradition that has been going on for years and was 

spread during the age of Theresia's reforms and the Phanariotes settlements. Besides that, we 

have to keep in mind the general environment of the following: Transylvania was under Austrian 

administration, Moldavia under the Ottoman system plus some Russian influences as well but in 

the end both regions remained with a common border and this was one of the main causes for 

having a continues movement of population. 

Therefore, the Transylvanian migration that happened a long time ago has reached the top 

during the 18th century, growing up again through the middle of the 19th century. The study of 

this evolution marks all the determining factors that were caused by: natural disaster 

(earthquakes, flood, drought), economic standpoint (the highest level of fiscality), social (a 

higher social status than the serf one), political (measures that determined the status quo of the 

civilians) and confessional (religious prosecution). We must underline the causes because the 

population exchange between Transylvania and Moldavia had a reverse side as well where 

numbers of Moldavian people crossed the mountains to Transylvania. The individual foreigners, 
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families or other groups have been following to live in a better environment going on to the 

existing towns setting new places to live. 

In the age of migration, the connection between the population movements and the legal 

context of each county was altered by a lot of constraints hence some of the fiscal policy, and 

social, administrative and religious measures led to increasing or reducing the number of those 

who crossed the mountains. Once the Organic Statute was implemented across the Romanian 

Principalities, the legal framework was created and this was one of the necessary measures to 

help out the foreigners („bejenari”) to get lands, by releasing what we call  

„așezăminte”.  According to the census results and also based on the genealogy findings in 

Moldavia and Transylvania, the heavy migration between the two counties has determined 

significant changes in the demographic structure because the number of people with local origins 

was going down while the number of foreigners that landed over the mountains was going up.  

The transition of people between Transylvania and Moldavia happened on an arduous 

road because the borders were watched with stringency, there were a lot of restrictions set by the 

customs system, the roads had a terrible condition and last but not least the risk of being mugged 

(robbed) was high. Another important factor but this time one that brought an increase from a 

demographic standpoint was the back and forth shepherding („păstorit pendulatoriu”) of the 

Transylvanian seasonal herdsmen in Moldavia where they were called by the people from 

Moldavia: „bârsani”, „mărgineni” or „țuțuieni”. But some of them had economic benefits as 

well and this happened due to the large number of  merchants that came in Moldavia to find a 

better place for different trading purposes. 

The third chapter, „Transylvanians in the Roman and Neamț counties”, represents all the 

findings applied under a „case study” in which we tried to analyze the new situation that came 

alongside the existing local people from Roman – a land that is flanked by two small rivers – and 

Neamț – as part of one of the highest forms of relief from Moldavia. The main points of interest 

were: the evolution and administration of the two territories, the current status of those who 

landed in Roman and Neamț, updates about the local fiscal system and as well the life of the 

Transylvanians after coming in the two Moldavian regions. 

The statistics prove that during the second half of the 18th century and the first half of the 

next one, most of the strangers that were settled in Moldavia came from several territories that 

were still under the Austrian domination. For this time period, a lot of population censuses were 
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made by the Austrian representatives due to all their concerns about people crossing the borders 

but also due to the Moldavian authorities for accepting people from different regions with the 

purpose of growing the local population numbers. The statistic data taken from different sources 

show us once again that Transylvanian migration happened on a positive trend, following an 

evolutionary path during the entire period chosen by us.  

Based on all the information we gathered from different sources, we realized that during 

the Moldavian Principality history, the two administrative-territorial units Roman and Neamț 

gained some specific features. For both counties, the first documentary evidence dates back to 

the end of the 14th century but for the 18th and 19th centuries - when we talk about the number 

if civilians that came from Transylvania, Roman was the second region while Neamț was the last 

one from all the Moldavian territories settled between Carpathians and Siret river. 

From a demographic standpoint, the numbers give us the possibility to investigate 

separately the two counties where most of the Transylvanians that landed here have determined a 

series of significant changes in the reception area. For example, the increased number of 

inhabitants in all the Roman lands – for the period between the second half of the 18th century 

and the first half of the 19th century – resulted due to the large number of foreigners that arrived 

here where the number of Austrian subjects was significant, according to the data recorded in the 

Catagraphs („Catagrafii”). The official documents in which we include the borders evidence as 

well even if it doesn’t cover the full period of this case study, show the constant migration 

phenomenon to Moldavia. The data interpretation allowed us to outline the different aspects 

related to the life of immigrants from Roman. Some of the sources such as „Catagrafia sudiților” 

from 1824-1825 revealed the age of the new arrived people, the fashion that was being adopted, 

professional training or different activities they had at that time and the origins of the foreigners 

where the percentage of Austrians was 69% out of the total.   

Speaking about regional mobility, the fact that some of the people have returned to 

Roman proves that they didn’t find a better place to live and grow. We can count here all the 

people that came over the mountains to trade supplies from Roman and different cities of 

Transylvania and here we can name Brasov because it was one of the main interests for traders.  

This was how the connection between the two counties separated by Carpathians was made. 

From the general study of the human migration turns out that people that came over the 

mountains to Moldavia are farmers, craftsmen, merchants, doctors and intellectuals and they 
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continued to carry out their activities in the new living place. We have to admit that during the 

18th century, for safety purposes, most of the people settled in the Moldavian regions were 

dealing with farming while the beginning of the 19th century shows that 82% of the people that 

arrived in Moldavia had new occupations like trading, crafting and other things that led them 

going on to bigger cities for better living.  

Fiscal policy, as one of the state instruments to get income, is exercised through a 

diversity of taxes and fees. Some of the oldest financial sources were the tithes („dijmele”) which 

were initially considered as a tax in kind for the goods produced by the lands which were 

replaced later by different fees applied on the products or services such us „goștină”, 

„deseatină”, „oierit”, „prisăcărit”, „vădrărit”, „pogonărit”, „fumărit” and „văcărit. In fact, the 

most common fee was the tribute called as well „capitația”. From a legal standpoint, fiscality 

represents a taxing system based on a certain legislation built to get income (taxes and fees) from 

the taxpayers. 

The Phanariotes princes from Moldavia and Wallachia used the fiscality for their own 

financial purpose, their main concerns being the income source and the large number of 

taxpayers and landowners that were supposed to bring revenue to them as a result of the 

increased number of taxes and fees. The resolution of the tax burdens depended on paying the 

debts contracted from loan sharks, the tribute payment and other monetary burdens applied by 

the Ottoman Empire as well gaining income to ensure the prince’s livelihood in the event of 

being shafted and this made the fiscal policy the main instrument of the administration program. 

The tax regime for all the foreign subjects that lived in the lands of Moldavia was a complicated 

one from both structural and operational standpoints even if the modernism – emphasized by the 

introduction of the Organic Statute – tried to relax it. Proof of this are the individual taxes paid 

during the period between the second part of the 18th century and the first part of the 19th 

century, both by the indigenous population and by the newcomers. Although the gents of 

Moldavia supported the reception of those who came from the territories of the Austrian crown, 

which was proven in particular by the granting of financial exemptions for a limited period of 

time, there were also situations in which the newcomers were dissatisfied and complained about 

this policy, accusing in particular the defective manner of how the grants were collected. Such 

complaints were made by both Transylvanians established in Roman and Neamt. Although 
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newcomers and natives had a fruitful collaboration in most of the cases, there were some 

exceptions as well, most of them regarding the refusal or non-involvement in tax collection.  

The Transylvanians chose to head to the two lands primarily due to the fact that the 

connection road between the place of origin and the receiving space was quite easy to navigate 

without too many efforts and costs. The land of Neamț, located on the border between the two 

provinces, was preferred by Transylvanian shepherds who led their herds to the vast pastures 

over the mountains.  

The life of Transylvanians after emigration was under the sign of a permanent search, 

integration among natives, space transition determined by specific reasons. The dislocation of the 

Transylvanian demography caused mutations in both the place of origin and receiving space. 

However, repeated transits between the two provinces ensured once again the maintenance of 

human connections between Romanians on both sides of the Carpathians. 

Therefore, on the basis of the consulted bibliographical material and the information 

extracted from the national archival fund, we can understand the extent, duration and 

consequences of the economic and demographic process which was revealed by the goods 

exchanges on the roads frequented regularly as well the exodus that was caused by social and 

confessional problems, produced in waves or detours. We have proved that in both 

administrative -territorial units of Moldavia (Roman and Neamț) the foreigners brought their 

contribution to the development of the area. The geographical location which was perfect for 

everyone, the agricultural lands and the positive attitude of the gents have encouraged the 

settlement of foreigners, at least for a certain period of time, in both of the counties. Those who 

have remained within the new lands as a mixed family founded with local people, are a proof of 

the integration of newcomers into the local society.  

This research has a general Bibliography with 540 titles and 89 files from the archival 

fund and 63 annexes made up of maps, graphs and archival sources used to support the text. 

We really hope that through this research we have clarified several aspects related to the 

population movement specific to the Romanian space during the period between the second half 

of the 18th century and the first part of the next one, emphasising the situation from the two 

counties we decided to focus, Roman and Neamț.  
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