Habilitation thesis

Laurentiu Radvan, PhD
University ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” lasi
Faculty of History

Urban world in the Romanian area:
from the late medieval emergence to the transition to
modernity

2012



CONTENT

REZUMAL ... bbb 3
AADSTIACT ... e 5
A. Scientific and professional aChIEVEMENTS ... 7
L INEFOUUCTION ...t bbbt 7
1.1. SoUrces and NIStOMTOGIAPNY ......c.viviiiiiii et b et e ettt et et sb et e eb e et 8
1.2, RESEAICH QIFECTIONS ...ttt bbbt b e bbbt et bbb e bt b e b bt eb et eb s 14
NNOTES . b bbb h R E R R e e e 16
. The emergence and evolution of towns in Moldavia until the middle of the 16" century......... 19
11.1. Urban emergence in medieval Moldavia: specific CONditions ..........c.cccveiiiiiniiiiiiec s 19
I1.2. The colonists’ role, the “German law” and the development of towns in Moldavia ............cccooeeiiiininnn, 27
I1.3. Case studies, new interpretations (Baia, Husi, lasi, Roman, Siret, Suceava) ..........cccooovervnienininnienieneenn 39
NOTES . e e E R R R R R R e e et e et 51
I11. New considerations regarding the towns of Wallachia .............cccccoovviviiiiicciiciieieeece, 56
III.1. Negru Voda and the Wallachian towns: from historical tradition to historical myth ..o 56
111.2. Case studies, NEW thEOTIES: BUCNAIEST .........ccviiiiicriecrie ettt ettt te e ete s s e e sae e srbesaeesreesrre e 59
111.3. Social status: miseii from CAMPUIUING ........evriiiiiiiiie et ebe e 63
N 0] (=1 TSP PSP PP PR 66

IV. The town in the Romanian area and the long transition from medieval times to modernity ... 68

IV.1. Economy and society in Moldavian towns: the case of the Turkish USUIers .........cccocvviiiinncnicincenn 68
IV.2. Roads, streets and bridges in the towns of Wallachia and Moldavia (16™-18" centuries) ..............cc.......... 72
1V.3. Local society in Wallachian towns. Case studies on the relation between boyars and towns: Craiova and

10T SRS 76
N[0 3 T OSSP OO PR UROT PP 82
V. CONCIUSIONS ...t bbb bbbt et bbb 84
V1. Professional and academic aChieVEMENLS ..o e 87
B. Plans for future career, directions of teaching and research ..., 89
C. Bibliographical references associated with the first two parts .........ccccccoeeveireiiececisccsireis 92



Rezumat

Lucrarea de fatd cuprinde o sintezd a cercetarilor pe care le-am desfasurat in perioada
de la finalizarea lucrarii de doctorat (sustinuta public in 2003) si pana in prezent, precum si 0
prezentare a evolutiei profesionale din aceeasi perioada. Deoarece consideram ca lucrarea de
abilitare reprezintda incununarea unui inalt nivel de cercetare — pe care cel implicat se
considera ca l-a atins —, am preferat in lucrarea de mai jos o abordare stiintifica, specifica
domeniului istoriei, cu trimitere directd spre sursele utilizate, primare sau secundare, si cu
sublinierea permanentd a contributiilor personale. In acest fel, vom oferi o oglinda cat mai
fidela a activitatii stiintifice pe care am Intreprins-o in ultimii ani.

Cercetarile noastre s-au indreptat in special spre istoria urband medievald si pre-
modernd. Acest vast domeniu nu si-a epuizat potentialul, dat fiind faptul ca nu a reprezentat o
prioritate in istoriografia romaneasca, cu toate ca are tangentd directda cu multe alte domenii
mari ale istoriei (istoria sociald, politicd, economica). In plus, in perioada comunistd, multe
subiecte aferente domeniului au primit interpretdri cu tentd ideologica, acum fiind necesara o
noud analizd, cu Intoarcere la izvoarele originale si racordatd pe cat posibil la istoriografia
europeana. De altfel, am incercat permanent sa fim la curent in cercetarile noastre cu cele mai
recente interpretari, subliniind ideea ca structurile urbane din spatiul romanesc au preluat
numeroase influente din regiunile vecine, pastrdnd totodata un specific propriu si avand
ulterior o evolutie particulara.

Am reluat complet investigatia asupra subiectului urbanizarii teritoriului Moldovei si
am ales ca in lucrarea de fatd sa sintetizam trei teme principale: 1. conditiile in care s-a
desfasurat acest proces, cu accentuarea rolului unor factori locali (politici, economici,
drumuri, distributie geografica); 2. rolul colonistilor strdini in geneza si organizarea oraselor,
unde am insistat pe etniile care au venit in Moldova si pe urmele pe care acestea le-au ldsat in
structura internd a comunitdtilor urbane; 3. studii de caz relevante (am ales orasele pentru care
am adus cele mai numeroase contributii si interpretari). In acelasi timp, am continuat o parte
din cercetarile incepute anterior, privitoare la Tara Roméaneasca si orasele ei, si am venit cu
noi concluzii privitoare la subiecte mai mult sau mai putin controversate, precum: 1. mitul lui

Negru Voda si rolul pe care traditia istorica il atribuie acestui personaj in formarea oraselor; 2.



inceputurile orasului Bucuresti si contributia lui Mircea Ciobanul la finalizarea procesului de
transformare a asezarii din #drg in orag; 3. analiza statutului marginalilor din orase, cu atentie
speciala catre grupul miseilor/leprosilor. O alta directic majora de cercetare Spre care ne-am
indreptat tine de felul in care au evoluat orasele in perioada de tranzitie de la evul mediu la
epoca moderna. In acest sens, am initiat cercetiri pe teme mai putin abordate in ultima vreme:
1. rolul camatarilor turci in orasele Moldovei, pozitia pe care acestia o dobandisera,
raporturile cu domnii, dar si alte categorii sociale, abuzuri, masuri de limitare a influentei lor;
2. statutul drumurilor in tdrile roméane, precum si situatia strdzilor din orase, dregdtori
implicati, mod de intretinere, taxe, masuri de modernizare; 3. raporturile dintre boieri si orase
in cateva orase din Wallachia, cu doua studii de caz, Craiova si boierii Craiovesti, respectiv
Floci si boierii Blagodesti.

Rezultatul acestor cercetdri a fost facut public prin comunicari la conferinte din
Romania si Europa, prin publicarea de articole in reviste de istorie medievala sau volume de
studii aparute in tard sau in exterior, ca si prin coordonarea unor volume de studii si
publicarea unor carti.

Metodologia abordata a variat in functie de sursele disponibile. Numarul izvoarelor ce
stau la dispozitia cercetdtorului interesat de evul mediu, de orase in special, este relativ
limitat, crescand pe masurd ce ne apropiem de epoca modernd. Pentru noi, baza au
reprezentat-o sursele scrise, in special actele emise de cancelaria domnului dar si de
autoritatile oraselor, precum si actele private, cdrora li se adaugd izvoarele narative
(cronicile), dar si cele epigrafice, sigilografice, cartografice si, nu in ultimul rand, rezultatele
cercetdrilor arheologice. Acolo unde sursele au fost mai putine, am apelat si la metoda
comparativa, incercand sd identificam in regiunile invecinate elemente similare cu cele din
spatiul romanesc. Ne-am raportat permanent la istoriografia subiectelor discutate si am supus
unei cercetdri critice majoritatea teoriilor sustinute de istoricii ce ne-au precedat in domeniu.

Lucrarea cuprinde si o prezentare a evolutiei profesionale din ultimii ani, precum si
planurile de dezvoltare a carierei profesionale, stiintifice si academice, respectiv directiile de
cercetare pe care mi le propun in urmatoarea perioada. Se adauga referintele bibliografice
asociate continutului primelor sectiuni, inclusiv o listd a celor mai relevante contributii

personale.



Abstract

The following paper contains a synthesis of the research that | undertook since | finish
my PhD work (which I defended publicly in 2003) and up until now, as well as a presentation
of my professional evolution of this period. Because | consider that the habilitation paper
represents the proof of a high level of research — which the person involved is supposed to
have reached —, | chose to use a scientific approach in the following text, one specific to the
field of History, with direct links to the sources used, primary or secondary ones, and with a
continuous underlining of my personal contributions. Thus | can offer a faithful mirror for the
scientific activities which I undertook over the past few years.

My research mostly focused on urban medieval and pre-modern history. This vast
field has not been fully analyzed, especially as it has not been considered a priority in
Romanian historiography, although it had direct links with many other larger areas of history
(social, political or economical history). Furthermore, in the communist period, many subjects
related to this field received ideologically tainted interpretations, thus making it necessary to
write now a new analysis, returning to the original sources, linked in as much as possible to
European historiography. I have also tried to be permanently up-to-date in my research with
the most recent interpretations and | have insisted upon the idea that urban structures in the
Romanian space have taken on many influences from the neighboring regions, maintaining,
however, their own specificity and subsequently having a particular evolution.

| started afresh the investigation on the subject of the urbanization of the territory of
Moldavia and in the present study | chose to present three main themes: 1. the conditions in
which this process unfolded, focusing on the role of certain local factors (political and
economic factors, roads and geographical distribution); 2. the role of the foreign colonists in
the emergence and organization of towns, where | insisted on the ethnic groups who came to
Moldavia and on the influence they had on the internal structure of the urban communities; 3.
relevant case studies (I chose the towns for which | brought the most contributions and
interpretations). At the same time, | continued the research started previously about Wallachia
and her towns and came to new conclusions on subjects that are disputed in one measure or

another: 1. the myth of Negru Voda and the role that historical tradition assigns to this person



in the formation of towns; 2. the beginnings of Bucharest and the contribution of Mircea the
Shepherd to the completion of the process of transformation of the settlement from tirg to
orag; 3. an analysis of the statute of the marginals in towns, with special attention for the
group of miseii (lepers). Another major direction of research that I looked at is the way towns
evolved in the transition period from the Middle Ages to the Modern Times. For this reason, |
started research on themes that have not been looked at recently: 1. the role of the Turkish
usurers in the towns of Moldavia, the position they had acquired, their relationship with the
princes, and also other social categories, abuses, measures to limit their influence etc; 2. the
status of the roads in the Romanian principalities, as well as the situation of the streets in
towns, the officials involved, the way the streets were maintained, taxes, measures taken for
modernization; 3. the relations between boyars and towns in a couple of towns in Wallachia,
with two case studies, Craiova and the Craiovescu boyars, respectively Floci and the
Blagodesti boyars.

The results of this research were made public through several papers presented at
conferences in Romania and Europe, articles and studies published in journals of medieval
history or volumes of studies (in Romania or abroad), or through coordinating volumes of
studies and publishing books.

The methodology used varied depending on the available sources. The number of
sources at the disposal of the researcher looking into the Middle Ages, specifically into towns,
is relatively limited, but it increases as we get closer to the modern era. For me the base were
written sources, especially documents issued by the prince’s chancellery, but also by the
authorities of the towns as well as private documents. Also | have used narrative sources
(chronicles), but also epigraphic, cartographic, sigillographic sources and last but not least the
results of archaeological research. Where the sources were scarce, | called upon the
comparative method, trying to identify in the neighboring regions similar elements to those in
the Romanian area. | continually referred back to the historiography of the subjects discussed
and submitted to a critical research the majority of the theories upheld by historians who came
before me in this field.

The paper contains a presentation of the professional evolution over the past few
years, as well as development plans for my professional, scientific and academic career,
respectively the directions for research that | have selected for the following period. This is
followed by bibliographical references related to the first sections, including a list of my most

relevant personal contributions.



